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Cuomo  Signs  Anti-Discrimination  Order 


New  York  Order  Gets  Mixed  Reception 


By  Sue  Hyde 

ALBANY,  NY  —  Gov.  Mario 
Cuomo  issued  a  long-awaited  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  on  Nov.  18  which 
protects  gay  men  and  lesbians 
from  discrimination  in  state 
employment  and  in  the  provision 
of  state  services.  While  described 
as  an  “important  victory,”  the 
ten-month  delay  of  the  somewhat 
weakened  directive  has  left  a  pall 
over  the  celebration,  according  to 
one  activist. 

Cuomo  made  New  York  the 
third  state  in  the  country  to  have 
banned  anti-gay  discrimination  in 
state  employment,  following  Pen- 
sylvania  and  California.  Wiscon¬ 
sin  is  the  only  state  to  have  enacted 
comprehensive  statewide  nondis¬ 
crimination  legislation. 

Although  Cuomo  fulfilled  a 
campaign  promise  by  signing  the 
order,  some  gay  activists  who  have 
negotiated  with  Cuomo  and  his 


staff  for  these  past  ten  months  are 
disappointed,  according  to  Peter 
Vogel,  the  co-chair  of  the  National 
Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Clubs.  In  a  phone 
interview  with  GC/V,  Vogel  detail¬ 
ed  the  ways  in  which  the  order  falls 
short  of  what  he  and  others  had 
expected  from  Cuomo. 

After  the  fall  1982  election  of 
Cuomo  to  office,  a  coalition  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  supportive  of 
his  candidacy  gathered  to  discuss 
what  they  wanted  from  Cuomo’s 
administration.  High  on  their  list 
was  an  executive  order  protecting 
gay/lesbian  state  workers,  inclu¬ 
sive  of  employees  of  contractors 
doing  business  with  the  state,  and 
establishing  a  special  task  force  to 
investigate  all  aspects  of 
discrimination  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  The  task  force  would 
also  oversee  implementation  of  the 


order  as  it  related  to  state 
employees  and  provision  of  state 
services. 

Vogal  and  others  allege  that  the 
order  signed  by  Cuomo  authorizes 
a  task  force  of  a  different  com¬ 
position  than  they  had  been  pro¬ 
mised  by  staff  only  one  month  ago 
and  it  also  severely  limits  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  task  force  so  that  it 
only  can  look  at  discrimination  as 
it  pertains  to  state  services  and 
jobs.  Cuomo  did  not  mention  state 
contractors.  A  group  of  some 
30-40  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
from  around  the  state  on  Sunday 
Nov.  20  drafted  and  signed  a  state¬ 
ment  expressing  dissatisfaction 
with  the  terms  of  Cuomo’s  order. 

Vogel  maintains  that  a  draft  he 
saw  in  mid-October  and  which  he 
was  told  would  be  signed  at  that 
time,  provided  a  task  force  of  up 
to  25  members,  the  majority  of 


Catholic  Hierarchy: 
Stomping  on  Grassroots? 


By  Christine  Guitfoy 

WASHINGTON  —  The  co-di- 
rectors  of  New  Ways  Ministry,  a 
ministry  which  seeks  to  “promote 
reconciliation  between  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,”  have  recently 
been  pressured  to  leave  the  Wash¬ 
ington  area  by  an  Archbishop  who 
opposes  their  work. 

The  co-directors  and  founders 
of  New  Ways,  Sister  Jeannine 
Gramick  and  Rev.  Robert 
Nugent,  have  worked  at  the 
Maryland-based  ministry  since 
1977. 

Fr.  Nugent  was  removed  by  his 
religious  superiors  following  the 
complaints  of  Archbishop  James 
Hickey  who  disagrees  with  the 
ministry’s  positive  approach  to 
gay  issues.  Gramick,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  on  sabbatical  in  Boston, 
found  herself  subject  to  the  same 
pressure  as  Fr.  Nugent,  and  com¬ 
mented,  “[Archbishop  Hickey’s 
actions]  are  a  basic  use  of 
authoritarian  power.” 

The  main  issue  is  whether  New 
Ways  is  deviating  too  far  from  of¬ 
ficial  church  teaching  by  including 
the  opinion  of  some  prominent 
moral  theologians  who  believe  it  is 
possible  to  live  an  acceptable 
homosexual  lifestyle.  A  strict  in¬ 
terpretation  accepts  a  homosexual 
orientation  but  not  homosexual 
activity.  More  liberal  interpreta¬ 
tion  may  view  homosexual  life¬ 
styles  positively. 

Gramick  told  GCN  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  New  Ways  Ministry  is  to 
“promote  understanding,  open¬ 
ness  of  attitudes  and  less  prejudice 
on  the  part  of  church  people 
towards  lesbian  and  gay  people.” 

Gramick  said,  “The  institu¬ 
tional  church  has  a  lot  of  restitu¬ 
tion  to  make  for  its  sins  of  pre¬ 
judice  and  for  the  guilt  it  has 
heaped  on  lesbians  and  gay  peo¬ 
ple.  There  is  a  focus  on  church 
community  because  lesbians  and 
gays  are  willing  and  eager  to  have  a 
reconciliation.  Establishment 
church  people  need  to  see  this.” 

Blythe  Batton,  administrative 
assistant  at  New  Ways,  told  GCN 
that  the  ministry  conducts 
workshops  which  are  geared 


towards  members  of  Roman 
Catholic  religious  orders  and 
counselors.  The  workshops  are 
educational  and  are  oriented 
toward  non-gays. 

Gramick  told  GCN,  “Hickey 
seemed  disturbed  not  only  that  we 
presented  official  church  teaching 
but  also  the  opinion  of  other  well 
known  and  responsible  theolo¬ 
gians  who  disagree.  We  felt  that  as 
an  educational  organization,  we 
had  an  obligation  to  present  the 
other  opinion.” 

Rev.  Raymond  Kern,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Archdiocese,  told 
GCN,  “The  Archbishop  is  quite 
clear  that  New  Ways  Ministry  has 
presented  [the  church’s  teaching 
on  homosexuality]  but  has  also 
presented  at  the  same  level  opin¬ 
ions  of  others  who  don’t  feel  the 
way  Archbishop  Hickey  feels  the 
church  teachings  should  be 
presented.  The  difference  is  bet¬ 
ween  the  opinion  of  theologians 
and  the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  teaching  of  the 
Catholic  Church  should  be 
presented  clearly  and  unambigu¬ 
ously  as  a  basis  of  the  formation  of 
conscience.” 

New  Ways  Ministry  is  incor¬ 
porated  independently  of  the  arch¬ 
diocese  and  does  not  fall  within  its 
jurisdiction.  Most  of  the  staff  and 
board  of  trustees  are  lay  people. 
They  have  said  that  the  work  of 
the  ministry  will  continue  in  spite 
of  the  actions  against  its  co¬ 
directors. 

Batton  told  GCN  that  since 
Gramick  and  Nugent  were  often 
on  the  road  anyway,  things  are  not 
so  different  than  they  were  before. 
While  Kemp  generally  agrees  with 
that  assessment,  he  noted  that 
groups  within  the  archdiocese 
might  be  reluctant  to  invite  New 
Ways  to  run  any  workshops  within 
the  archdiocese. 

In  discussing  her  thoughts  about 
what  this  action  on  the  part  of 
Archbishop  Hickey  could  mean 
within  a  larger  context,  Gramick 
said,  “There  is  never  any  change 
without  resistance.  Higher  powers 
seem  to  get  ruffled  and  make 
authoritarian  moves  at  a  time 


when  the  grassroots  is  really 
pushing  for  change ....  It  is  a  sign 
that  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  are 
being  taken  seriously  by  those  in 
the  upper  echelon.” 

Indeed,  if  recent  press  reports 
are  true,  this  may  well  be  the  case. 
The  New  York  Times  recently  in¬ 
terviewed  some  American  bishops 
who  have  visited  the  Pope. 
According  to  the  Times,  the 
bishops  have  been  told  by  John 
Paul  II  that  they  must  “more  ef¬ 
fectively  proclaim  church 
teachings  on  sexuality  fhat 
Continued  on  page  12 


whom  were  private  citizens,  not 
government  bureaucrats. 
Cuomo’s  order  authorizes  a 
20-member  task  force,  13 
members  being  commissioners  of 
state  agencies  and  only  seven  being 
private,  presumably  gay  and  les¬ 
bian,  citizens. 

Peter  Drago,  Cuomo’s  newly 
designated  liaison  to  the  gay/les¬ 
bian  community  and  himself  gay, 
agreed  that  Cuomo  had  made 
changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
task  force.  He  told  GCN, 
however,  that  he  has  written 
Cuomo  a  memo  recommending 
community  representation  be  ex¬ 
panded  and  expressing  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  Vogel  and  others. 

Drago  said,  “The  concern  is 
that  seven  positions  will  not  be 
enough  to  represent  the  gay/les¬ 
bian  community  in  New  York 
state.  [Community  activists]  have 
proposed  that  the  governor  give 
some  consideration  to  expanding 
the  task  force  before  he  makes  ap¬ 
pointments.”  Citizens  who  serve 
on  the  task  force  will  do  so  by 
Cuomo’s  appointment. 

If  the  task  force  is  to  be  re¬ 
vamped,  Cuomo  should  hurry. 
Drago  said  he  hopes  to  begin  or¬ 
ganizational  work  in  earnest  the 
week  following  Thanksgiving.  As 
GCN  went  to  press,  Cuomo  had 
not  responded  to  the  suggestions 
regarding  composition  of  the  task 
force. 

Another  complaint  concerns  the 
scope  of  the  task  force.  Again 
Vogel  cited  the  October  draft  of 
the  order.  “It  was  very  broad,  giv¬ 
ing  us  the  right  to  look  at  discrim¬ 
ination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  state,  stipulating  we  can 
make  reports  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  governor,”  Vogel  said. 

He  explained  that  since  the  state 
Division  of  Human  Rights  is  not 


authorized  to  investigate  com¬ 
plaints  of  anti-gay  discrimination, 
the  task  force  was  seen  as  “an  ab¬ 
solutely  unparalleled 

opportunity"  to  take  up  more 
general  issues  of  discrimination 
against  statutorily  unprotected  gay 
men  and  lesbians. 

Drago  agreed  again  that  the  lan¬ 
guage  had  been  changed,  but  said 
that  in  practical  terms,  he  believed 
t he  task  force  still  had  broad  in¬ 
vestigative  powers.  “The 
provision-of-serviees  clause  opens 
it  up  to  everything  that  happens  in 
the  gay/lesbian  community.  ...  it 
can  take  up  any  matter  [members] 
feel  is  important.  ...  to  see  that 
discrimination  in  any  form  is 
eliminated  from  our  state.” 

When  asked  how  the  task  force 
might,  for  instance,  legitimately 
investigate  a  refusal  of  a  motel 
room  to  two  male  registrants, 
Drago  was  unable  to  be  specific. 
“The  motel  is  licensed  by  the  state. 
It’s  unclear  to  me  —  and  everyone 
else  —  how  it  would  work  from 
situation  to  situation."  Nonethe¬ 
less,  Drago  expressed  confidence 
that  the  task  force  could,  on  its 
own,  investigate  such  a  case  or 
make  recommendation  to  Cuomo 
that  their  jurisdiction  be  expanded 
to  include  such  cases. 

The  third  complaint  relating  to 
the  order  itself  is  the  exclusion  of 
state  contractors  under  the  em¬ 
ployment  nondiscrimination  sec¬ 
tion.  On  this  point,  Drago  and 
Vogel  agreed  that  Cuomo  did  not 
consider  it  to  be  necessary  to  the 
order.  Drago  challenged  the  task 
force  —  yet  to  be  named  —  with 
the  job  of  making  an  effective  case 
to  Cuomo  about  why  contractors 
should  be  included.  Vogel  said 
contractors  had  been  dropped 
from  the  language  early  on,  but 
Continued  on  page  12 


Houston  Teacher 
Fired  Over  Ad  Response 

Rv  rhrictinn 


Bv  Christine  Guilfov 

HOUSTON,  TX  —  A  gay 
teacher  is  out  of  work  following  an 
incident  where  a  sealed  envelope 
containing  his  response  to  a  clas¬ 
sified  ad  in  the  Advocate  was 
stolen  from  his  briefcase,  even¬ 
tually  ending  up  in  the  hands  of 
school  administrators.  According 
to  the  attorney  for  the  school 
district,  the  envelope  had  been 
opened  and  the  contents  examined 
by  an  undetermined  number  of 
students  when  it  made  its  way  into 
the  administrations’s  hands. 

James  Frein,  a  sixth  grade 
teacher  with  the  Alief  School 
District,  resigned  on  September 
29,  the  day  that  the  letter  was 
stolen.  Frein  characterized  the  letter 
as  an  attempt  to  “meet  with  other 
Texas  men.  It  said  that  I  wasn’t  in¬ 
to  drugs  and  that  I  did  have  a 
lover.  ...The  letter  brought  out 
that  1  was  gay.” 

Jeff  Rogers,  attorney  for  the 
School  Disrict,  sqid  that  the  “let¬ 
ter  was  a  solicitaion  of  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  from  other  readers  of  the 
publication.” 

In  addition,  the  envelope  con¬ 
tained  a  picture  of  Frein,  partially 
clothed. 

Frein  had  taken  the  letter  to 
school,  already  addressed  and 
sealed.  There  was  no  postage 


stamp  affixed.  Frein  told  GCN 
that  he  had  the  letter  in  his  brief¬ 
case  when  he  arrived  at  school,  but 
he  noticed  it  was  missing  later  in 
the  morning. 

Some  time  in  the  afternoon, 
Frein  was  relieved  of  his  duties  by 
the  assistant  principal  who  in¬ 
structed  him  to  go  to  the  personnel 
office.  At  the  personnel  office 
three  administrators  awaited  with 
the  open  envelope,  letter  and 
photo. 

After  asking  Frein  if  the  ma¬ 
terial  was  his,  the  administrators 
said,  according  to  Frein,  “  ‘We 
just  can’t  have  people  like  you  in 
this  district.  You’re  going  to  cause 
a  scandal.  We  have  to  avoid  a 
scandal  at  all  costs.  We  want  you 
to  resign.’  ”  Frein  asked  the  ad¬ 
ministrators  what  would  happen  if 
he  did  not  resign.  According  to 
him,  they  said,  “  ‘Resign  or  we’ll 
fire  you.’  ” 

Frein  resigned  and  left  the 
school  building.  However,  that 
same  day,  he  called  his  union  re¬ 
presentative,  who  advised  him  to 
withdraw  his  resignation,  which  he 
did,  within  24  hours. 

The  school  district,  however, 
refused  to  accept  the  recission,  in¬ 
sisting  that  Frein  was  no  longer 
employed  by  the  district. 


Frcin’s  attorney,  Truman  Dean, 
is  currently  focusing  on  the  issue 
of  whether  or  not  Frein  resigned 
officially.  Dean  told  GCN  that  he 
believes  that  the  resignation  was 
rescinded  before  it  became  offi¬ 
cial.  Dean  contends  that  given  the 
circumstances  of  the  resignation, 
and  given  the  fact  that  the  School 
Board  had  not  officially  acted  on 
it,  that  the  resignation  could  be 
withdrawn.  The  Board  officially 
accepted  the  resignation  on  Oc¬ 
tober  1 1 . 

An  associate  of  Dean’s, 
Catherine  Moore,  told  GCN  that 
they  recently  attempted  to  work 
out  a  compromise  with  the  Board, 
such  that  the  Board  would  pay 
Frein  until  November  25,  purge  his 
personnel  file  of  any  mention  of 
the  incident,  and  give  him  a  recom¬ 
mendation  based  on  his  three 
years’  teaching  experience  with 
them.  The  Board  rejected  the  com¬ 
promise. 

Frein  and  his  lawyers  have 
decided  to  pursue  the  matter  in 
court.  Moore  told  GCN,  “If  the 
court  finds  there  is  a  due  process 
violation,  and  there  is  very  little 
question  of  that,  they  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  him  all  back  pay  un¬ 
til  they  properly  discharge,  ter- 
Continued  on  page  12 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Faggots  aren’t  allowed  to  look  at  my  ass  when 
I'm  on  stage.  That’s  why  I  keep  movin’.  If  you  don’t 
know  where  the  faggot  section  is,  you  gotta  keep 
moving  so  if  they  do  see  it,  it’s  quick  and  they  don’t 
get  a  long  stare.  I’m  afraid  of  gay  people.  I  have  night¬ 
mares  about  gay  people.” 

—  Comedian  Eddie  Murphy  sharing  some  unen¬ 
lightening  and  unfunny  observations  on  the  perils  of 
living  as  a  heterosexual  man,  in  the  Home  Box  Office 
special  called  “Delirious”  aired  last  month.  Murphy 
has  been  blasted  by  TV  critics  and  on  the  pages  of 
Variety  magazine  for  this  and  other  equally  vicious 
anti-gay  statements  he  made  during  the  program. 


citizens  support  ousting  of  homophobic 
health  commissioner 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Nearly  2000  residents  of  Dane 
County  have  signed  a  petition  supporting  the  removal 
of  James  T.  Pawlisch  from  the  Dane  County  Board  of 
Health.  County  executive  Jonathon  Barry  removed 
the  dentist  after  he  made  derogatory  and 
homophobic  remarks  during  a  board  discussion  on 
AIDS  research. 

The  petition  said  Pawlisch’s  atitudes  “would  de¬ 
prive  gay  people  of  their  right  to  health  care  without 
suffering  prejudice  based  on  others’  judgments  of 
their  behavior.” 

Pawlisch  had  alluded  to  a  “well,  what  do  they  ex¬ 
pect?”  attitude  about  gay  men  with  AIDS.  Barry 
removed  Pawlisch  last  July  and  the  former  board 
member  has  sought  reinstatement  to  his  seat,  thus 
far  without  success. 


iowa  church  to  support  rural  gay  men, 
lesbians 

WATERLOO,  IA  —  A  church  here  is  the  recipient 
of  a  $5000  grant  to  provide  rural  gay  men  and  lesbians 
with  support  services  in  their  home  communities.  The 
Church  of  New  Hope,  a  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  congregation,  has  been  awarded  a  grant  from 
the  Chicago  Resource  Center. 

Jane  E.  Sage,  congregation  member,  will  ad¬ 
minister  this  project  the  goal  of  which  is  to  help  ease 
the  isolation  and  feelings  of  aloneness  experienced 
by  gay  men  and  lesbians  coming  out  in  rural  areas 
and  small  towns.  Sage  has  targetted  the  Waterloo 
area,  as  well  as  the  areas  surrounding  Dubuque, 
Decorah,  New  Hampton,  and  Mason  City.  Sage  and 
the  project  can  be  contacted  at  (319)  234-1981  or 
277-1300. 


California  n.o.w.  officer  acquitted 

GRETNA,  LA  —  Ginny  Foat,  an  officer  and  activ¬ 
ist  in  the  California  state  National  Organization  for 
Women  chapter,  was  found  not  guilty  of  a  murder 
stemming  from  an  incident  which  occurred  18  years 
ago.  Foat  had  been  extradited  from  California  amid 
charges  by  feminist  supporters  that  the  murder 
charge  was  dredged  up  to  silence  a  feminist  activist. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe ,  a  jury  of  six  men 
and  six  women  deliberated  just  two  hours  to  find  Foat 
not  guilty.  If  convicted,  she  faced  a  mandatory  sen- 
ence  of  life  imprisonment. 

Foat  had  been  accused  by  her  former  husband  of 
the  murder  of  an  Argentine  businessman  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  1965.  The  defense  successfully  discredited 
the  testimony  of  John  Sidote,  who  they  said  was  a 
vengeful,  suicidal  alcoholic  at  the  time  he  first  im¬ 
plicated  Foat  in  the  murder.  Foat  said  she  was  beaten 
by  Sidote  and  lived  in  fear  of  his  fits  of  rage.  Foat 
testified  that  she  was  at  home  on  the  night  of  the 
murder  and  that,  at  one  point,  Sidote  had  threatened 
to  make  her  “pay  for  [his]  crimes.” 


memorial  service  held  for  dumped 
aids  patient 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  memorial  service  for  Mor¬ 
gan  McDonald,  the  AIDS  patient  who  was  transferred 
from  Florida  to  San  Francisco  in  what  city  officials 
he're  call  a  “dumping”  of  him,  was  held  on  Nov.  2. 

Bishop  William  E.  Swing  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  California,  together  with  the  staff  of  Grace 
Cathedral,  offered  the  Cathedral  for  the  service,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kevin  Gordon,  a  Catholic  gay  activist. 

Gordon  delivered  a  eulogy  for  McDonald,  who 
died  in  San  Francisco  on  Oct.  20.  In  it,  he  said,  "If  this 
city,  if  its  churches  and  synagogues,  if  its  lesbian  and 
gay  community  can  let  Morgan  McDonald  pass  by  un¬ 
noticed  and  unattested,  then  all  of  us  live  unaffirmed. 
In  affirming  the  one,  all  are  affirmed.” 


mayoral  appointments  project 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance  has  announced  a  mayoral  appointments  pro¬ 
ject  to  identify  qualified  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  fill 
positions  in  the  city  government.  Significant  changes 
in  the  composition  of  departments,  boards  and  com¬ 
missions  are  anticipated  during  the  transition  from 
Kevin  White’s  administration  to  Ray  Flynn's  adminis¬ 
tration.  Flynn  has  said  that  he  is  amenable  to  appoint¬ 
ing  qualified  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  government 
posts. 

The  appointments  project  will  track  openings 
within  the  Flynn  administration,  identify  qualified  gay 
and  lesbian  candidates,  forward  their  names  to  the 
Mayor’s  office  and  then  monitor  Flynn’s  appointment 
record. 

For  more  information  or  to  receive  an  appoint¬ 
ments  project  questionnaire,  write  BLGPA,  P.O.  Box 
65,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  02117  or  call  247-3910. 
Candidates  must  be  Boston  city  residents  and  openly 
gay  men  or  lesbians,  but  is  not  necessary  that  can¬ 
didates  be  members  of  BL/GPA. 


hot  flashes  in  leather  and  lace 

SEATTLE  —  On  October  27,  the  crowd  of  dykes 
at  Eastlake,  a  popular  local  bar,  was  treated  to  a 
stage  show  entitled  “Lesbians,  Leather  and  Lace:  A 
Fantasy  Review  and  Cabaret.” 

According  to  Lights ,  the  packed  house  cheered, 
whistled  and  applauded  the  sexually  explicit  s/m  an¬ 
tics  of  the  more  exhibitionist  members  of  Hot  Flash,  a 
lesbian  motorcycle  club.  Said  one  organizer,  “It  has 
been  a  long  time  coming  for  women  to  actually  get  to¬ 
gether  and  professionally  put  on  a  show  for  the 
women’s  community,  directed  to  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity,  done  by  the  women’s  community.” 


doing  unto  others 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Good  News  Broad¬ 
caster,  a  publication  for  Christian  fundamentalists, 
reports  that  a  homophobic  preacher’s  church  was 
torched  in  a  fire  of  unknown  origins  this  past  spring. 

Charles  Mcllhenny’s  First  Presbyterian  Church 
sustained  damages  estimated  at  $18,000.  Arson 
investigators  found  two  blackened  gasoline  cans  in 
the  alley  between  the  church  and  the  rectory. 

Mcllhenny  said  the  fire  is  the  latest  in  a  long  list 
of  acts  of  vandalism  that  began  when  he  fired  a 
church  organist  because  he  is  gay. 


gay  tank 

EVERETT,  WA  —  Two  gay  inmates  at  the  Snoho¬ 
mish  County  Jail  have  requested  a  special  “gay  tank” 
for  themselves  and  other  gay  prisoners,  according  to 
Lights. 

Kenneth  Doolin,  III  and  John  Selah  Craft  wrote  a 
letter  on  Oct.  25  requesting  the  gay  tank.  They  ad¬ 
dressed  the  letter  to  William  B.  Harper,  director  of  the 
county  department  of  adult  corrections.  When  they 
received  no  reply  from.  Harper,  Doolin  began  a  hunger 
strike  refusing  solid  foods. 

Harper  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  letter  and 
said,  “We’re  working  on  it.”  Harper  also  said  he  does 
not  know  if  there  is  space  in  the  jail  for  a  gay  tank. 
Doolin  disputed  this,  saying  there  is  a  six-man  tank 
away  from  other  cells,  but  close  to  the  guards. 

Doolin  says  jail  officials  want  to  keep  gay  prison¬ 
ers  separated  from  each  other  "because  they  fear  sex 
in  jail.” 

In  the  letter  to  Harper.  Doolin  and  Craft  argued  for 
the  gay  tank,  pointing  out,  “Because  of  hostility,  pre¬ 
judice  and  fear  directed  towards  us  homosexuals,  a 
place  where  we  can  live  without  harassment  is  grave¬ 
ly  needed.” 


ngtf  board  nominations 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
seeks  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  around  the  country 
for  consideration  as  candidates  for  election  to  the 
group’s  Board  of  Directors.  One  prime  criterion  is  ex¬ 
pertise  in  and/or  willingness  to  do  fundraising. 

The  Task  Force  board  is  composed  half  of  men 
and  half  of  women,  with  a  minimum  20  percent 
representation  by  people  of  color.  In  addition  to 
meetings  several  times  a  year,  board  members  are 
expected  to  have  a  “significant  ongoing  commitment 
between  meetings.”  Interested  persons  should  con¬ 
tact  NGTF  at  80  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York.  NY  10011  or 
call  (212)  741-5800  prior  to  Jan.  31,  1984. 


australian  boylovers  arrested 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  Eight  Melbourne 
men,  all  members  of  the  Australian  Paedophile  Sup¬ 
port  Group,  were  arrested  on  Nov.  5  and  one  man  in 
Sydney  has  been  served  a  summons. 

The  charges  against  all  the  men  are  for  con¬ 
spiracy  to  corrupt  public  morals.  Gay  rights  activists 
allege  the  charge  is  being  dusted  off  by  the  cops 
because  they  are  unable  to  find  any  other  statute 
which  can  be  used  to  prosecute  the  boylovers. 

The  activist  communities  of  Melbourne  and  Syd¬ 
ney  rallied  to  form  liaison  groups  for  the  arrested 
men.  All  of  the  men  arrested  in  Melbourne  have  been 
released  on  bail.  The  Australian  Paedophile  Support 
Group  provides  support  services  to  boylovers. 


now  targets  anti-era  congresspeople 

WASHINGTON  —  National  Organization  for 
Women  president  Judy  Goldsmith  pledged  on  Nov.  15 
to  defeat  every  member  of  Congress  who  opposed  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  for  women,  which  was  de¬ 
feated  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  same 
day.  The  amendment  lost  by  six  votes  an  opportunity 
to  face  state  legislatures  in  an  effort  to  amend  the 
constitution  to  include  civil  rights  protection  to 
women. 

In  a  statement  issued  by  her  office,  Goldsmith 
said,  “It  is  time  to  recognize  that  behind  the  rhetoric 
of  the  ERA  opponents  lies  staunch  opposition  to  any 
economic  gains  for  women.  .  ..Their  professed  con¬ 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  women  rings  hollow.” 


minneapolis  elects  gay  city  councillor 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  gay  man  has  been  elected  to 
this  city’s  city  council.  Democrat  Brian  Coyle  beat  In¬ 
dependent  Tom  Clarke  on  Nov.  8,  winning  ten  of  the 
6th  ward’s  13  precincts,  according  to  Equal  Time. 

Coyle  attributed  his  victory  to  a  coalition  that  in¬ 
cluded  not  only  gay  men  and  lesbians,  but  also 
tenants,  senior  citizens,  members  of  the  ward’s 
minority  groups  and  “amazingly  enough,  some  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  never  voted  before  —  disenfranchised 
street  people.” 

Coyle  commented  on  his  role  as  a  gay  councillor, 
“I’ll  be  an  advocate  speaking  form  first-person  ex¬ 
perience,  not  just  as  a  sympathizer.” 


oppression  in  the  closet 

EAU  CLAIRE,  Wl  —  The  problems  of  service 
delivery  to  a  closeted  underground  gay  and  lesbian 
community  were  discussed  at  an  Oct.  22  meeting  of 
the  Governor’s  Council  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues 
held  here,  according  to  GayLife. 

“Our  gay  community  is  underground  and  that’s 
why  we  don’t  get  many  [discrimination]  complaints,” 
said  an  assistant  district  attorney.  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  Wisconsin  live  in  the  only  state  which  to  date 
has  enacted  a  comprehensive  civil  rights  law  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  against  discrimination. 

Local  governmental  officials,  mental  health 
workers  and  two  representatives  from  the  University 
of  Wisconsin-Eau  Claire  attended  the  meeting,  along 
with  Council  members.  All  of  the  Eau  Claire  par¬ 
ticipants  noted  the  extreme  difficulty  of  effectively 
reaching  out  to  a  closeted  community  to  provide  sup¬ 
port  and  social  services. 

Jeanne  Hugo  of  the  University’s  counseling 
center  made  perhaps  the  most  to-the-point  remarks 
about  the  problem.  “We  had  a  women’s  center  a  few 
years  back  that  was  supportive  of  lesbians,  and  that 
was  why  the  county  board  refused  to  continue  to  fund 
it.  That  gives  you  some  idea  of  our  community.  People 
here  tend  to  be  comfortable  with  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  but  fear  coming  out  or  being  found  out.” 

Hugo  said  a  group  of  gay  men  abandoned  the  no¬ 
tion  of  organizing  themselves  into  a  group  when  they 
received  threats.  “It’s  a  real  fear  here,”  said  Hugo. 
"This  university  is  large  enough  to  have  a  gay 
organization,  but  we  need  people  brave  enough  to 
begin  one.” 
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The  Real  Issue  in  the  Boston  Mayoral  Election 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Early  on  the  morning  of  November  15,  1  lay 
in  bed  and  listened  to  the  CBS  Radio  Network  news.  Today 
would  mark  the  first  time  in  history,  the  announcer  said, 
that  Bostonians  would  find  a  black  mayoral  candidate  on 
the  ballot  in  the  final  election.  Mel  King,  the  black  candidate 
from  the  South  End,  would  face  Ray  Flynn,  a  white  candi¬ 
date  from  South  Boston. 

Then,  to  conclude  his  20-second  report  on  an  election 
campaign  which  had  spanned  several  months  of  this  city’s 
life,  the  announcer  made  an  astounding  statement.  “Race,” 
he  said,  “has  not  been  an  issue.” 

The  next  day,  the  media  would  announce  that  somewhere 
near  98  percent  of  Boston’s  black  voters  had  voted  for  King, 
while  80  percent  of  white  voters  had  chosen  Flynn. 


News  Commentary 


What,  exactly,  have  been  the  issues  in  this  mayoral  cam¬ 
paign?  When  Mel  King  became  the  first  of  an  eventual  field 
of  nine  candidates  to  announce  his  intentions,  observers 
noted  a  change  in  wardrobe,  concluding  typically  that  the 
candidate’s  switch  from  dashikis  and  jumpsuits  to  a  sport¬ 
coat  and  slacks  indicated  a  new  seriousness  not  present  in 
King’s  unsuccessful  1979  campaign.  It  was  not  until  later,  of 
course,  that  the  major  controversy  between  bow-tie  apolo¬ 
gists  and  those  favoring  the  four-in-hand  would  stimulate 
serious  debate.  First,  the  matter  of  whether  incumbent 
mayor  Kevin  White  would  seek  re-election  had  to  be  re¬ 
solved.  And  after  White  decided  on  early  retirement,  the 
nine  assembled  candidates  had  to  wait  several  more  days 
while  Massachusetts  Senate  President  Billy  Bulger  and  Suf¬ 
folk  County  District  Attorney  Newman  Flanagan  con¬ 
sidered,  then  discarded,  the  idea  of  submitting  their  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  job.  ' 

When  at  last  the  roster  was  fixed,  the  real  campaigning 
began.  King,  Flynn  and  school  committee  president-turned- 
radio  talkshow  host  David  Finnegan  emerged  early  on  as  the 
frontrunners.  Finnegan,  with  his  name  recognition,  “mod¬ 
erate”  politics,  confident  manner  and  slick  advertising  cam¬ 
paign  (“Begin  Again  with  Finnegan”),  found  himself  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  certain  winner  of  the  Number  One  spot  on  the 
runoff  ballot. 

Given  such  encouraging  prognostications,  Finnegan  ran  a 
complacent,  unaggressive  campaign  which  contributed  little 
to  the  discussion  of  issues  and,  as  everyone  knows  by  now, 
proved  to  be  overconfident.  Mel  King  and  Ray  Flynn  were 
left  to  define  the  areas  of  concern  and  offer  their  views. 
With  the  “downtown”  mayor  on  his  way  out  and  two  candi¬ 
dates  in  the  running  who  were  strongly  identified  with  com¬ 
munity  concerns,  neighborhoods  became  the  dominant 
theme  of  the  campaign.  Yet  ironically,  it  was  not  on  the 
basis  of  King’s  or  Flynn’s  views  on  housing,  crime,  jobs, 
clean  streets  or  community  development  that  voters  made 
their  choices.  The  mainstream  press,  aided  no  doubt  by 
liberals  from  within  the  Flynn  camp,  apparently  succeeded 
in  creating  an  impression  among  many  voters  that  with 
regard  to  these  most  important  of  issues,  the  two  candidates 
were  practically  indistinguishable. 

Flynn  supporters  had  no  choice  but  to  acknowledge  at 
least  one  difference  between  their  candidate  and  Mel  King. 
Although  both  Flynn  and  King  agreed  on  the  need  for  an 
end  to  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  sex,  and  sexual 
preference,  King  had  long  supported  efforts  such  as  integra¬ 
tion  of  the  schools,  the  ERA  and  abortion  rights,  and  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  bill  as  steps  to  oppose  such  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Flynn,  on  the  other  hand,  had  opposed  all  of  those, 
though  he  said  he  had  now  changed  his  mind  on  the  ERA 


and  gay  rights.  Flynn  and  his  supporters  said  the  changes 
reflected  not  opportunism  or  blowing-in-the-wind,  but  a 
process  of  political  growth  and  maturation.  Flynn’s  remain¬ 
ing  views  on  abortion  and  busing  reflected,  in  the  first  case, 
a  personal  religious  belief  which  they  said  had  little  to  do 
with  being  mayor  of  Boston,  and  in  the  second  case,  a  con¬ 
troversy  which  had  been  mooted  by  court  action  and,  they 
said,  was  now  “behind  us.” 

The  myth  of  indistinguishability  had  its  limits,  however, 
because  there  had  to  be  some  identifiable  reason  for  choos¬ 
ing  Flynn  over  King.  One  difference  noted  was  that  Mel 
King  made  “mistakes,”  while  Ray  Flynn  did  not.  Mel 
King’s  campaign  was  “marred”  by  a  series  of 
“unfortunate”  statements  and  stands  which  “alienated” 
different  factions  of  voters.  The  first  such  “mistake”  was 
King’s  refusal  to  participate  in  a  televised  debate  during  the 
preliminary  campaign  because  the  debate’s  organizers  had 
excluded  two  so-called  “fringe”  candidates.  “Mel  King  may 
have  been  morally  correct  in  boycotting  the  discriminatory 
debate,”  wrote  Boston  Herald  political  columnist  Peter 
Lucas,  “but  he  missed  all  the  fun,  and  made  a  political  mis¬ 
take.  Morality  and  politics  do  not  frequently  make  for  good 
bedfellows.”  King  was  vindicated  in  that  “mistake,”  how¬ 
ever,  for  he  received  more  media  coverage  on  the  night  of 
the  debate  than  any  other  candidate,  showed  he  could  stand 
firmly  committed  to  the  politics  of  inclusion  he  had  spoken 
about  so  often,  and  successfully  pressured  the  debate’s 
organizers  to  invite  the  entire  slate  for  the  next  round. 


Where  King  spoke  often  against 
racism ,  sexism  and  homophobia. . . 
Flynn  spoke  cautiously  of  * economic 
discrimination. . .  ’ 


Other  “mistakes”  were  not  so  easily  rectified.  WRKO 
Radio  gadfly  Jerry  Williams  touted  an  interview  with  King 
in  which  the  candidate  said  Fidel  Castro  had  done  more  for 
poor  people  than  Ronald  Reagan.  King  responded  by  reiter¬ 
ating  the  statement.  King  also  said  he  would  welcome  PLO 
leader  Yasser  Arafat  to  Boston,  “if  he  came  in  peace.”  King 
insisted  on  spending  no  more  than  $150,000  on  his  cam¬ 
paign,  a  position  political  analysts  said  hurt  his  publicity 
efforts.  And,  in  possibly  the  most  resounding  “mistake”  of 
all,  King  said  an  appeal  by  Boston’s  late  Cardinal  Medeiros 
urging  Catholic  voters  to  withhold  support  from  pro-abor¬ 
tion  candidates  in  the  1980  U.S.  Congressional  race  con¬ 
tributed  to  an  atmosphere  of  anti-Semitism  directed  at 
Jewish,  pro-abortion  candidate  Barney  Frank.  The  exten¬ 
sive  criticism  King  received  for  the  remark  served  as  a 
reminder  of  the  strong  ties  between  Boston  politics  and  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  numbers  65  percent  of  the  city’s  re¬ 
sidents  among  its  members.  And  King’s  statement  touched  a 
particularly  sensitive  nerve  for  its  timing;  the  popular  Car¬ 
dinal  Medeiros  had  died  just  several  weeks  before. 

If  Flynn  made  no  such  “mistakes,”  it  may  have  been 
simply  because  he  kept  his  statements  at  a  careful  level  of 
non-controversial  blandness.  Where  King  spoke  often 
against  racism,  sexism,  homophobia  and  other  forms  of 
oppression  in  the  city,  Flynn  spoke  cautiously  of  “economic 
discrimination,”  noting  astutely,  if  a  bit  understatedly,  that 


said  discrimination  “inhibits  personal  growth  and  creates 
barriers  to  mobility.”  Throughout  the  campaign,  Flynn 
maintained  the  careful  stance  that  said  low-income  white 
people  face  the  same  problems  as  low-income  black  people. 
It  was  a  position,  obviously,  which  would  not  offend  white 
constituents  in  his  home  district  of  South  Boston.  That  was 
no  “mistake.” 

King’s  “mistakes”  were  not  the  only  matters  brought  up 
to  skew  the  myth  of  indistinguishability;  an  odious  question 
of  comparison  emerged  during  the  campaign  as  well. 
“Which  candidate,”  everyone  was  asking,  “can  best  unite 
the  city?” 

It’s  important  to  understand  just  how  racist  a  city  Boston 
is  in  order  to  appreciate  exactly  what  this  question  means. 
Boston  is  a  city  of  neighborhoods,  in  which  its  residents  are 
not  only  segregated,  but  in  which  violence  often  enforces  the 
divisions.  Into  the  ill  winds  of  this  sort  of  racial  climate  we 
introduce  two  candidates,  indistinguishable,  we  are  told,  ex¬ 
cept  that  one  makes  “mistakes,”  the  other  doesn’t;  one  is 
aggressive,  even  “confrontational,”  the  other  isn’t;  one  has 
spoken  strongly  in  support  of  integrated  schools  and  a  city 
open  to  all,  the  other  has  earned  political  notoriety  as  an 
ardent  foe  of  busing;  one  speaks  openly  against  racism,  the 
other  says  black  and  white  people  face  identical  oppression. 
Oh  yes  —  one  is  black  and  the  other  is  white.  Now,  which 
candidate  can  best  unite  a  city  almost  entirely  run  by  white 
people?  And  is  race  an  issue? 

*  *  * 

One  of  the'  limitations  of  single-issue  gay  rights  politics  is 
that  the  more  narrowly  a  movement  defines  its  issues,  the 
more  it  tends  to  ignore  the  more  general  political  problems 
which  create  its  issues  in  the  first  place.  A  lesbian  and  gay 
organization,  for  instance,  which  asked  Ray  Flynn  and  Mel 
King  questions  only  about  gay  rights  would  have  a  hard  time 
penetrating  the  myth  of  indistinguishability  created  in  this 
year’s  election.  The  two  candidates,  especially  in  the  limited 
forum  of  a  candidates’  night  or  a  questionnaire,  might  give 
rather  similar  answers  to  the  standard  questions  about  pro¬ 
viding  a  liaison,  supporting  policies  of  non-discrimination, 
and  hiring  public  employees  “to  reflect  the  diversity  of  the 
city.”  It’s  not  without  looking  at  issues  of  race,  sex,  and 
economic  class,  and  the  tangible  forms  of  oppression  which 
discourage  diversity  and  keep  people  in  their  place  that  we 
can  see  the  differences  between  Flynn  and  King.  To  its 
credit,  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  appar¬ 
ently  took  the  broader  view  when  it  chose  to  endorse  Mel 
King  for  the  final  election.  The  same  could  be  said  of  the 
Alliance’s  endorsement  of  David  Scondras,  a  progressive 
gay  candidate  who  won  the  District  8  city  council  seat. 

But  the  Alliance  did  not  begin  with  such  a  broad  view;  in 
the  preliminary  campaign,  it  passed  over  both  King  and 
Scondras,  endorsing  a  straight  white  liberal  in  the  first  case 
and  allowing  a  straight  white  liberal  to  stalemate  the  en¬ 
dorsement  process  in  the  second.  The  actions  were  not  with¬ 
out  controversy,  from  within  as  well  as  outside  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  a  lot  of  discussion  seems  to  have  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  preliminary  and  final  endorsements.  With  the 
election  over,  the  Alliance  now  has  other  work  before  it, 
work  which  might  include  a  discussion  and  evaluation  of  the 
organization’s  first  two  years.  That  discussion  could  include 
consideration  of  how  the  Alliance  might  diversify  its  mem¬ 
bership  (still  largely  white,  male  and  middle-class)  and 
broaden  its  political  focus.  The  election  of  Alliance  officers 
and  steering  committee  members  in  January  might  bring 
new  initiatives  into  the  Alliance’s  activity.  The  result  could 
be  a  more  progressive,  more  inclusive  understanding  of 
politics  by  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  city  of  Boston. 


Alliance  Honors  Community  Activists 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
held  its  second  annual  Community 
Recognition  Evening  on  Novem¬ 
ber  18  to  present  awards  to  in¬ 
dividuals  and  organizations  who 
have  contributed  their  efforts  to 
the  local  lesbian  and  gay 
community. 

Alliance  steering  committee 
member  Bob  Wasson  presented 
the  first  honor,  the  David  P.  Brill 
Memorial  Award,  to  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  of  Boston. 

“The  AIDS  Action  Committee 
is  a  special  committee  of  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,” 
Wasson  noted,  “and  was  created 
one  year  ago  this  month  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  The 
committee  arose  out  of  a  meeting 
of  about  20  people  and  today  it  has 
over  100  volunteers  and  it  has 
raised  about  $25,000.” 

“There  is  not  an  awful  lot  of 
good  news  to  report,”  said  AIDS 
Action  Committee  Director  Larry 
Kessler  in  accepting  the  award. 
“The  sad  truth  is  that  sometime 
this  weekend  the  3000th  person  in 
America  will  be  told  by  his  or  her 
physician  that  he  or  she  has 
AIDS.” 

Kessler  cautioned  the  communi¬ 


ty  against  feeling  helpless  and 
called  for  political  action.  “Let’s 
send  back  the  message  that  we  are 
not  willing  to  pay  one  more  cent 
for  germ  warfare  that  already  has 
the  capability  of  killing  every  man, 
woman  and  child  on  this  globe  50 
times  over,”  he  said.  “We  don’t 
want  money  spent  developing 
germs,  we  want  money  spent  to 
find  the  germ  that  has  already 
killed  1200  Americans.” 

Kessler  also  took  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  remind  those  present  of  a 
memorial  service  the  next  day  for 
Paul  DiAngelo,  an  AIDS  Action 
Committee  member  who  died  re¬ 
cently  from  the  disease.  “He  took 
seriously  his  role  as  a  political  per¬ 
son  who  was  in  touch  with  the 
challenge  that  living  in  the  ’80s 
offers,”  Kessler  said.  “He  under¬ 
stood  the  connections  between 
sexism,  racism  and  homophobia 
and  how  they  sometimes  became 
intertwined  with  his  disease.” 

Alliance  steering  committee 
member  Joyce  Crowder  presented 
the  Dr.  Mary  Walker  Award, 
named  for  the  feminist  Civil  War 
physician,  to  the  Boston  Women’s 
Health  Book  Collective,  publish¬ 
ers  of  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves.  Jane 
Pincus  and  Wendy  Sanford,  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  collective,  accepted  the 
award  on  behalf  of  the  organ¬ 
ization. 

“Thirteen  years  ago,  when  the 
women’s  health  movement  began, 
we  realized  that... it’s  not  only 
medical  institutions  but  political 
institutions  that  were  responsible 
for  our  oppression  and  our  ignor¬ 
ance,”  said  Pincus. 

Added  Sanford:  “Four  years 
ago,  I’m  delighted  to  say,  one  of  us 
came  out  as  a  lesbian.  That’s  me.” 
Sanford  said  one  experience  she 
had  which  demonstrated  the  im¬ 
portance  of  lesbian  visibility  in  the 
book  was  at  a  discussion  with 
members  of  a  student  organization 
at  Wellesley  College.  The  discus¬ 
sion  was  several  years  ago,  San¬ 
ford  said,  before  very  much  about 
lesbians  was  available  in  print. 
“Several  of  them  talked  about  the 
important  moments  they  had, 
reading  the  lesbian  chapter  over 
and  over,”  she  recalled. 

Alliance  co-chairperson  Ann 
Maguire  introduced  David  Peter¬ 
son,  recipient  of  the  F.O.  Mat- 
thiessen  Community  Service 
Award,  who,  Maguire  noted,  “is 
perhaps  best  known  when  he 
dresses  up  as  Sister  Mary 
Apathy.”  Peterson  was  one  of  the 


founders  of  Gay  Community 
News,  and  has  been  involved  in  in¬ 
numerable  other  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau,  the  Cambridge 
Gay  Political  Caucus,  and  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Media  Advocates. 

“I  feel  that  this  award  properly 
belongs  to  all  of  us,”  said  Peter¬ 
son,  “and  in  accepting  this  award  I 


would  like  to  accept  it  on  behalf  of 
all  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.” 

Peterson  took  the  opportunity 
to  assess  the  gains  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  and  to  point  out  what  he  sees  as 
some  troublesome  trends. 

“We  have  built  our  own  institu¬ 
tions,  established  our  own  tradi- 
Continued  on  page  12 


BL/GPA  honorees,  from  left,  Larry  Kessler,  AIDS  Action  Committee; 
Jane  Pincus  and  Wendy  Sanford  (rear)  of  the  Boston  Women’s 
Healthbook  Collective;  Urvashi  Vaid;  David  Peterson. 
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Community  Voices 


fat  politics/body  politics 


DOUBLE  SPACE 
YOUR  LETTERS!!! 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes 
letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at 
all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED 
and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  let¬ 
ters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a 
space-available  basis,  unless  they 
contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Address  let¬ 
ters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


our  own  truths 

Dear  Friends, 

Nancy  Wechsler’s  recent  coverage  of  my  Sep¬ 
tember  concert  was  disappointing  in  its  narrow¬ 
ness  and  lack  of  perspective.  Thanks  to  those  who 
arc  writing  in  to  repair  some  of  the  distortions 
and  omissions  in  the  article.  Your  answers  speak 
better  for  me,  and  for  so  many  others,  than  I 
could  have. 

1  do  want  to  take  a  moment  to  say  to  other 
readers — don’t  let  fear  of  criticism  or  rejection 
stop  you  in  your  search  for  an  identity  that 
includes  all  of  you. 

We  as  a  movement  have  a  history  of  targeting 
“suspect”  groups  seen  as  a  threat  to  our  identity 
or  survival:  transsexuals,  bisexuals,  mothers  of 
male  children,  proponents  of  s/m,  to  name  a  few. 
We  don’t  need  to  do  this  to  be  strong,  and,  in 
fact,  the  divide  and  conquer  tactics  of  oppressive 
outside  forces  are  well  served  by  our  willingness 
to  turn  on  each  other.  In  an  atmosphere  of  fear, 
intimidation,  and  conditional  support,  where  is 
the  room  to  explore  our  own  reality  and  come  up 
with  our  own  truths  about  our  unique  selves?  Our 
survival  as  individuals  and  as  a  people  depends  on 
creating  this  kind  of  room  for  each  other.  It  is 
people  who  know  who  they  are  and  are  not  afraid 
of  it,  who  ultimately  create  a  strong  movement 
that  can’t  be  shaken  by  New  Right  attacks,  homo¬ 
phobia  and  other  oppressions. 

We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  each  other  to  be  this 
kind  of  movement.  I  encourage  all  of  you  who  are 
questioning  “boundaries  you  believed  in,”  or  any 
dividing  lines  that  no  longer  serve  your  growth,  to 
stay  with  it,  be  fearless,  and  know  I  am  singing 
with  you! 

Through  discord  and  harmony, 

Betsy  Rose 
Cambridge,  MA 

oink 

Dear  ones, 

After  putting  much  energy  toward  helping 
Nicaragua  get  afloat  and  stay  stong,  I  was  sure 
pissed  off  when  Daniel  Ortega,  the  Nicaraguan 
head  of  state  said  in  a  Playboy  interview,  “There 
were  all  kinds  of  vices  —  drugs,  homosexuality.” 
He  was  referring  to  his  experiences  in  prison. 

Weil,  fuck  you,  Senor  Ortega.  Homosexuality 
is  not  a  vice.  It’s  an  alternative  to  your  heterosex¬ 
ist,  dominating,  wife-beating,  child-molesting, 
man/woman  roles.  And  if  you  want  support  for 
your  revolution,  you  better  change  a  few  ideas. 

Sure  Somoza  was  a  pig.  But  you  sound  like  an 
oinker,  too. 

Sincerely, 

Sally  Roma 
Oakland,  CA 


Dear  GCN, 

1  would  like  to  respond  to  Judith  Berns’ 
“Speaking  Out"  piece  on  compulsive  overeating, 
a  piece  she  addresses  (and  I  believe  wrongly  so)  to 
“Fat  Womyn.” 

I  am  a  thin  woman  who  is  not  now  and  has 
never  been  fat.  I  too  have  had  a  painful  history  of 
compulsive  overeating,  a  nightmare  I  am  glad  to 
have  left  behind  me  some  three  years  ago. 

I  am  also  quite  deeply  committed  to  the  tenets 
of  Fat  Liberation.  It  was,  in  fact,  fat  politics 
which  released  me  from  some  of  the  very  things 
which  kept  my  own  compulsive  overeating  going. 
Some  of  the  most  potent  were:  my  obsession  with 
reaching  some  unreal  standard  of  boy-like  thin¬ 
ness,  and  (hence)  the  insanity  of  dieting.  Fat 
politics  got  me  off  the  viscious  binge-diet  merry- 
go-round  that  had  left  me,  in  the  end,  totally  out 
of  control  around  food.  Considering  the  self- 
hatred,  the  very  real  deprivation,  and  the  obses¬ 
sion  with  what  and  how  much  one  can  or  cannot 
eat  that  are  part  and  parcel  of  dieting,  it  is 
SMALL  WONDER  that  some  of  us  become  crazy 
around  food;  that  we  no  longer  have  a  normal, 
relaxed  attitude  about  food;  I  also  realize  that  the 
causes  of  compulsive  overeating  are  potentially . 
many  and  complex,  and  that  I  cannot  pretend  to 
have  all  the  answers. 

But  there  is  something  I  would  like  to  make 
PERFECTLY  CLEAR,  something  that  exists 
quite  apart  from  what  makes  some  of  us  (thin  or 
fat)  into  compulsive  overeaters.  And  it  is  this: 
studies  have  shown  time  and  time  and  time  again 
that  fat  women  eat  NO  MORE  and  NO  DIF¬ 
FERENTLY  on  the  average  than  thin  women.  (In 
fact,  studies  of  fat  adolescent  women  show  that 
they  eat  significantly  LESS  than  their  thin  peers.) 

I  want  this  made  perfectly  clear  because  as  a 
thin  woman,  I  do  not  want  to  remain  complicit  in 
maintaining  the  oppression  of  fat  women  whom  I 
love.  And  when  we  take  a  subject  like  compulsive 
overeating  (which  is  experienced  by  a  minority  of 
fat  and  thin  women  alike)  and  use  it  to  make  a 
general  statement  such  as  Judith  Berns  does  (“1 
believe  that  those  of  us  who  are  fat  have  eaten 
compulsively  to  get  that  way”)  then  we  ARE 
complicit  in  keeping  fat  women  down.  It  smacks 
uncomfortably  of  the  classic  “blame  the  victim” 
line  of  thinking. 

I  really  believe  that  we  who  “happen”  to  fall 
on  the  thin  (“normal”)  side  of  the  fence  (by 

“mental  patients” 
are  people 

Dear  GCN, 

The  U.S.  military’s  bombing  of  a  Grenadan 
mental  hospital  struck  me  as  significant  in  the 
type  of  target  selected.  I  am  an  ex-inmate  who  is 
active  in  the  Psychiatric  Inmates  Liberation 
Movement.  Hearing  accounts  of  this  atrocity 
against  Grenadan  mental  patients  underscored 
for  me  the  very  real  connections  between  imper¬ 
ialism,  racism,  and  mentalism.  Mentalism  is  the 
oppression  of  people  labelled  “mentally  ill,”  an 
oppression  that  much  of  the  left  has  yet  to  recog¬ 
nize,  and  often  actively  perpetuates. 

The  Pentagon  was  clearly  aware  of  the  nature 
of  this  target,  as  the  Richmond  Hill  Mental  Hos¬ 
pital  is  marked  as  such  on  the  standard  map  of 
Grenada.  Moreover,  the  White  House  has  clearly 
made  a  zealous  (if  grossly  ineffectual)  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  entire  invasion  in  a  way  that  could 
be  presented  to  the  American  public  and  the 
world  as  acceptable,  even  heroic.  This  was  the 
reason  for  the  stream  of  lies  and  bragging  about 
the  entire  invasion.  The  bombing  itself  was 
accomplished  with  three  runs  by  a  Navy  attack 
plane,  capable  of  reaching  any  target  on  the 
island.  Hence,  the  near-total  destruction  of  a 


whatever  fortunate  or  unfortunate  means)  can¬ 
not,  in  good  conscience,  settle  into  an  attitude  of 
self-congratulation  (nor,  for  that  matter,  set  up  a 
mutual  admiration  society!) 

Because  fat  women  are  still  out  there,  being 
jeered  at  in  the  streets,  being  discriminated 
against  for  jobs  and  housing,  dying  of  intestinal 
bypass  and  stomach-stapling  surgery,  being  re¬ 
jected  as  friends  and  lovers,  being  unable  to  get 
anything  but  drab,  polyester  clothing,  IF  THAT, 
having  no  provisions  made  for  comfortable 
seating  at  community  events  (or  elsewhere);  in 
short,  being  rendered  invisible  and  “guilty”  by 
the  society  around  them.  As  a  thin  woman  I  am 
not  proud  of  the  part  that  we  thin  women  have 
played  in  this,  in  both  subtle  and  overt  ways.  1  feel 
we  cannot  afford  to  generalize  about  the  lives  and 
habits  of  fat  women  whom  we  have  never  met.  I 
feel  we  do  need  to  continue  to  talk  about  com¬ 
pulsive  overeating  because  I  for  one  have  known 
the  pain,  obsession  and  shame  of  that  experience. 
But  I  most  certainly  do  not  want  to  see  this  done 
at  the  expense  of  fat  women  who  are  not  now  and 
have  never  been  compulsive  overeaters;  hence, 
cannot  effectively  become  thin  by  “resuming” 
normal  eating. 

This  AUTOMATIC  equation  between 
overeating  and  fat  must  stop!  As  a  proud  member 
of  another  twelve-step  program  similar  to  OA,  I 
most  certainly  do  not  want  to  see  the  program  us¬ 
ed  as  a  means  (however  unintended  by  the  author) 
to  justify  our  continued  oppression  of  fat  women. 
Nor  do  I  want  to  see  its  good  teachings  in¬ 
advertently  contributing  to  the  widespread  but  in 
many  cases  dead-wrong  myths  about  what  makes 
people  fat  (or  THIN,  for  that  matter). 

One  more  thing.  There  was  a  time  when  I  too 
only  looked  at  thin  women.  That  I  now  can  see  fat 
women  as  beautiful,  worthy,  powerful,  sensual  is 
a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  strength  for  me;  as 
a  visual  artist  this  has  informed  and  deepened  my 
vision.  I  feel  honored  to  have  come  to  know,  love 
and  respect  fat-positive  fat  women  whose  insight, 
humor  and  irreverence  I  might  otherwise  have 
had  to  do  without. 

I  know  today  that  I  personally  cannot  afford 
that  loss. 

Arlene  Diehl 
Boston,  MA 


building  containing  183  mental  patients,  prob¬ 
ably  mostly  Grenadan  blacks.  (Information  from 
Guardian,  11/9/83.) 

When  mental  patients  register  as  people,  the 
bombing  of  a  mental  hospital  will  register  in 
world  opinion  as  the  bombing  of  a  hospital 
(although  even  civil  mental  hospitals  are  not  real¬ 
ly  hospitals  but  prisons).  The  qualification 
“mental  hospital”  appeared  from  the  start  in  all 
accounts  1  heard  and  saw  of  this  atrocity.  We 
deserve  to  live! 

Name  Withheld, 

Berkeley,  CA 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
_ (617)  426-9371 


AIDS  Resource  List 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
:  trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 

( 267-7573 )  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in- 
1  dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
I  subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

|  The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
|  Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
!  Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
[  questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline,  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 

270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out - - 

Continuing  the  Fight  for  All  Our  Lives 


By  Larry  Kessler 

These  remarks  were  given  on  behalf  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  at  the  BL/GPA  awards 
dinner  on  November  18.  The  AIDS  Action  Committee  received  an  award  for  community 
service. 

During  this  past  week  as  1  reflected  on  what  I  might  say  tonight  1  struggled  with  the  fact 
that  there  was  not  an  awful  lot  of  good  news  to  report.  But  then  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  did 
not  want  to  fall  into  the  trap  of  glossing  over  the  issue  as  seems  to  have  become  fashionable 
in  the  community.  The  sad  truth  is  that  sometime  this  weekend  the  third  thousand  person  in 
America  will  be  told  by  his  or  her  physician  that  he  or  she  has  AIDS  and  that  the  prognosis 
for  living  more  than  two  or  three  years  is  slim.  Most  likely,  that  person  will  be  a  gay  man,  34 
years  of  age,  just  settling  into  a  career,  and  like  you  and  me  concerned  about  the  future,  his 
friends  and  family,  and  eager  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  city  and  society  in  which  he  lives. 

Here  in  Massachusetts,  contrary  to  what  you  may  have  come  to  believe  the  story  is  the 
same.  The  numbers  are  mounting  and  more  people  are  being  forced  to  re-evalutate  their 
lives  and  priorities.  As  of  today  there  are  now  61  confirmed  and/or  soon  to  be  confirmed 
cases  of  AIDS.  Of  those  61  men,  women,  and  children,  21  have  died.  Next  year  at  this 
time  we  will  probably  have  250  people  in  the  commonwealth  with  full  blown  AIDS. 

What  does  all  of  this  mean  for  us  tonight?  And  what  is  the  message  that  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  would  like  to  see  you  go  home  with?  Quite  simply  the  message  is  this:  AIDS 
is  not  going  away.  Despite  our  common  refrain  of  “I’m  over  it,”  “I  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  it,”  or  “I’m  all  AIDS-ed  out,”  we  know  that  AIDS  will  be  with  us  for  a  long,  long 
time.  We  cannot  allow  ourselves  to  be  “over  it”  until  it  is  over. 

Yes,  many  of  us  feel  helpless  and  inadequate  in  response  to  this  disease  and  how  it  has 
altered  our  lives.  Even  our  health  professionals  face  the  grim  recognition  of  knowing  how 
little  they  know  about  AIDS.  Because,  we  fee!  helpless  does  not  mean  we  are  helpless.  The 
persons  living  with  AIDS  have  taught  us  by  their  example  and  their  defiant  assertiveness  that 
they  are  not  helpless  or  hopeless.  They  have  demonstrated  that  they  are  neither  “AIDS  vic¬ 
tims,”  nor,  except  in  a  limited  sense,  “AIDS  patients.”  They  have  rejected  the  passivity  that 
the  word  “victim”  implies.  And  they  are  patients  only  in  the  context  of  medical  treatment. 
They  have  fully  creative  lives  inside  and  outside  the  hospital  room  and  beyond  their  role  as 
recipients  of  health  care. 

Likewise,  neither  are  we,  persons  without  AIDS,  helpless.  We  can  reduce  our  risk  of 
contracting  AIDS  by  altering  our  lifestyles  and  changing  what  we  do  with  our  sexual  part¬ 
ners.  We  can  educate  ourselves  about  all  the  aspects  of  AIDS  and  the  impact  on  our  lives. 
Moreover,  we  can,  at  a  minimum,  talk  freely,  not  obsessively  or  hysterically,  with  friends 
about  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  the  Boston  gay  community. 

The  simple  admission  that  AIDS  is  with  us  in  Boston  is  the  first  step  in  taking  control  of 
AIDS,  and  our  own  empowerment.  We  are  not  only  able  to  deal  with  AIDS  on  an  emo¬ 
tional  level,  we  are  also  able  and  willing  to  act.  What  are  some  of  those  ways? 

First  of  all,  because  of  the  political  nature  of  this  disease  we  need  to  look  more  closely  at 
the  implications  and  impact  that  AIDS  is  having  on  our  lives  and  on  society  as  a  whole.  We 
can  demand  of  our  political  leadership  much  more  than  we  have  gotten  so  far. 

Let  us  start  right  here  tonight  with  a  message  that  we  want  Barnev  Frank  f Barnev  Frank 
was  also  in  attendance  to  receive  an  award  from  BL/GPA.  ed.]Ao  take  back  to  the  halls  of 
congress.  Let’s  send  that  message  that  we  are  not  willing  to  pay  one  more  cent  for  germ  war¬ 
fare  that  already  has  the  capability  of  killing  every  man,  woman  and  child  on  this  globe  50 
times  over.  We  don’t  want  money  spent  developing  germs.  We  want  money  spent  to  find  the 
germ  that  has  already  killed  1200  Americans.  Tell  them  in  Washington,  Barney,  that  there 
are  100,000  gay  men  and  women  in  Massachusetts  who  don’t  want  cruise  missies  in  the 
suburbs  of  London  and  Berlin  and  that  we  don’t  want  the  MX  in  Nevada  or  New  York  City. 
Or  even,  Mr.  Frank,  in  South  Boston.  We  do  want  another  $50  million  for  research  and 
another  $50  million  for  patient  support  services. 

Let  us  also  send  a  message  from  this  hall  tonight  to  the  new  mayor  of  Boston.  Let’s  tell 
him  that  of  the  1 ,000  new  positions  he  has  to  fill  at  city  hall  and  on  the  hundreds  of  commis¬ 
sions,  boards  and  agencies  that  make  up  this  city  we  want  at  least  100  of  those  positions  to  go 
to  qualified  lesbians  and  gay  men.  And  let’s  tell  him  that  we  expect  that  these  new  employees 
and  his  administration  must  respond  to  the  health  and  human  services  needs  of  the  men  and 
women  with  AIDS  in  this  city.  We  not  only  want  people  to  be  able  to  walk  the  streets  of  this 
city  safely  regardless  of  their  race,  their  sex,  their  age  and  their  sexual  preference,  but  we  also 
want  and  demand  that  these  same  people  have  the  same  feeling  of  security  when  they  are  lay¬ 
ing  sick  in  a  hospital  bed  dealing  with  AIDS.  They  should  not  have  to  live  with  the  fear  that 
if  they  ring  the  call  button  on  their  bed  that  it  might  take  two  hours  for  a  nurse  to  get  around 
to  them  anymore  than  it  should  take  two  hours  for  a  policeman  to  respond  to  an  attack  on  a 

The  Case  of  Alan 

No  Security  for  Those 

By  Gary  Ralph 

One  of  the  books  I  took  with  me  on  my  first  trip  to  San  Francisco  this  summer  was  called 
Bodyguard  of  Lies.  It  tells  the  story  of  the  very  elaborate  counter-intelligence  operations 
used  by  the  British  to  find  out  information  about  the  Nazi  war  machine  and,  in  turn,  to 
plant  false  information  about  themselves  that  would  lead  the  Nazis  to  direct  their  strategies 
wrongly.  In  this  effort  they  were  greatly  aided  by  having  broken,  very  early  on  in  the  game, 
the  code  in  which  all  wireless  information  was  transmitted  by  the  Nazis.  That  they  were 
able  to  do  this  was  due  to  the  effort  of  a  young,  brilliant  mathematician  named  Alan 
Turing. 

The  more  I  read,  the  more  endearing  Turing  seemed  to  me.  He  was  a  genuine  type  of  the 
English  eccentric:  absent-minded,  sloppy  dresser;  but  also  had  a  few  more  suggestive  pecu¬ 
liarities — for  instance, "he  was  very  fond  of  a  radio  show  entitled  Adventures  in  Toyland 
and  would  keep  his  mother  on  the  phone  during  the  entire  course  of  its  broadcast,  to 
discuss  events  as  they  unfolded.  (This  was  when  he  was  in  his  late  twenties.)  The  book  im¬ 
plied  that,  although  the  British  Government  recognized  his,  in  fact,  pivotal  value  to  the  war 
effort,  they  were  hard  put  to  provide  him  with  comfort,  encouragement  or  incentive;  a  man 
who  listened  to  Adventures  in  Toyland  was  obviously  not  the  type  that  would  respond  to 
official  decorations  or  citations  of  merit.  About  the  most  they  did  was  give  him  elaborate, 
all-expenses-paid  vacations,  and,  when  he  fell  ill,  provide  him  with  fresh  tropical  fruit 
(hard  to  get  in  wartime  England).  Of  course,  all  of  Turing’s  activities  as  a  code-breaker 
were  top-secret,  even  for  many  years  after  the  war,  and  he  received  no  public  recognition 
during  his  lifetime  for  the  essential  services  he  had  performed. 

For  many  weeks  after  I  finished  Bodyguard  of  Lies,  Alan  Turing  stuck  in  my  mind.  He 
seemed  so  incongruous  a  figure  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  cut-throat  maquis  and  sinister 
double-agents  who  populated  the  rest  of  the  book. 

Last  Thursday  I  picked  up  a  copy  of  the  latest  New  York  Times  Book  Review:, A 
biography  of  Alan  Turing  had  just  come  out,  and  the  closing  paragraphs  of  the  review  of  it 
added  some  new  information  to  my  picture  of  Turing: 

“Turing’s  house  was  burglarized  in  1952,  and  it  was  quickly  clear  to  him  that  one  of  his 
occasional  lovers  was  involved.  In  the  course  of  making  depositions  to  the  police,  Turing 
revealed  his  homosexuality. .  .  .  Turing  was  found  guilty  of  homosexuality  and  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  ‘treatment’  rather  than  jail.  Regular  injections  of  female  sex  hormones  were 
given  to  him  to  quel'  his  sex  drive.  Turing  did  not  want  to  try  to  use  any  of  his  connections 
in  government  or  the  academic  world  to  mitigate  his  sentence  and  he  simply  endured  it, 
growing  breasts  and  being  rendered  impotent  by  the  time  the  treatment  ended  in  a  year.  .  .  . 


gay  man  or  lesbian  in  the  South  End. 

Let  us  also  send  a  message  to  the  governor  who  quickly  responded  to  the  menningitis 
scare  this  summer  when  four  people  on  the  South  Shore  were  bitten  by  mosquitos.  We  are 
glad  that  you  were  able  to  find  $500,000  to  help  protect  the  lives  of  people  there.  Please  res¬ 
pond  as  quickly  when  we  ask  for  $1 .5  million  later  this  month  for  AIDS  research  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  And  please,  let  us  tell  the  governor  that  we  want  him  to  state  clearly  that  the 
next  suburban  hospital  that  allows  its  staff  to  refuse  to  do  a  biopsy  on  a  man  with  Kaposi’s 
lessions  will  not  only  find  its  funding  cut,  but  that  those  employees  will  lose  their  licences 
and  never  practice  medicine  in  this  state  again. 

And  we  as  a  community  can  stop  mimicking  the  Moral  Majority.  There  is  no  justifica¬ 
tion  or  logical  reason  for  us  to  make  moral  judgements  about  the  gay  men  who  have  con¬ 
tracted  AIDS.  The  subtle  and  sometimes  not  so  subtle  way  that  we  divide  the  community  in¬ 
to  good  gays  and  bad  gays  is  not  helpful.  In  fact,  it  is  extremely  destructive  to  us  as  a  com¬ 
munity  and  particularly  painful  to  the  man  who  has  AIDS  and  is  trying  desperately  to  make 
some  sense  of  this  tragedy  in  his  life.  We  need  to  be  standing  there  with  him,  not  joining 
Jerry  Falwell  in  moralizing  about  the  reasons  he  has  gotten  sick.  Likewise,  AIDS  jokes  arc 
not  funny.  There  is  nothing  funny  about  having  a  disease  that  leaves  your  life  devastated 
and  leaves  you  vulnerable  to  some  of  humankinds  most  gruesome  infections.  We  put  en¬ 
vironmental  secretary  Watts  in  his  place  when  he  so  rudely  ridiculed  women,  blacks,  and  the 
disabled.  Should  we  not  do  the  same  when  someone  attacks  the  victims  of  this  mysterious 
disease  by  poking  fun  at  them  or  their  sexual  preference? 

Tonight  is  a  good  time  for  all  of  us  to  recommit  our  energies  and  renew  our  resolve  to 
conquer  AIDS.  It  is,  finally,  a  time  for  us  to  remember  those  who  have  died  from  AIDS  and 
to  support  those  who  are  now  living  with  AIDS  and  are  daily  fighting  for  their  lives. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  cannot  be  here  tonight  to  thank 
you  for  your  support  and  the  honor  we  feel  by  being  designated  to  receive  this  award.  His 
name  is  Paul  DiAngelo.  Paul  was  the  most  recent  man  to  die  of  AIDS.  Paul  was  very  special 
to  us  because  he  was  a  member  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committe  and  the  first  such  member  to 
die  from  AIDS.  In  so  many  ways  this  award  should  have  his  name  on  it  because  for  the  past 
nine  months  of  this  year  he  spent  every  waking  moment  educating  the  community,  the 
medical  world,  and  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  about  the  political  and  moral  issues  of 
AIDS.  Not  only  was  he  always  ready  to  work  with  the  media  and  the  press,  but  he  took 
seriously  his  role  as  a  political  person  who  was  in  touch  with  the  challenge  that  living  in  (lie 
80’s  offers.  He  was  particularly  aware  of  that  role  as  a  gay  man  first,  and  secondly,  as  a 
human  being  living  with  AIDS.  And  even  when  he  was  outraged  by  the  slowness  of  the 
research  funding  bills,  or  the  confusion  of  the  medical  world,  or  the  growing  pains  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee,  he  always  made  time  to  ask  about  other  issues,  he  understood  the 
connections  between  sexism,  racism,  homophobia  and  how  they  sometimes  became  intert¬ 
wined  with  his  disease.  But  most  of  all  he  cared  about  people,  particularly  other  people  with 
AIDS.  Even  on  days  when  he  could  barely  lift  his  head  form  the  pillow,  he  would  take  the 
time  to  encourage  and  prod  other  men  with  AIDS  over  the  phone.  He  cared.  And  that  is  the 
good  news  about  all  of  this.  It  seems  we  are  developing  a  community  that  is  a  caring  one,  one 
that  is  working  hard  seeking  ways  to  support  those  among  us  who  have  gotten  sick,  and  also 
finding  ways  to  keep  the  rest  of  the  community  well,  and  happy. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  invite  you  all  to  a  memorial  service 
tomorrow  [Am’.  /9.  ed.)  morning  for  Paul  DiAngelo.  Even  if  you  did  not  know  Paul  per¬ 
sonally,  it  is  perfectly  appropriate  to  join  his  lover,  family,  and  friends,  as  well  as  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee,  in  re-dedicating  yourself  to  continuing  the  fight  for  all  our  lives.  Thank 
you. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Who  Never  Had  It 

One  day  in  1954,  he  prepared  a  cyanide-coated  apple,  just  as  he  had  once  seen  the  wicked 
witch  do  in  Walt  Disney’s  ‘Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.’  Unlike  her,  he  bit  into  his 
own  apple,  and  he  was  found  dead  the  next  day.”  (NYTBR,  November' 13,  1983,  page  25) 

Three  years  ago — maybe  even  a  year  ago — I  suppose  I  would  not  have  fought  back  the 
tears.  As  old-time  readers  of  GCN  will  be  aware,  I  used  to  be  something  of  a  flaming  radi¬ 
cal:  I  flaunted  my  gayness,  made  speeches,  marched  in  flamboyant  costumes.  But  now  I 
have  a  steady  job,  a  moderately  expensive  apartment,  and,  although  the  art  museum  where 
I  work  is  hardly  a  hotbed  of  rednecks,  most  of  the  people  I  work  with  aren’t  aware  that  I’m 
gay.  Why  should  they  be,  I  would  reflect  comfortably  to  myself.  I  do  my  work  well  and 
don’t  bother  anybody;  that’s  the  only  thing  that’s  important  to  them. 

I  might  argue  to  myself  that  a  life  spent  largely  in  the  world  of  Adventures  in  Toyland 
and  Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs  is  not  the  best  preparation  for  having  to  deal  with 
the  police  force  of  the  1950s.  I  might  argue  that  Turing  got  himself  into  the  fix,  that  he  may 
even  have  wanted  it;  may  have  thought  and  hoped  that  he  really  could  be  cured,  and  killed 
himself  when  he  found  out  he  couldn’t.  Or  I  might  say  that,  after  all,  1952  was  a  long  time 
ago,  and  aren’t  we  lucky  that  things  have  changed. 

Well,  of  course,  we  are.  But  I  can’t  help  thinking,  also,  that  thirty  years  is  not  really  such 
a  long  time.  Not  so  long  that  there  are  not  still  people  in  power  who  wouldn’t  just  as  soon 
make  me  impotent  as  give  me  a  medal:  anything  to  shut  me  up,  once  they’ve  gotten  what 
they  wanted  out  of  me. 

We  are  at  a  curious  stage  in  the  history  of  Gay  Liberation:  we  can  no  longer  accomplish 
what  we  want  by  disruption.  The  brave  days  when  we  could  make  substantial  gains  by 
walking  onto  the  set  of  a  TV  show  are  no  longer.  Whatever  we  could  get  by  doing  so,  we 
already  have,  now.  The  temptation  is  to  say  that  what  we  want  now,  we  get  by  buying  our 
way  into  it.  We’ll  work  for  them,  cover  ourselves  with  honor,  and  then  use  it  as  a  bargain¬ 
ing  point,  to  achieve  the  security  we  need.  Once  we  have  our  gay  movie  star,  our  gay 
Supreme  Court  judge,  our  gay  Nobel-prize-winning  author,  everybody  will  be  nice  to  us. 

Are  we  fools  to  give  them  what  they  want?  Not  always;  I’m  all  for  having  stopped  the 
Nazis.  But  we  are  fools  if  we  try  to  figure  out  what  they  want  so  that  we  can  give  it  to  them. 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  the  security  we  achieve  does  not  give  security  to  those  whomever 
had  it,  or  are  having  it  taken  away  from  them,  we  are  fools  not  to  know  that  our  own  secur¬ 
ity  is  illusory.  When  we  play  their  game,  we  play  into  their  hands — whatever  private  reser¬ 
vations  we  may  be  making  to  ourselves,  to  preserve  our  moral  purity.  If  it  isn’t  our  game, 
it’s  a  lie.  A  bodyguard  of  lies  may  have  worked  for  the  Allies,  but  it  didn’t  work  for  Tur¬ 
ing,  and  it  will  not  work  for  me. 


«  i  4*  I  t 


Page  6  •  Gay  Community  News,  December  3,  1983 


TURBO  2+2 


je  onn07rxnru^0- 

i'  280iowantsP- 

.  driver aZing- 
nee  Plu5'uine  pure  han' 

Pure  eV,  Lrning  V5 
ocafe^Vd0*  5 

,at  te»s  you  |QW"  and 

"fuel  leVle  rern"'der5 

a  in,ora  new  Da«v" 

■  lease  a  ne 


See  KEVIN  , 
Newton  Datsun 


Mass  Pike 
Exit  17E  or  16W 


Spandex,  Sousa,  Bad  Politics 


On  the  Road  to  Hollywood,  a 

concert  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bit-  Apple  Corps  and  the  Different 
Drummers.  Saturday,  Nov.  12, 
1983,  Symphony  Space,  New 
York  City.  Benefit  to  raise  money 
for  the  Bin  Apple  Corps  to  travel 
to  Los  Angeles  to  give  a  concert 
and  lead  the  march  during  Gay 
Bride  Week,  1984 

By  Jolanta  Benal 
If,  like  me,  you  remember  high 
school  all  too  clearly,  you  know 
all  about  marching  bands.  ‘The 
girls  play  woodwinds  and  twirl 
batons;  the  boys  play  brass  and 
pound  drums.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  the  Different  Drum¬ 
mers  and  the  Big  Apple  Corps 
play  much  better  than  high  school 
bands  and  act  much  less 
wholesome.  The  Big  Apple’s 
twirlers,  who  are  all  boys,  wore 
pink  spandex  constumes  that 
would  never  have  gone  over  in  the 
ninth  grade.  (Besides,  what  ninth- 
grade  boy  could  wear  pink 
spandex  to  advantage?)  Kent 
Custer  rates  a  special  mention  for 
excellent  twirling  done  with  a 
barely  straight  (sorry)  face  that 
says  more  about  camp  than  Susan 
Sontag  will  ever  know. 

As  for  the  music,  it’s  silly  and 
unfair  to  hold  amateurs  to  the 
standards  of  the  New  York 
Philharmonic.  It’s  particularly 
unfair  to  do  so  when  one  of  the 
bands  (the  Drummers)  got  off  the 
bus  from  D.C.  in  the  wee  hours  of 
the  day  of  the  concert.  So  the  only 
real  questions  are:  1.  Are  they 
competent?  and  2.  Are  they  fun? 

Yes,  they  are  fun  (see  pink 


spandex,  above),  aside  from  one 
serious  political  problem  that  I’ll 
talk  about  at  the  end  of  this 


review.  And  yes,  they  are  compe¬ 
tent,  in  fact  quite  a  lot  better  than 
competent  on  most  of  their 
numbers.  Both  bands  had  weak 
spots,  the  Different  Drummers  in 
“Victory  at  Sea’’  (Richard 
Rodgers)  and  the  Big  Apple  Corps 
in  “Selections  from  A  Chorus 
Line"  (Marvin  Hamlisch).  But 
everything  else  sounded  fine,  and 
some  of  it  deserves  singling  out 
for  praise. 

“Tuxedo  Junction”  (Hawkins- 
Johnson-Dash)  and  “Slaughter  on 
Tenth  Avenue’’  (Richard 
Rodgers)  were  tight  and  clean.  I 
especially  enjoyed  Joseph  Avena’s 
treat  of  a  clarinet  solo  on  “Tux¬ 
edo  Junction.”  (Incidentally, 
Avena  has  four-way  hips  that 
riveted  my  companions  attention. 
I’m  lucky  to  have  such  true  music 
lovers  as  friends.) 

Laurel  Zucker,  the  soloist  on 
“Night  Soliloquy  for  Solo  Flute” 
(Kent  Kennan),  plays  expressively 
and  intelligently.  She  has  a  nice 
strong  tone  that  falters  just  a  bit  in 
the  upper  ranges;  five’ll  get  you 
ten  that  problem  clears  up  as  soon 
as  Zucker  gets  completely  comfor¬ 


table  with  performing  publicly. 

Victor  Bongiovanni’s  piano 
work  in  “Slaughter  on  Tenth 


Avenue”  was  everything  you 
could  ask  for.  Bongiovanni  com¬ 
posed  one  of  the  evening’s  other 
highlights,  the  “Big  Apple  Corps 
Rag.”  In  its  premiere  perfor¬ 
mance,  this  work  sounded  less  rag 
than  rag-influenced;  I  liked  it, 
especially  the  opening  section,  in 
which  drums  and  flutes  play  off 
each  other. 

Sam  Gindin,  the  Big  Apple’s 
music  director,  is  good  at  his 


work.  Since  he  belongs  to  the 
jump-up-and-down-and-flourish- 
your-baton  school  of  conducting, 
he’s  also  entertaining.  Mrs.  Gin¬ 
din,  who  was  sitting  next  to  me, 
had  this  to  say  about  her  son’s 
performance:  “I’m  just  thrilled  to 
the  core.”  Gerry  Walker,  who 
conducts  the  Different  Drum¬ 
mers,  doesn’t  do  a  floor  show  but 
seems  to  be  just  as  effective  as 


Gindin  at  managing  music. 

Now  for  the  political  problem  1 
mentioned  before.  I  have  a  friend 
who  finds  the  whole  idea  of  a  gay 
marching  band  distasteful  on  the 
grounds  that  it  replicates  straight 
culture.  I’m  not  ready  to  follow 
her  to  the  barricades  on  that 
because  I  think  that  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  the  sight  of  women  banging 
bass  drums  and  men  prancing 
around  in  pink  spandex  has  to 
undermine  a  patriarchal  and 
heterosexist  assumption  or  two. 
Besides,  people  enjoy  playing  in 
bands. 

But  1  was  disappointed  when 
the  concert  ended  with  a  “Tribute 
to  Irving  Berlin”  that  included 
“God  Bless  America”  and  two 
John  Philip  Sousa  numbers,  the 
“Washington  Post”  and  “Stars 
and  Stripes  Forever.”  I  can  do  my 
rap  on  the  connections  among 
militarism,  heterosexism,  sexism, 


etc.,  etc.,  some  other  time.  But  (if 
only  because  the  military 
discriminates  against  gay 
people  —  and  let’s  not  forget 
poor  Joanne  Newak)  I  think  it’s 
wrong,  wrong,  wrong  for  a  gay 
band  to  play  music  that  celebrates 
the  martial  life.  There’s  plenty  of 
other  rousing  music  around,  so 
how  about  dumping  some  of  those 
armed  forces  standards? 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
Different  Drummers  and  the  Big 
Apple  Corps  play  much  better  than 
high  school  bands  and  act  much  less 
wholesome. 


. .  .1  think  it’s  wrong,  wrong, 
wrong  for  a  gay  band  to  play  music 
that  celebrates  the  martial  life. 
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■  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO 
-  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10AM- 


PERFECT  MEN 
RAOUL’S  MASTERPIECE 


EL  PASO 
INCHES 


New  T  V  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Plus  Special  Sports 


DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 


NEW  YORK  MEN’ 
AND 

ORANGE  HANKY 
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Resumes 
Flyers 
Posters 
Brochures 
Invitations 
Stationary 

Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar 
55  Broad  St.,  Boston  (617)  542-8280 
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Typesetting 


TOYS  &  JOYS  FOR  LOVERS! 
“ADULT  EROTIC  AID  CATALOG” 
500  PLUS  ITEMS 
*10%  DISCOUNT 

Enclosed  is  $3.00,  Dcheck,  □money  order.  Please  send 
me  the  “Toys  &  Joys  For  Lovers’’  catalog.  *1  understand  that 
with  my  first  order  of  $20.00  or  more,  1  will  receive  a  10% 
discount  on  all  items  ordered  before  3/1/84. 

. . . * . . . . . * . . . : 

Please  Print 

§|  '  I 

2  2 

s  Name _  s' 

I  I 

jj  Address: _  § 

1  City : _ State _ Zip _  f 

P.S.  All  items  shipped  in  plain  wrapper  and  marked 
“personal  &  confidential.” 

2  ,  2 

i  MAIL  TO :  DAVKEN  Associates  \ 

P.O.  Box  448 

Milton,  MA  02186  j 

Please  allow  4-6  weeks  for  delivery.  \ 
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TILE  CARPET 

J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 
LINOLEUM  (617)  825-5340 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
W£ekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


tALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 

SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 

.LAIRLINES  LOWEST  PRICES  NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio- Phones- Hifi-Color 

Upert  Rppair  4  T,v  &  Stereo  at  lowest 
•fifes  ANYWHERE'  Outside  antpnno  mstollo 
ion  n  specialty  Moss  'Tech  lie  981 
Old  foshioned  service  at  an  honest  price1 

1  ree  Pickup  and  Delivers 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boiton  Tel.  523-2187 


QUICK 

RELEASE 

MOVERS 


EXPERIENCED  •  RELIABLE  •  REASONABLE 
MICHAEL  •  DOUGLASS  •  497-2246 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  -on  owning  Ihe 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  reguires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  m  <8am-6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 
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By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

Chairs  are  arranged  in  a  tidy  circle.  As  you 
walk  down  the  narrow  stairway,  you  can  see 
people  in  the  kitchen  getting  pastries  and 
bread  ready  to  place  on  a  long  table.  Men  and 
women  are  chatting  and  laughing  and  invar¬ 
iably  someone  comes  over  to  welcome  you.  It 
may  be  bitterly  cold  outside  on  Memorial  Drive, 
but  here  in  the  basement  of  the  MIT  Hillel 
building,  a  joyous  and  warm  air  reigns.  We  are 
at  another  get-together  of  Am  Tikva. 

The  group  was  formed  in  December  1976  as  a 
place  for  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  and  their  allies 
to  come  together  in  a  relaxed  and  safe  environ¬ 
ment.  Organizers  looked  for  a  name  which 
would  set  the  tone  they  were  trying  to  achieve, 
at  the  same  time  filling  the  practical  need  of  be¬ 
ing  relatively  easy  to  pronounce.  “Am  Tikva,’’ 
Hebrew  for  “People  of  Hope,”  fit  right  into  their 
stated  purpose  of  providing  a  place  where  wo¬ 
men  and  men  could  join  together  to  share  their 
experiences  of  being  both  gay  and  Jewish, 
where  people  who  come  from  a  wide  range  of 
Jewish  backgrounds  could  explore  these  two 
aspects  of  their  personalities  and  integrate 
them  into  a  source  of  creative  and  positive 
energy. 


According  to  Larry  Englisher,  one  of  the 
group’s  founding  members,  “For  many,  Am 
Tikva  represents  an  alternative  to  the  Jewish 
establishment,  which  is  unsympathetic  at  best 
and  hostile  at  the  worst  to  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians.” 

As  a  group,  Am  Tikva  is  structured  fairly  in¬ 
formally.  There  is  a  five-person  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  elected  by  the  membership,  which  at 
this  point  numbers  around  60.  The  committee  is 
responsible  for  coordinating  events,  dealing 
with  day-to-day  budgetary  issues  and  helping 


Local  Niches 


to  form  other  committees.  One  of  these  other 
committees  is  the  Service  Committee,  which 
plans  the  regular  monthly  Jewish  Friday  Night 
Sabbath  Service  and  the  special  religious  ser¬ 
vices  of  Passover,  Rosh  Hashanah  (Jewish 
New  Year),  Sukkot  (fall  harvest),  The  Holocaust 
Memorial  Service  held  in  April  or  May  to  com¬ 
memorate  all  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
German  concentration  camps  and  the  Inter¬ 


faith  Services  where  Am  Tikva  members  wor¬ 
ship  with  other  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  all 
faiths  at  Thanksgiving  time  and  before  the  an¬ 
nual  Gay  Pride  March  each  June. 

Am  Tikva  services  are  informal.  No  ordained 
Rabbi  runs  the  service  but  rather  a  group 
member  is  chosen  to  lead  and  the  Service  Com¬ 
mittee  prepares  the  prayer  books  to  be  used. 

At  their  religious  services  Am  Tikva  makes  all 
attempts  to  de-genderize  the  liturgy  by  neuter¬ 
ing  English  nouns  and  pronouns  and,  when  He¬ 
brew  is  used,  by  using  both  the  masculine  and 
the  feminine  forms  of  the  language.  For  in¬ 
stance,  in  English  they  use  the  terms  “The  Eter¬ 
nal,”  “The  Almighty”  and  “God”  while  avoiding 
the  term  “Lord,”  which  is  considered  to  be 
more  masculine  in  nature.  In  Hebrew,  they 
switch  between  “Adonai”  (God),  which  is  an  ex¬ 
pressly  masculine  word  in  that  language,  and 
“ Shekhina ”  (Divine  Presence),  which  is 
feminine. 

Another  event  which  the  Service  Committee 
coordinates  is  the  monthly  Friday  night  Oneg 
Shabbot  (Rejoicing  on  the  Sabbath)  which  is  a 
Continued  on  back  page  of  Calendar  section. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  02116 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

SOUTHERN 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Coptey  Square 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

DENTISTRY 

DR.RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Boston 
Cape  Cod 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

THE  BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 

P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM  - 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $100.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 


The  Man  They  Called  a  Monster 


The  Asbestos  Diary 
Vice  Versa 

Casimir  Dukhciz 


Paul  Wilson 

Cassell  Australia  Limited 

North  Ryde,  New  South  Wales,  Australia,  1981 

150pp.,  $12r.00 

The  Sexual  Aspects  of  Paedophile 
Relations 

Theo  Sandfort 
PA  N/Spartacus 
Amsterdam,  1982 
136pp.,  $12.50 

Reviewed  by  Mark  McHarry 


The  name  of  the  newspaper  is  Truth,  which  right 
away  gives  you  pause.  Its  headline  for  Sept.  29, 
1979,  catches  your  breath:  “Sex  Monster’s 
2000  Boy  Victims — Police  Seize  Trunkloads  of  Pic¬ 
tures,  Films,  Tapes.”  Tucked  neatly  under  the  huge 
black  letters  is  the  photo  of  a  smiling  man  in  a  flow¬ 
ered  shirt.  In  between  announcements  of  an  “Expo- 
vin  Contest — Great  Prizes  for  You”  and  a  teaser  for 
an  article  about  “The  Crazy  Kennedy  Kids”  we  learn 
that  Clarence  Osborne,  a  senior  Australian  public 
servant,  committed  suicide  after  police  uncovered 
secret  sex  files  going  back  20  years,  covering  his  rela¬ 
tionships  with  more  than  2000  boys.  Police  quotes 
describe  the  case  as  “Australia’s  most  horrifying 
example  of  perversion.” 

Surely  gays  picking  up  Truth  or  the  more  stately 
Brisbane  Sunday  Mail  and  reading  its  equally  sensa¬ 
tionalists  lead  story  felt  what  we  in  the  Northeastern 
U.S.  did  last  December  upon  seeing  the  front  page 
photos  of  the  missing  Etan  Patz  and  the  headlines 
which  asked,  “Did  Sex  Club  Trap  This  Boy?”  As  it 


The  Boy  and  the  Dagger 

Asgar  Lund 

Kit 

Alan  Edward 

Panthology  One 
Panthology  Two 

Coltsfoot  Press 
Amsterdam,  Netherlands 


Reviewed  by  Roger  Moody 


Since  Eros  was  himself  a  naughty  boy,  aiming  his 
slings  and  arrows  at  lustful  adults,  it  is  perhaps 
surprising  how  little  pedophile  erotica  manages 
to  surface  in  the  western  world.  What  does  is  either 
firmly  cast  in  the  Uranian  mold  (curly  choirboys  and 
creaking  cassocks)  or  in  the  cock-crazed  cadences  of 
such  as  Casimir  Dukahz.  There’s  little  in  between: 
little  that  is  thoughtful,  realistic,  and  virtually 
nothing  that  sees  sexuality  from  the  boys’  points  of 
view. 

Of  course  12-  or  14-year-old  young  men  think  even 
less  of  writing  about  their  sex  lives  than  they  do  of 
reporting  back  to  Mom  from  summer  camp.  Who 
can  blame  them?  An  attack  of  poison  ivy  may  cer¬ 
tainly  be  more  eventful — and  literarily  promising — 
than  weekly  fellatio  from  the  friendly  man  next  door. 

However,  we  might  have  reasonably  expected  that 
boy-loving  men,  who  rush  to  the  pen  at  every  wink 
and  expletive  from  their  younger  partners,  would 
lower  their  heads  now  and  again  and  don  their  men¬ 
tal  short  pants.  Instead,  we  have  to  resort  to  the  lava- 
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turned  out,  the  “sex  club,”  which  is  how  the  police 
and  much  of  the  media  referred  to  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA),  did 
not,  while  Clarence  Osborne’s  files  did  attest  to  the 
fact  that  he  had  had  sex  with  boys,  90  percent  of 
whom  were  13  to  20. 

Gays  on  both  continents  who  otherwise  may  be  in¬ 
different  to  man-boy  love  no  doubt  wondered  where 
the  scandals  might  lead.  Knowing  the  propensity  of 
the  right  to  smear  homosexuals  as  “child  molesters,” 
it  would  be  little  wonder  that  mainstream  gays  would 
want  to  put  as  much  distance  as  possible  between 
Clarence  Osborne  or  NAMBLA  and  themselves. 

For  the  most  part  they  didn’t.  The  gay  press  on 
both  parts  of  the  globe,  while  not  endorsing  Osborne 
or  NAMBLA,  recognized  the  sensationalism  as  gay 
baiting  and  denounced  it  accordingly.  The  scandals 
soon  fizzled:  Osborne,  dead,  was  an  unavailable  tar¬ 
get  and  the  police  statements  about  Etan  Patz  were 
disproved  by  NAMBLA  at  a  press  conference. 

It  is  well  that  the  gay  communities  kept  their  cool, 
for  the  two  books  reviewed  here  give  ample  evidence 
of  just  how  far  wrong  the  news  accounts  were.  Not 
only  do  they  refute  many  of  the  stereotypes  about 
man-boy  love  so  vociferously  put  forth  by  society’s 
moral  guardians,  they  even  support  some  of  the  rad¬ 
ical  assertions  groups  like  NAMBLA  have  made.  The 
two  are  among  the  first  studies  in  the  social  science 
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literature  to  legitimize  man-boy  love.  As  such  they 
are  landmark  works.  The  question  that  lingers  after 
reading  them  is  not  how  good  they  are,  but  how 
much  good  they  will  do  a  sex-negative  culture  such  as 
ours. 

Riddled  with  minor  inaccuracies  and  plagued  by  a 
sloppy  style,  Paul  Wilson’s  The  Man  They  Called  a 
Monster  nonetheless  charts  a  careful  course  over  the 
events  that  led  to  the  suicide  and  subsequent  media 
expose  of  the  61 -year-old  Brisbane  court  reporter, 
Clarence  Osborne.  Wilson,  a  sociologist  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Queensland,  Brisbane,  is  non-pedophile 
and  apparently  straight.  He  undertook  the  book 
because  he  had  met  Osborne,  interviewed  12  of  his 
partners  and  realized  when  the  scandal  broke  that  the 
facts  of  the  man’s  life  were  being  bludgeoned  beyond 
recognition. 

Though  Wilson  is  at  times  backhanded  in  his  sup¬ 
port  of  boy-lovers — without  any  empirical  evidence 
he  paints  them  as  social  misfits — he  is  more  than  fair 
in  his  treatment  of  Osborne,  ruthlessly  critical  of  the 
press’  uncritical  reportage  of  police  assertions  and,  in 
the  end,  sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  way  the  rights 
Osborne  and  his  young  partners  were  abused  by  the 
scandal-making  process  to  call  for  abolishing  age-of- 
consent  laws  altogether. 

Clarence  Osborne  does  not  come  across  as  a  partic¬ 
ularly  likeable  fellow.  Described  as  a  misogynist  and 
a  man  who  dumps  a  boy  when  he  becomes  “sick  of 
him,”  Osborne  used  concealed  microphones  in  his 
tiome  and  car  to  tape  conversations  with  youths.  He 
sent  photos  of  them  to  overseas  pedophile  magazines 
(it’s  unclear  whether  Wilson  means  that  the  maga- 
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tory  walls,  or  the  precious  few  NAMBLA  and  Dutch 
documents  to  find  out  how  boys  really  feel. 

Spartacus,  publishers  of  the  internationally  famed 
Gay  Guide,  set  up  PAN  a  few  years  ago  to  publish 
the  magazine  Paedo  Alert  News.  Two  years  back, 
PAN  itself  bought  out  Coltsfoot  of  New'  York,  a 
small  outfit  sunk  in  the  child  protection  maelstrom  of 
the  late  ’70s,  although  it  published  nothing  that  most 
people  would  term  porn. 

Unfortunately,  PAN  also  took  over  Casimir 
Dukahz  and  decided  to  distribute  both  Dukahz’s  fic¬ 
tional  works.  Dukahz  must  by  now  be  186  years  old, 
while  his  views  of  what  boys  enjoy  for  money  or  how 
boy-lovers  should  encourage  their  younger  friends  to 
look  on  women  are  firmly  rooted  in  the  neanderthal 
era.  But  “he’s  so  funny!”  I  sometimes  hear  it 
claimed — as  if  misogynist  “jokes”  were  any  more 
than  a  cloak  for  aggression. 

The  only  saving  grace  in  both  works  is  the  main 
juvenile  lead,  13-year-old  Luc,  who  bashes  the  insuf¬ 
ferable  Dukahz  with  ginger-beer  bottles  and  yawns  in 
his  face  “. .  .as  I  kiss  his  hot  curled  tongue.”  Unfor¬ 
tunately  Dukahz  has  Luc  submit  to  sodomy  before 
we’re  very  far  into  Vice  Versa  and  the  boy,  despite 
himself,  enjoys  it.  Luc  is  the  inverse  of  cul,  French 
for  butt.  Casimir  Dukahz  must  be  the  anagram  of 
something,  too,  but  I  can’t  quite  honestly  find  the 
time  to  search  for  it. 

Asgar  Lund’s  Boy  and  the  Dagger  doesn’t  even 
have  the  merit  of  Asbestos  Diary  of  puncturing  read¬ 
ers’  incipient  tumescences  with  a  back-hander. 
Lund’s  adolescent  heroes,  dories  in  Richard  Steen’s 
accompanying  drawings,  are  more  equipped  to  deal 
with  ravaging  males  with  a  well-turned  backside  than 
with  a  well-turned  phrase.  If  we  are  to  have  15-year- 
old  serfs  buggered  at  every  opportunity,  better  the 
honest  horrors  of  Gilles  de  Rais! 

However,  Coltsfoot’s  two  Panthologies  are  quite 
different.  One  man’s  erotica  may  be  another 
woman’s  porn,  but  at  least  some  of  the  sequences 
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here  can  be  read  by  most  sensitive,  open-minded  peo¬ 
ple  with  a  degree  of  identification  with  both  younger 
and  older  participants.  There  is  also  considerable  vari¬ 
ety  in  tone  and  intention,  ranging  from  the  puckish 
and  the  preposterous  (as  in  Bill  Hill’s  “Anton”)  to 
the  poetic  and  the  proud. 

Of  course  none  of  the  tales  are  written  by  boys  and 
none  by  women.  Nonetheless,  contributions  such  as 
Nathaniel  Pitt’s  “Dragons”  or  John  Bishop’s 
“Dennis”  go  some  way  to  undermining  the  stereo¬ 
type  of  the  obsessive,  manipulative  or  philandering 
boy-lover.  And  Louis  A.  Colantuono  —  thirty-odd 
pages  of  whose  autobiographical  Lonely  Roamer  and 
Foolish  Child  is  included  in  Pathology  Two — is  a  real 
discovery.  In  a  raw,  unaffected  style  (Colantuono 
apparently  taught  himself  to  type  in  prison  after 
being  convicted  of  loving  boys)  he  records  his  days 
and  nights  as  a  trucker  with  a  number  of  his  adoptive 
“sons.”  His  honesty  and  gentleness  put  many  more 
polished  writers  to  shame.  And  he  remembers  what 
the  young  say  and  do  with  that  almost-total  recall 
which  comes  form  passionate  devotion  to  them. 

Kit  purports  to  be  something  else  again  than  the 
Panthologies:  a  “serious”  boy-love  novel  demon¬ 
strating  (no  less)  how  pedophilia  cures  a  highly  dis¬ 
turbed  12-year-old  in  a  closed  British  psychiatric 
institution.  Unless  I’m  much  mistaken,  author  Alan 
Edward  is  actually  a  leading  child  psychiatrist  whose 
anti-pedophile  output  under  his  own  name  has  (to 
quote  Peyrefitte  on  Gide)  condemned  the  sect  of 
which  he  is  himself  a  member.  Certainly  Edward  can 
convey  the  manifold  levels  of  psychiatric  repression 
as  only  a  practitioner  may:  the  book  fairly  whiffs  of 
carbolic  and  musty  sheets. 

But,  notwithstanding  some  of  the  most  arousing 
descriptions  of  boy/man  sensuality  I’ve  ever  read  in 
English,  the  work  is  based  on  an  illusion — if  not  a 
downright  lie.  This  is  that  the  mere  physical  commit¬ 
ment  of  an  openly  pedophile  man  can  transform  an 
anguished  autistic  young  person  into  his  “real  self.” 
The  nature  of  that  “real  self”  is  begged  throughout 
except  as  a  reflection  of  the  man’s  desires.  When — 
after  a  passionate  but  elliptical  affair  in  the  woods — 
man  and  boy  suddenly  take  off  and  miraculously 
materialize  at  the  end  of  the  book  on  a  transatlantic 
flight,  all  pretense  at  reality  breaks  down  completely. 

Clearly,  current  English-language  pedophile  fic¬ 
tion  is  still  light  years  away  from  what  it  might  be. 
All  the  more  regrettable,  considering  that  recent 
French  novels,  such  as  Tony  Duvert’s  Quand  mourut 
Jonathon  and  Robert  Lalonde’s  Le  dernier  ete  des 
indiens  (a  12-year-old  boy’s  narrative  of  his  passion 
for  a  native  Canadian  chief),  are  just  crying  out  to  be 
translated  and  published  in  English. 


zines  were  also  pornographic),  apparently  without 
the  boys’  permission.  He  lied  to  the  youths  about  the 
nature  of  his  activity,  not  denying,  when  asked,  that 
he  was  doing  “research.”  Boys  who  expressed 
doubts  about  their  heterosexuality  were  reassured 
they  weren’t  gay. 

To  be  sure,  Wilson’s  many  other  inaccuracies 
make  you  wonder  about  his  descriptions  of  Osborne. 
Despite  the  fuzzy  glimpses  we  get  of  him — probably 
due  to  the  author’s  ambivalence — Osborne  is  not  a 
person  I’d  care  to  meet.  But  the  boys  with  whom 
Osborne  formed  relationships  liked  him: 

Some  were  at  great  pains  to  point  out  that 
their  relationships  were  “just  a  bit  of  fun” 
while  others  imputed  deeper  meanings  to  their 
contacts  with  Osborne,  suggesting  that  they 
filled  emotional  vacuums  in  their  lives.  All 
defended  him  and  some  wanted  to  “put  the  rec¬ 
ord  straight”  regarding  the  media  accounts  of 
the  man.  These  men  were  indignant  concerning 
the  press  coverage  of  the  case  and  were  careful 
to  point  out  that  Osborne  did  not  pressurize 
them  into  sex  or  invade  their  privacy  in  any  way. 

Wilson  is  unclear  as  to  why  so  many  teenage  boys 
would  want  to  have  sex  with  a  man  like  Osborne.  He 
moves  only  slightly  beyond  the  stereotypes  presented 
by  police  and  social  welfare  agencies  who  say  young 
victims  come  from  economically  and  spiritually  poor 
families: 

It  seems,  from  all  available  information,  that 
the  boys  were  “pushed”  towards  the  older  man 
because  of  the  lack  of  warmth  and  security  they 
found  in  their  families. ...  To  the  young  males 
he  was  at  times  a  social  support,  a  source  for 
finding  one’s  identity,  and  a  person  who 
offered  affection  in  an  affectionless  world. 

This  “push”  is  due  in  large  measure,  Wilson 
believes,  to  an  increasing  androgynization  of  adoles¬ 
cence.  Male  youths 

are  no  longer  bound  by  the  rigid  sex  role  stereo¬ 
types  that  dominated  them  in  the  past.  The 
implication  of  this  trend  is  that  in  the  future 
adolescent  boys  will  be  looking  for  ways  to 
have  their  affectionate  and  what  could  be 
termed  “feminine”  needs  met.  The  question 
will  be  whether  we  as  a  society  rely  on  the  Clar¬ 
ence  Osbornes  of  this  world  to  fulfill  these 
needs,  or  whether  we  are  willing  to  more  radi¬ 
cally  reorientate  our  attitudes  towards  what  we 
consider  to  be  appropriate  masculine  and  femi¬ 
nine  behaviour. 

Aside  from  the  rather  faint  endorsement  of  people 
like  Osborne  here,  Wilson’s  vagueness  about  this 
trend  toward  androgyny  is  unsatisfying.  One  has  the 
feeling  that,  like  straights  who  have  sought  to  explain 
why  homosexuality  exists,  Wilson  is  in  water  over  his 
head.  The  police  were  even  more  baffled:  “In  the 
words  of  a  senior  investigating  officer,  Sergeant  Dan 
Reay,  ‘The  most  amazing  aspect  of  it  all  is  that  not 
one  boy  complained  to  his  parents  or  to  anyone  over 
the  years.’  ” 

The  sergeant  must  have  been  more  amazed  after 
reading  all  the  hype  about  the  sex  monster.  Wilson 
does  a  valuable  job  of  documenting  how  the  news 
media  distorted  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  is  at  his  best 
in  defining  why: 

[The  construction  of  a  deviant  identity]  arises 
not  only  from  the  act  itself,  but  also  from  soci¬ 
etal  reaction  to  it.  In  the  case  of  Clarence 
Osborne  various  techniques  were  used  by  soci¬ 
ety  to  impute  deviantness  to  him.  One  of  the 
major  ways. .  .was  by  the  process  of  stereotyp¬ 
ing.  Stereotyping,  long  recognized  by  sociolo¬ 
gists  as  a  deviant-making  technique,  involves  a 
tendency  to  jump  from  a  single  clue  or  a  small 
number  of  clues  in  actual,  suspected  or  alleged 
behavior,  to  a  more  general  picture  of  the 
“kind  of  person”  with  whom  one  is  dealing. 

Another  technique. .  .is  retrospective  inter¬ 
pretation.  . . .  Erving  Goffman  has  pointed  out 
that  the  “case  record”  or  “case  history” 
approach  dearly  loved  by  social  workers  and 
psychiatrists  is  a  typical  mechanism  by  which 
we  retrospectively  interpret  a  person’s  behav¬ 
iour  as  being  “deviant.”  For  example,  the  actu¬ 
al  function  of  case  records  seems  to  be  almost 
entirely  in  support  of  current  diagnoses,  in  rein¬ 
forcing  the  formal  definition  of  patients  as 
mentally  ill  and  in  denying  their  rationaliza¬ 
tions  and  counter-assertions....  And  so  it  is 
with  the  case  of  paedophiles.  In  both  the  media 
and  police  accounts  of  his  life  the  biographical 
reconstructions  try  to  show  that  Osborne  had  a 
special  history  that  specially  explained  his  cur¬ 
rent  “ monster ”  identity. . . 

Those  who  have  read  Mitzel’s  The  Boston  Sex 
Scandal  or  followed  closely  the  Etan  Patz  scam  of 
last  December  will  recognize  striking  similarities  with 
the  events  Down  Under:  sex  acts  with  minors  are 
blown  up  to  include  child  pornography  and  proslitu- 
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tion;  the  age  range  of  the  children  is  given  as  several 
years  lower  than  it  is  in  reality  (the  media  made  much 
of  the  fact  that  Osborne  had  a  photo  of  a  14-week- 
old  baby  in  his  home);  the  adults  are  said  to  use 
force,  trickery  and  money;  the  police  hint  at  yet 
darker  secrets,  possibly  murder;  contradictory  evi¬ 
dence  is  ignored;  and  even  establishment  newspapers, 
which  under  their  own  tenets  of  “objective  journal¬ 
ism”  should  know  better,  print  emotional  and  inac¬ 
curate  police  statements  without  rebuttal  or  critical 
comment. 

Why  does  society  go  to  such  extremes  to  vilify 
man-boy  love?  Wilson  attempts  an  answer  but  again 
steps  in  over  his  head.  He  ascribes  hostility  in  one 
place  to  ignorance,  in  another  to  general  sex  negativ¬ 
ity,  and  in  yet  a  third  to  the  concept  of  children  as 
property.  All,  to  be  sure,  are  factors,  but  they’re  ele¬ 
ments  in  a  much  more  complex  equation. 

Wilson  scores  a  good  point  in  his  contention  that 
people  considered  dangerous  are  often  not  those  who 
represent  a  physical  threat  to  anyone,  but  rather 
those  who  threaten  the  prevailing  morality.  The  fact 
that  boy-lovers  commonly  receive  far  longer  prison 
sentences  than  rapists  bears  this  out,  as  does  the  year- 
and-a-half  confinement  of  England’s  Paedophile 
Information  Exchange  Chairman  Tom  O’Carroll  for 
the  elusive  crime  of  “corrupting  public  morals.” 
Still,  Wilson’s  meanderings  in  his  search  for  the  grail 
of  sex  repression  grate  on  the  intellect.  In  fairness, 
one  shouldn’t  be  expected  to  scale  the  heights 
attempted  by  Freud  and  Reich  in  a  book  of  this 
scope,  but  then,  one  should  have  the  humility  not  to 
try. 

Wilson  is  good  toward  the  end,  when  he  examines 
the  scientific  literature  to  see  whether  the  effects  of 
adult-child  sexual  interaction  are  so  harmful  as  to 
justify  the  treatment  Osborne  received: 

Larry  Constantine  is  among  the  many  scien¬ 
tists  who  have  carried  out  extensive  reviews  of 
the  literature  on  child-adult  sexual  contacts.  In 
reviewing  130  separate  sources  on  the  subject 
Constantine  concluded  that:  “Immediate  nega¬ 
tive  reactions  are  minor  or  completely  absent  in 
the  majority  of  cases  and  significant  long-term 
psychological  or  social  impairment  is  rare.”  As 
Constantine  points  out,  this  is  a  remarkable 
finding  as  most  of  the  studies  carried  out  on 
children  who  had  sexual  contact  with  adults 
were  conducted  with  young  males  who  were 
referred  to  psychologists  for  counseling,  or 
alternatively  who  came  from  juvenile  or  penal 
institutions. 

From  my  own  reading  I’d  have  to  agree.  Much  as 
the  psychiatric  establishment  would  like  to  show 
harm,  its  literature,  based  as  it  is  on  negative  rela¬ 
tionships,  has  failed  to  show  that  adult-child  sex  is 
intrinsically  bad,  only  that  nonconsensual  exper¬ 
iences  can  be  harmful. 

Also  important  is  Wilson’s  conclusion,  again 
based  on  several  studies,  that  it  is  “relatively  com¬ 
mon”  for  male  youths  to  have  had  a  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  with  an  older  man,  particularly  if  it’s  as  high  as 
the  35  percent  he  claims. 

Wilson  is  on  much  shakier  ground  when,  in  order 
to  show  that  pedophiles  are  nonviolent  people,  he 
contends  that  the  great  majority  of  heterosexual 
men’s  approaches  to  girls  consist  merely  of  “sexplay 
. .  .looking,  showing,  fondling  and  being  fondled.” 
Wilson  and  others  argue  that  because  the  use  of  force 
is  a  “very  rare  phenomenon,”  such  acts  should  have 
minimal  importance. 

The  fact  is,  as  a  radical  feminist,  herself  a  boy- 
lover,  points  out  in  the  current  NAMBLA  Journal, 
any  act,  however  innocuous,  is  forceful  if  it  is  un¬ 
wanted  and  is  performed  against  the  recipient’s  will. 
Its  importance — particularly  to  children  and  women, 
who  have  forever  been  the  object  of  assaults — must 
never  be  minimized. 

Boys  are  brought  up  in  our  culture  very  differently 
than  girls.  Adolescent  boys,  particularly  teenagers, 
are  allowed  access  to  many  more  cultural  privileges — 
and  hence  empowerment — than  are  prepubescent 
males.  Wilson  might  have  done  well  to  have  consid¬ 
ered  this  in  his  section  on  power  and  consent  in  sex¬ 
ual  relationships. 

Then  again,  the  empowerment  of  children  and 
youth — and  ultimately  their  liberation — is  still  in  a 
nascent  state  in  the  pederast/pedophile  movement. 
The  NAMBLA  Bulletin  is  at  best  extremely  spotty  in 
its  coverage  of  youth  issues.  An  avuncular  column 
called  “Boys  in  the  Media”  regularly  tells  readers  of 
the  latest  doings  of  pubescent  television  stars  while 
developments  of  far  greater  importance  (e.g.,  the 
establishment  of  the  Indianerkommune  in  Nurnberg) 
are  scarcely  mentioned.  PIE’s  publication  Magpie 
has  been  only  somewhat  better.  To  be  sure,  youth 
liberation  is  ignored  elsewhere,  including,  to  its  dis¬ 
grace,  the  gay  community,  except  for  tenuous  sup- 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  7 
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The  Saga  of  Baby  Divine 

Bette  Midler,  illustrated  by  Todd  Schorr 
Crown  Publishers,  Inc. 

Mew  York 
1983,  $11.95 


Though  it’s  packaged  all  wrong,  this 
is  a  delight.  Schorr’s  tacky  hypercolor 
art  makes  this  look  like  a  kiddies’  book 
in  the  lower  levels  of  that  rich  genre. 
Open  this  book,  ignore  if  you  can  the 
grotesque  setting,  and  you  find  a  gem 
of  a  quasi- Victorian  morality  poem.  A 
new  morality  poem,  of  course,  but  still 
and  all,  nouns  are  capitalized  and  the 
second  and  fourth  lines  of  each  stanza 
rhyme.  Why,  this  should  have  been 
printed  as  a  broadside  wrapped  around 
a  Caedmon  record  album  featuring  the 
voice  of  guess  who. 

Midler  has  never  been  called  a  femi¬ 
nist,  but  one  cannot  call  her  anything 
else  better.  Every  move  in  her  career 
appears  to  be  one  more  shirking  of 
categorization.  But  in  The  Saga  of 
Baby  Divine,  the  man-and-woman 
couple  who  are  biologically  the  parents 
of  this  child  are  complete  and  total 
nerds.  What  saves  the  day — and  night 
— for  the  rugged  infant  individualiste 
(get  used  to  the  French,  dears,  Midler 
splashes  it  about  her  book  like  a  lesser 
person  might  Chanel) — anyway,  what 
saves  Baby  Divine  is  a  trio  of  wise  and 
wacky  women,  performers  all.  In  one 
especially  delightful  passage,  Anxiety, 
personified  quite  rightly  as  a  male, 
besieges  the  child.  His  mistake — for 
the  baby’s  protective  trio  consists  of  an 
opera  singer,  a  comic,  and  a  dancer, 
and  collectively  they  do  him  in. 

The  Saga  of  Baby  Divine  might  very 
well  do  the  same  for  your  own  anxiety 
— unless  yours  stems  from  a  monetary- 
or-lack-of-it  source.  In  that  case  wail 
’til  it  comes  to  the  public  library. 

—  Walt  a  Borawski 

Homosexuality: 

Social,  Psychological  and 
Biological  Issues 

William  Paul,  James  f).  Weinrich, 

John  C.  Gonsiorek,  Mary  E.  Hotvedt,  Eds. 

SA  GE  Publications 
Beverly  Hills,  CA 
1982,  416  pp„  $29.95 

If  it  did  nothing  else,  Homosexual¬ 
ity:  Social,  Psychological  and  Biologi¬ 
cal  Issues  shows  that  the  basic  tenet  of 
gay  liberation — that  is,  viewing  gay¬ 
ness  as  having  an  intrinsic  validity — 
has  finally  entered  and  taken  root  in 
the  groves  of  academe.  This  collection 
of  scientific  papers  covers  a  wide  range 
of  social  and  psychological  phenomena 
and  questions  relating  to  gayness. 
Many  of  these  questions  have  been  ad¬ 
dressed  before  by  social  and  biological 
scientists,  but  always  from  the  outside. 
In  the  past  science  has  been  preoccu¬ 
pied  with  “explaining”  homosexuality 
— these  authors  are  interested  in 
exploring  gavness. 

BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

SHORTS 


That  is  good  enough  news  in  itself. 
Homosexuality  is  a  good  representative 
grouping  of  current  research  on  a  wide 
range  of  topics:  lesbian  mothers, 
homosexuality  and  genetics,  the  social 
development  of  coming  out,  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  homosexuality  and 
constitutional  law  and  attempts  to 
understand  psychotherapy  in  terms  of 
homosexuality,  rather  than  the  other 
way  around.  The  31  chapters  cover  a 
mass  of  material.  Multidisciplinary 
and  almost  always  interesting,  the 
essays  tend  toward  the  dry  side  of  aca¬ 
demic  writing  but  are  never  unintelligi¬ 
ble  or  so  inbred  as  to  be  unreadable  or 
incomprehensible  to  the  common 
reader. 

Although  the  interests  here  range  a 
great  deal,  Homosexuality:  Social, 
Psychological  and  Biological  Issues  is 
clearly  meant  for  the  academic  or  stu¬ 
dent.  It  is  important  that  so  many 
essays  have  been  collected  between  two 
covers.  Usually  the  student  has  to  plow 
through  piles  of  quarterlies  or  reprints 
to  find  a  single  piece.  This  is  a  good 
selection  of  the  progressive  scholarship 
of  the  past  ten  years.  Though  hardly 
everyone’s  cup  of  tea  before  retiring 
for  the  evening,  Homosexuality  should 
prove  useful  to  many  and  shows  a 
good,  positive  direction  for  the 
academic  press. 

— Michael  Bronski 


such  a  stately  body  of  work. 

Shurin  captures  the  poet’s  search, 
the  isolationist  policy  conjured  up  in  so 
many  of  our  fleeting  moments  of 
attempting  balance  and  truth,  dishar¬ 
mony  and  contradiction.  It  is  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  struggle  between  creating 
art  and  our  actual  lives,  themes  which 
place  questions  where  answers  should 
be: 

As  to  the  separation  no  one  but 
the  hungry  remain  intact 
would  close  their  eyes  or  have 
their  eyes  closed 

and  the  excessive  vigor 
making  boundaries 
disappear 

(The  Graces) 

Shurin’s  Work  is  illusive,  romantic, 
preying  on  those  delicacies  which 
refrain  our  movement  and  encourage 
our  more  passionate  moments.  They 
withdraw,  intercede  and  lapse  into 
timeless  concessions.  They  are  day¬ 
dreams,  breeding  a  vague  remember- 
ance,  a  hopeful  thought,  a  tender  em¬ 
brace,  or  an  exuberant  kiss: 

The  best  becomes  better  only 
with  care,  implicit  in  the  un¬ 
folding  of  tongues,  and  the  one 
who  goes  knowingly  down  to 
desire  is  the  one  who  knows  bet¬ 
ter  in  the  end. 

(Multiple  Heart) 
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The  Graces 


Aaron  Shurin 
Four  Seasons  Foundation 
San  Francisco 
1982,  72  pp„  $4.95 


To  indulge  in  poetics  is  to  take  on 
the  task  of  revealing  the  inner  world  of 
the  poet’s  vision,  while  attempting  to 
gain  a  foothold  and  some  sense  of  dis¬ 
tance  and  insight  into  our  everyday 
lives.  Aaron  Shurin’s  latest  collection 
of  poetry,  The  Graces,  indulges  the 
reader  with  this  search  for  the  poet’s 
identity  and  voice.  Its  sensibility  is  one 
of  lyrical  romanticism,  steadied  only 
by  the  intricacies  of  Shurin’s  language 
and  his  ability  to  paint  figurative 
images  of  our  lives  and  the  art  we 
attempt  to  create: 

art  could  be  the  direct  experience, 
or  bitter  actual  denial 
a  very  slice  in  the  flesh 
the  arbitrary  image  which  gets 
nailed  to  the  wall  and  stays  that 
way 

This  is  not  sinister.  This  is  not 
even  happy 

(Parallel  Views) 

The  Graces  is  Shurin’s  fifth  collec¬ 
tion  of  poems,  which  solidly  places  him 
in  the  position  of  being  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  most  venerable  gay  poets. 
His  work  is  filled  with  dense  images, 
either  freeing  the  imagination  to 
respond  immediately,  or  confusing  it, 
leaving  the  reader  displaced  and  with¬ 
out  the  triumph  of  understanding  his 
message. 

Seldom  does  Shurin  provoke  senti¬ 
mentality.  Instead,  he  fills  his  pages 
with  an  almost  spiritual  quality  of 
words,  redeeming  the  few  incongruous 
verses,  which  seem  almost  irrelevant  in 


This  collection  of  poems  acts  as  a 
conduit.  They  encompass  the  reader’s 
attention.  They  persevere  and  are 
representational  of  the  art  of  poetry, 
which  has  contemporarily  lapsed  into 
either  bourgeois  sentimentality  or  lop¬ 
sided  prose.  Shurin  is  forthright  in  his 
insightful  perception  of  nature,  spirit¬ 
uality  andrelationships,  rendering  his 
vision  with  the  broadest  strokes  of  his 
brush  (pen).  He  elicits  a  more  natural 
response  to  the  homosexual,  whose 
existence  in  the  modern  state  has 
become  fused  with  a  certain  sense  of 
banality,  lethargy  and  various  urbane 
shortcomings. 

It  is  The  Graces' s  romanticism  which 
reveals  hope,  gestures  which  are  linked 
to  human  failings  as  well  as  ones 
attempting  to  aspire  to  a  new  sense  of 
dignity  and  respect.  It  is  rewarding  and 
insightful,  partially  fading  at  a  simple 
glance,  yet  expansive  at  a  closer  look. 

— Garland  Kvle 
©  1983 
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Isak  Dinesen,  The  Life  of 
a  Storyteller 

Judith  Thurman 
St.  Martin's  Press 
Mew  York 
1983,  $  9.95 


In  this  dense  and  lavishly  detailed 
biography,  poet  Judith  Thurman 
guides  us  through  the  course  of  Isak 
Dinesen’s  life  with  alacrity  and  ease. 
We  follow  Dinesen  from  her 
aristocratic  though  marred  childhood 
in  Denmark  to  her  frivolous  student 
days  in  Paris.  On  a  more  somber  note, 
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we  observe  the  struggles  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  she  endured  —  losses  w.tich  in¬ 
cluded  the  almost  annual  failure  of  her 
coffee  crop  and  the  liquidation  of  her 
plantation,  a  divorce  from  her  husband 
and  the  death  of  her  lover.  Significant¬ 
ly,  it  was  in  Africa  that  Isak  Dinesen 
contracted  syphilis  from  her  husband. 
Quite  early  in  her  marriage  she  was  in¬ 
fected  with  the  disease,  and  as  fate 
would  have  it,  Karen  Blixen  suffered 
grave  physical  ailments  while  her  hus¬ 
band,  Bror  Blixen,  went  unscathed. 

It  can  be  said  that  Isak  Dinesen  lived 
many  lives  and  that  for  all  these  she 
assumed  different  identities  —  com¬ 
posites,  really,  of  all  the  fragments 
that  comprised  her  personality.  In  her 
youth  she  was  Tanne,  the  Danish 
aristocrat  and  ingenue;  later  she  was 
Baroness  Karen  Blixen,  coffee  planter 
and  financial  speculator.  In  middle  age 
she  became  Isak  Dinesen,  story  teller, 
novelist  and  public  figure  —  a  hybrid 
creature  of  all  the  experiences  and 
destinies  she  had  lived. 

Karen  Blixen,  like  many  of  the 
talented  and  strong-willed  women  of 
her  time,  was  an  eccentric  and  in  many 
ways  a  misfit.  She  had  to  be  to  survive. 
Raised  on  a  steady  diet  of  feminism 
and  noblesse  oblige  as  a  child,  her 
cultural  heritage  bridged  both  the 
romantic  and  modern  periods.  As 
such,  the  schisms  and  contradictions  of 
her  era  both  nourished  and  disoriented 
her.  She  was  a  rebellious  figure,  both 
heady  and  arrogant  and,  in  a  single 
word,  “spoiled.”  As  a  young  woman 
she  relied  heavily  on  her  feminine 
charm  and  privileged  social  position  to 
get  her  way.  And  it  is  to  her  credit  that 
she  succeeded  most  of  the  time.  Had 
she  lacked  talent  and  ambition  she 
would  have  been  merely  one  of  the 
many  women  who  flirted  their  way 
through  life.  But  Karen  Blixen  had 
talent  in  abundance  and  she  also 
possessed  determination.  Her  strong 
will,  her  belief  in  herself  and,  ironical¬ 
ly,  her  need  to  please  others  saw  her 
through  to  successful  authorship. 

Isak  Dinesen  built  a  solid  literary 
refutation  on  the  numerous  collections 
of  psychological  tales  she  wrote.  The 
fir.  t  of  these  collections,  Seven  Gothic 
Tales,  catapulted  her  to  fame  in  the 
English-speaking  world.  She  was  an 
overnight  success,  as  the  saying  goes. 
But  the  glamor  and  charm  of  her  career 
were  marred  by  her  private  life.  Her 
physical  deterioration  diminished  the 
pleasure  of  her  fame  and  her 
dependence  on  amphetamines  added  to 
her  psychological  troubles.  As  the 
years  went  by  and  Isak  Dinesen 
courted  fame  and  literary  success,  she 
began  to  lose  the  sense  of  who  she  was. 
And  so  she  transformed  herself. 

By  old  age  she  was  emaciated,  the 
bones  jutting  out  of  her  face  and  her 
figure  frail  as  a  willow  branch.  She  was 
ethereal  and  mystical,  so  unlike  the 
earthy  personality  who  managed  a  cof¬ 
fee  plantation  in  the  heart  of  Africa. 
And  yet  one  cannot  help  but  stare  in 
awe  at  the  transformation  —  at  its 
necessity  and  its  success.  More  times 
than  can  be  imagined,  Isak  Dinesen 
hovered  near  death  or  was  in¬ 
capacitated  by  her  illness.  And  yet  she 
revived  herself.  Her  later  life  is  a 
chronicle  of  successive  physical 
degeneration  and  emotional  despera¬ 
tion  that  would  have  defeated  most  of 
us.  But  Isak  Dinesen  endured  it,  aided 
by  attendant  friends,  drugs  and  the 
anodyne  of  fame. 

At  her  death,  Isak  Dinesen  weighed 
little  more  than  80  pounds.  Her 
stomach  was  gone;  the  nerves  in  her 
spinal  column  had  been  surgically 
severed;  she  could  barely  eat. 
However,  on  her  deathbed  she  was 
planning  an  itinerary  for  southern 
Europe.  Isak  Dinesen  remained 
vigilant  to  the  end.  Few  men  or  women 
contain  within  them  such  stamina  or 
will  power,  such  heroic  magnitude  for 
survival. 

—J.R. 

BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 


The  Same  Story  Embellished 


Nights  in  Aruba 

Andrew  Nolle  ran 
William  Morrow  &  Co. 

New  York,  1983 
240pp.,  $12.95 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Wilson 


Someday  when  you’re  a  little  older,  you  may 
realize  that  repeating  yourself  is  not  the  worst 
thing  you  can  do  in  life.  Think  about  it.  There 
are  other  things  far  worse.”  So,  in  Andrew 
Holleran’s  new  novel,  Nights  in  Aruba,  does  the 
narrator’s  mother  admonish  her  young  son.  Reading 
this  passage,  I  couldn’t  help  but  wonder  whether  it 
was  also  meant  as  a  message  from  Holleran  to  his 
readers;  for  like  this  woman  under  the  influence  of 
nostalgia  and  a  late-night  drink,  Holleran  could  be 
accused  of  telling  the  same  story  again  “from  a 
slightly  different  angle.” 

Dancer  from  the  Dance,  the  story  which  brought 
Holleran  to  our  attention,  the  story  against  which  all 
of  his  subsequent  work  will  be  judged,  has  by  now 
acquired  landmark  status.  It  was  the  gay  publishing 
event  of  the  late  ’70s,  a  successful  and  popular  book 
whose  impact  was  less  literary  (Holleran  is  a  conven¬ 
tional,  if  gifted,  author)  than  social.  Christopher 
St  ret  called  Dancer  ‘‘the  chic  gay  novel  of  the  year” 
(perhaps  to  distinguish  it  from  the  gauche  gay  novel 
of  the  year,  Faggots),  and  there  was  a  time  when  it 
seemed  that  everyone  was  reading  the  book.  More 
importantly,  Dancer  from  the  Dance  was  acclaimed 
as  documentation  of  a  style  of  life  which  had  never 
before  been  represented  in  such  complete  and  sympa¬ 
thetic  detail:  life  in  the  gay  ghetto  after  Stonewall 
made  homosexuality  a  profession  and  the  profession¬ 
als  required  better  facilities. 

There  are  still  few  enough  depictions  of  gay  lives 
that  fiction  has  the  power  to  make  us  not  only  visible 
to  others  but  more  real  to  ourselves,  and  Holleran 
fashioned  a  particularly  glamorous  and  flattering 
(some  detractors  said  mythical)  collective  portrait  in 
Dancer  from  the  Dance.  The  search  of  his  beautiful 
young  hero,  Malone,  for  a  perfect  love  takes  him  to 
all  the  icons  of  urban  gay  life:  the  fabled  parties,  the 
baths,  the  discos.  Fire  Island.  Guided  by  Sutherland, 
a  flamboyantly  cynical  and  generous  speed  freak, 
Malone  encounters  and  becomes  a  part  of  a  tribe  of 
men  devoted  to  physical  pleasure,  of  which  dancing 
is  much  more  than  a  symbol;  men  in  thrall  to  the 
power  of  music,  sex,  beauty  and  the  hope  of 
romance.  Holleran  styled  Dancer  the  saga  of  the 
“doomed  queens,”  but  these  queens  are  “doomed” 
only  by  the  passing  of  their  golden  era;  as  irretriev¬ 
ably  lost  as  adolescence,  and  as  powerful  a  memory, 
the  period’s  ending  is  signalled  by  the  fire  at  the 
Everard  baths  and  the  discovery  of  disco  by  the  rest 
of  the  country. 

Holleran  returns,  in  Nights  in  Aruba,  to  the  same 
circuit  of  Manhattan  gay  life,  but  it  is  a  return 


marked  by  an  awareness  of  the  years  passed  since  the 
days  described  in  Dancer  and  even  since  the  time  of 
that  book’s  publication.  There  are  now  diseases 
which  cannot  be  faced  wth  penicillin  alone;  disco  is 
no  longer  the  reigning  diva;  “Fags  Against  Facial 
Hair”  stencil  CLONES  GO  HOME  on  East  Village 
streets;  and  “the  cockring  I  encountered  on  the  most 
jaded  homosexuals  at  the  Everard  baths  when  I  first 
went  there  was  now  worn  as  a  bracelet  by  the  New 
Wave  check-out  girl  in  the  grocery  I  stopped  in  for  a 
carton  of  eggs,  the  beautiful  mulatto  with  green 
hair.” 

Once  again,  Holleran’s  protagonist  is  a  man  who 
lives  in  a  roach-infested  walk-up  on  St.  Mark’s  Place, 
who  races  late  at  night  to  a  small  park  on  Fifteenth 
Street  determined  that  no  possible  love  elude  him;  a 
man  who  has  lived  fully  the  life  chronicled  in  Dancer 
and  seems,  like  those  others  he  sees  in  plaid  shirts, 
short  hair  and  beards,  “a  worn  veteran  of  a  war  that 
was  now  over.”  This  man,  “in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  in  the  middle  of  life,”  struggles  to  understand 
the  two  irreconcilable  passions  to  which  his  life  is 
devoted:  his  romance  with  the  men  and  streets  of 
Manhattan,  and  his  love  for  his  parents.  For  ten 
years  these  two  lives  have  been  kept  separate  and 
ignorant  of  each  other;  only  now  is  the  burden  of  this 
effort — “the  vigilance  of  a  hypocrite  can  seldom 
relax” — being  felt.  It  provokes  this  man,  who  has 
come  to  regard  thinking  as  a  “form  of  laziness,  an 
excuse  for  inaction,”  to  try  to  solve  this  central  mys¬ 
tery  of  his  life. 

Nights  in  Aruba  has  the  form  and  feeling  of  a  long, 
sleepless  night  during  which  one  goes,  year  by  year, 
event  by  event,  through  one’s  life,  foraging  for  pat¬ 
tern,  explanation  or  excuse,  some  answer.  What  Hol¬ 
leran’s  narrator  finds,  beneath  his  present  routine  of 
flight  from  the  Village  to  the  small  Florida  town 
where  his  parents  have  retired  and  his  subsequent, 
inevitable  retreat  from  their  life  to  his  own,  is  a  much 
older  and  deeper  design  of  exile  and  return. 

Holleran  begins  this  story  with  the  original  banish¬ 
ment  to  the  tropical  gardens  of  the  Caribbean.  At  the 
start  of  the  first  chapter  the  narrator  and  his  mother 
are  given  passport,  papers  and  money  and  placed  on 
an  oil  tanker  to  the  island  where  his  father  has  found 
employment.  Cut  off  from  friends  and  relatives  by 
Aruba’s  geographical  isolation  (it  is  the  early  ’50s), 
the  family  remains  resolutely  detached  from  the  set¬ 
ting  in  whcih  they  have  placed  themselves.  Fenced  off 
from  the  rest  of  the  island,  the  Foreign  Colony  is  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  an  American  suburb  with  exotic  foli¬ 
age,  a  decorative  backdrop  to  the  domestic  drama 
which  unfolds.  “For  the  most  part,”  the  narrator 
admits,  “I  hardly  knew  Aruba  at  all.”  In  Holleran’s 
hands,  this  isolation  remains  a  narrative  device,  mak¬ 
ing  move  vivid,  focused  and  familiar  the  emotional 
interactions  of  his  characters;  it  is  by  no  means  an 
indictment  of  the  lives  of  Americans  in  the  Third 
World,  for  the  point  of  view  is  that  of  a  child  devoted 
to  his  parents  and  anxious  for  their  approval,  puzzled 
by,  but  never  questioning,  their  motives  or  actions. 


The  family’s  life  in  Aruba  is  calm  and  ordered, 
though  not  as  ordered  as  the  son,  an  ascetic  and 
devout  Catholic,  would  like.  Except  during  Lent,  his 
mother  is  inclined  to  combat  the  boredom  of  her  days 
by  drinking  and  when  drunk  she  can  be  cruel,  indif¬ 
ferent  or  manic.  The  father,  a  more  remote  figure,  is 
less  confusing  to  the  son  and  less  interesting;  he  is, 
nonetheless,  loved  and  respected  by  his  child,  who 
relishes  the  smell  of  air-conditioning  on  his  father’s 
clothes  and  guards  the  telephone  during  his  mid-day 
nap. 

It  is  the  mother  who  dominates  the  nights  in 
Aruba,  though,  insisting  that  her  son  stay  up  with  her 
until  she  finishes  her  drink.  Whatever  her  behavior- 
reading  in  silence,  telling  the  repetitious  stories  of  her 
youth,  pretending  not  to  recognize  the  child— he 
accepts  it.  When  she  tells  him  that  his  uncle,  a 
bachelor,  has  never  visited  “because  he  loved  [his] 
mother  too  much,”  the  boy  wonders  how  this  is  pos¬ 
sible.  His  mother’s,  says  the  narrator,  was  “the  last 
faithful  love  I  would  ever  have.”  Like  all  such  loves, 
it  is  not  without  its  demands,  expectations  and 
manipulations.  The  mother  will' not  go  visiting  or  to 
mass  without  the  boy,  yet  she  insists  on  his  taking 
Communion  while  refusing  to  leave  the  pew  herself. 
She  taunts  him  when  he  cannot  kill  a  cockroach 
found  in  his  bedroom  and  insists  that  he  have  fist 
fights  with  boys  his  age.  Finally,  it  is  she  who  sends 
him,  like  his  older  sister,  into  exile  at  a  New  England 
boarding  school. 

Careful  readers  will  recognize  this  section  of 
Nights  in  Aruba  as  an  expanded  and  embellished  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  childhood  offered  as  Malone’s  in  Dancer 
from  the  Dance.  Although  for  Malone  the  setting  is 
said  to  be  Ceylon,  it  is  indistinguishable  from  the 
Aruba  described  here:  same  sun-drenched  patios, 
same  swaying  palms,  same  Dutch  sailors,  same 
“native”  maids.  Descriptions  of  family  life  are  trans¬ 
cribed  virtually  word  for  word.  Both  boys  live  in  a 
house  whose  dining  room  is  dominated  by  a  painting 
of  a  women  knitting  as  children  play  at  her  feet,  their 
fathers’  ideal  of  domestic  life.  Both  set  of  parents 
share  the  same  habits  and  offer  the  same  advice:  the 
mothers  say  always  keep  your  sense  of  humor;  the 
fathers,  get  a  degree  in  law  and  finance.  Such  repeti¬ 
tions  are  not  as  distracting  or  annoying  as  they  might 
be — not  the  worst  thing  in  life — because  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  places  they  occupy  in  the  two  novels.  What  is 
peripheral  detail  in  Dancer  is  at  the  emotional  core  of 
Nights  in  Aruba-,  and  if,  after  experiencing  boarding 
school  and  college  as  though  behind  glass,  both  boys 
seem  destined  to  grow  into  “the  man  to  whom  noth¬ 
ing  happened,”  they  are  rescued  from  that  fate  by 
very  different  means.  For  Malone  it  is  a  kiss  from  a 
Puerto  Rican  messenger,  for  the  narrator  of  Nights 
in  Aruba  a  hitch  in  the  Army. 

As  if  in  imitation  of  the  plot,  the  book  comes  alive 
when  its  narrator  enters  the  Army,  shaking  off  the 
langorous  melancholy  of  the  early  chapters.  By  sheer 
chance,  the  narrator  escapes  assignment  to  Vietnam, 
finding  himself  instead  on  a  base  in  West  Germany. 
He  is  still  an  earnest  young  man;  having  decided  that 
the  purpose  of  life  is  to  achieve  happiness  rather  than 
to  go  to  Heaven,  he  pursues  happiness  religiously 
(that  is,  chastely).  For  a  good  deal  of  his  time  in  Ger¬ 
many,  he  attempts  to  reach  his  goal  by  staring  out  the 
windows  of  the  base  library  and  taking  long  walks  in 
the  countryside.  Gradually,  however,  he  develops  an 
infatuation  with  a  fellow  soldier. 

I  never  spoke  to  him  but  he  was  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  feature  of  my  day,  and  one  evening 
while  I  was  brushing  my  teeth  at  the  barracks,  a 
hand  reached  into  the  basin  next  to  mine  to  test 
the  hot  water  and  I  recognized,  without  even 
looking  up,  my  fellow  mail  clerk — like  an 
archeologist  who  could,  from  a  few  limbs  and 
fragments  of  pottery,  construct  an  entire 
ancient  statue,  or  the  villa  that  surrounded  its 
pedestal  in  a  garden.  And  the  force  of  this 
instinct,  which  wished  to  transfer  its  allegiance 
from  my  mother,  exiled,  remote,  in  Jasper,  to 
some  new  object,  left  me  astonished. 

This  discovery  is  not  made  in  isolation.  The  base  is 
a  veritable  bastion  of  faggotry  and,  though  never  act¬ 
ing  on  his  feelings  for  the  clerk,  the  narrator  is  drawn 
into  a  gay  circle  lead  by  the  Clam.  So  named  for  his 
sweaty  palms,  the  Clam  romances  a  beautiful  cook, 
composing  sonnets  to  the  cook’s  cock  on  requisition 
forms.  The  group  he  presides  over  includes  the  Terri¬ 
ble  Twins,  two  effeminate  Southern  boys,  Vittorio, 
the  son  of  the  narrator’s  parents’  neighbors  in  Flor¬ 
ida,  and  (straining  narrative  credibility)  Wheatworth, 
the  most  devout  of  the  foreign  children  on  Aruba.  In 
their  company,  the  narrator  visits  The  Yellow  Rose 
of  Texas,  his  first  gay  bar;  there  he  allows  himself  to 
be  seduced  and  bedded  by  a  German,  an  experience 
he  follows  with  a  long,  long  shower  and  washing  his 
mouth  out  with  soap. 

Not  an  auspicious  beginning.  Yet  when  he  is  dis¬ 
charged  and  moves  to  New  York  City,  the  narrator 
slides  effortlessly  into  the  gay  milieu  depicted  in 
Dancer.  He  makes  an  effort  to  remain  in  touch  with 
the  group  from  Germany,  but  they  quickly  disperse 
and  the  Clam  is  supplanted  as  the  narrator’s  mentor 
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by  Mister  Friel.  A  middle-aged  queen  “assassinated 
by  four  colleagues  in  a  men’s  room”  at  Brooklyn 
College  and  denied  tenure,  Mister  Friel  plays  Virgil 
to  the  narrator’s  Dante:  finding  him  an  apartment, 
bringing  him  to  the  right  parties  and  offering  the  last 
word  on  gay  New  York. 

Mister  Friel  is  possessed  as  well  of  two  aging 
parents  in  Brooklyn  to  whom  he  must  tend  with 
increasing  frequency.  The  narrator  is  the  only  person 
ever  to  accompany  Mister  Friel  on  a  visit  to  his  par¬ 
ents;  there,  sealing  food  in  Tupperware  and  watching 
game  shows  with  elderly  strangers,  he  sees  how,  just 
as  other  characters  assume  the  marginal  jobs  Mister 
Friel  has  held  in  the  past,  he  will  come  to  play  the  role 
Mister  Friel  performs  for  his  parents. 

ft  is  a  role  he  has  already  begun  to  assume;  during 
the  regular  and  increasingly  lengthy  trips  to  Jasper  he 
cooks  for  his  parents,  accompanies  them  to  mass  and 
watches  television  with  his  mother.  He  experiences  as 
well  the  frustration  and  sense  of  entrapment,  the 
irony  and  inappropriateness  of  his  dutiful  behavior. 

Jasper  was  nothing  if  not  the  kingdom  of  the 
aged — a  kind  of  enchanted  village  in  whose  din¬ 
ing  rooms  I  sat,  thirty-five  and  celibate,  listen¬ 
ing  to  men  eighty  years  old  flirt  with  widows 
they  wished  to  marry  now  that  their  first  wife 
was  dead. 

On  such  nights  in  Jasper  the  narrator  vows  “to  make 
love  every  night  of  my  life  when  1  return  to  New 
York,”  but  in  New  York  his  attention  drifts  inexor¬ 


ably  back  to  his  family. 

The  narrator  is  alone  in  his  relentless  desire  to 
reconcile  his  love  for  men  with  his  love  for  his  par¬ 
ents.  Mister  Friel  does  not  attempt  to  bridge  the  gulf 
between  family  and  gay  life;  he  discusses  soap  operas 
with  his  mother  in  Brooklyn,  then  crosses  the  East 
River  to  frequent  the  baths,  where  “one  sleeps  with 
the  actors.”  Vittorio  declares:  “You  can’t  reconcile 
the  two  worlds.  Don’t  even  try.  .  .  .  Adoration  of  the 
penis  has  nothing  to  do  with  what  produced  us.”  But 
our  protagonist  is  not  dissuaded.  Instead,  he  collects 
tales  about  the  families  of  the  men  he  sleeps  with  and 
catalogues  the  coming-out  stories  of  the  other  major 
characters. 

Yet  when  at  long  last  he  finds  the  lover  for  whom 
he  has  been  searching  throughout  the  novel,  we  hear 
nothing  about  Sal’s  family.  There  is  no  need;  for  he 
treats  Sal,  an  airplane  mechanic  from  New  Jersey, 
like  his  family.  Taking  the  bus  to  see  Sal  in  Parsipany 
is  like  flying  to  Jasper:  a  retreat  to  a  remote  and 
ordered  world  in  which  he  is  sure  he  is  loved.  “I 
wanted  to  keep  the  two  worlds  separate:  my  prince  in 
the  thorn  thicket,  and  the  freedom  of  Manhattan.” 
When  Sal  arrives  unexpectedly  on  St.  Mark’s  Place 
on  night,  unaware  of  the  gap  between  these  two  lives, 
the  relationship  begins  to  crumble.  It  is  only  after  the 
two  have  drifted  apart  and  Sal  has  moved  to  Texas, 
that  “the  love  1  felt  for  him  began  to  intensify 
implacably.”  Like  Aruba,  the  experience  is  more 
potent  as  a  memory,  a  sign  of  happiness  lost,  than  it 


was  as  he  lived  it. 

No  longer  believing  in  the  “illusion”  of  romantic 
love  between  men,  the  narrator  is  visited  by  specters 
of  an  idyllic  childhood  and  an  idyllic  affair.  In  Jas¬ 
per,  though,  he  realizes  that  the  players  in  this  family 
romance  have  shifted  roles:  his  father  has  become  a 
secret  drinker  and  his  mother  a  pious  Catholic  and 
purveyor  of  good  works;  he  is  now  the  libertine,  his 
mother  the  ascetic.  In  Manhattan,  he  discovers  that 
sexual  adventure  has  lost  its  power  over  and  for  him; 
a  void  has  been  revealed  at  the  center  of  desire. 

He  has,  he  decided,  entered  middle  age.  “And  I 
now  saw  that  my  conclusions,  or  lack  of  them,  were 
beside  the  point:  Whether  one  played  the  game  or 
stood  on  the  sidelines  watching,  the  afternoon 
waned.”  Only  connect;  only  accept.  Here  the  novel 
ends,  with  the  narrator  lying  in  bed  in  Manhattan  one 
hot  Easter  morning,  suspended  between  a  memory  of 
Easter  on  Aruba  and  a  phone  call  just  made  to  his 
mother  in  Jasper,  experiencing  a  revelation  of  sorts: 

...I  realized  that  so  much  memory  and 
desire  swirl  about  in  the  hearts  of  men  on  this 
planet  that,  just  as  we  can  look  at  Neptune  and 
say  that  it  is  covered  with  liquid  nitrogen,  or 
Venus  and  see  a  mantle  of  hydrochloric  acid,  so 
it  seemed  to  me  that  were  one  to  look  at  Earth 
from  afar  one  would  say  it  is  covered  complete¬ 
ly  in  Ignorance. 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  7 
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The  Family  of  Max  Desir 

Robert  Ferro 
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Reviewed  by  Andrea  Loewenstein 

Countless  sons  have  written  novels  in  which  the 
mother  appears  in  her  starring  role  as  Devour¬ 
ing  Beast,  Cruel  Goddess  or,  at  best,  Silly  Fool. 
Accordingly,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  read  Robert 
Ferro  on  Marie,  the  mother  whose  lingering  death  is 
the  pivot  of  his  new  novel.  The  Family  of  Max  Desir. 
Here  the  already  dying  and  speechless  Marie  is  seen 
by  her  gay  son,  Max,  as  he  takes  her  to  be  fitted  for  a 
wig  after  she  has  lost  her  hair  to  chemotherapy. 

She  went  in  a  wheelchair,  wearing  a  wide- 
brimmed  straw  hat  and  dark  glasses — the  radia¬ 
tion  caused  an  extreme  sensitivity  to  the  sun — a 
costume  that  made  her  seem  romantic  and 
powerful.  Mutely  she  commanded  cars, 
arrangements,  appointments,  deference, 
respect.  (p.  14) 

This  son’s  respect  and  admiration  for  his  mother  is 
evident  in  every  work  and  as  we  follow  Marie 
through  the  betrayal  of  her  body  we  are  never 
allowed  to  view  her  as  less  than  noble  in  her  fight.  In 
a  later  passage  we  see  mother  and  son  together  again 
at  their  beach  house.  Marie  has  somehow  managed  to 
get  out  of  bed  early  and  alone  and  is  sitting  on  the 
floor  watching  the  sun  come  up  when  Max  finds  her. 

The  sun  was  just  rising.  The  horizon  seemed 
to  cling  upward  to  it  momentarily,  as  to  a  sepa¬ 
rated  yolk.  Then  the  edge  of  the  sea  fell  back 
and  an  orange  light  bled  out  in  all  directions, 
bathing  their  faces  and  painting  a  strip  of  color 
on  the  wall  behind  them  above  John’s  head. 
Marie’s  face  was  suffused  with  a  sleepy, 
appreciative  look  and  she  rested  her  head  on 
Max’s  shoulder.  He  thought  this  was  meant  to 
mark  and  replace  every  sunrise  she  had  ever 
seen  and  could  not  remember.  It  seemed  the 
combination  of  the  beauty  of  the  seascape  and 
the  fact  that  she  must  crawl  from  her  bed  to 
face  it  alone  had  been,  by  some  dreamlike  con¬ 
nection  between  her  and  Max,  narrowly 
averted.  (p.  87) 

Scenes  like  this,  in  which  Ferro  writes  lovingly  and 
with  a  clear,  unsentimental  and  uncluttered  prose 
about  Max’s  mother  and  his  close-knit,  newly 
wealthy  Italian  family,  give  The  Family  of  Max  Desir 
its  grace  and  its  power.  Differing  from  other  gay  and 
many  straight  writers  whose  attitude  toward  their 
family  tends  to  be  critical  and  distanced,  the  family 
in  this  novel  is  its  starting  point — its  values  and 
assumptions  are  the.  values  and  assumptions  behind 
most  of  the  novel.  Indeed,  Max  and  his  lover,  Nick, 
wage  a  major  struggle  over  the  issue  of  whether  (and 
where)  John,  Max’s  father  and  Marie’s  husband,  will 
hang  a  tapestry  made  by  a  teenaged  daughter  of  the 
family,  in  which  Max  and  Nick  are  woven  into  one 
branch  of  the  family  tree,  parallel  to  the  other  hetero¬ 
sexual  couples.  There  is  no  question  that  Max  wants 
in.  While  accepting  his  own  gayness  joyfully  and 
proudly  and  pushing  his  resistant  father  to  accept 
him  and  his  lover,  he  does  not  push  the  family  or  the 
reader  in  any  other  way.  This  approach  has  the  rare 
virtue  of  avoiding  totally  the  pathological  interpreta- 
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tion  of  Max,  his  family  and  the  dynamics  between 
them.  The  close  tie  between  mother  and  son  is  appre¬ 
ciated,  not  pathologized,  and  the  interwoven  quality 
of  the  whole  family  system  (almost  the  entire  family 
moves  in  during  the  months  of  Marie’s  slow  death)  is 
treated  as  unremarkable.  And  yet  the  lack  of  critical 
distance  also  leads  to  an  acceptance,  or  at  least  a  lack 
of  comment,  which  made  this  reader,  at  least, 
uncomfortable  at  times  and  which  extends  into  the 
other,  less  successful  parts  of  the  novel,  in  which 
Ferro  attempts  to  approach  Max  as  an  individual 
apart  from  his  family. 

When  she  suffers  her  first  stroke,  Marie  is  at  a  rest¬ 
aurant  after  a  shopping  trip  in  the  company  of  her 
live-in  maid.  We  learn  that  shopping  has  always  been 
important  to  Marie — when  well,  she  was  once  fright¬ 
ened  by  an  intruder  in  the  house  and,  to  comfort  her¬ 
self,  “bought  her  way  out  of  fright. .  .everything  she 
liked,  everything  she  needed — two  thousand  dollars 
worth”  (p.  6).  I  found  the  verb  “need,”  used  here 
without  comment,  disturbing,  alongside  the  uncrit¬ 
ical  acceptance  of  the  familial  version  of  the  place  of 
Greta,  the  maid,  hired  when  the  Desirs  moved  into 
their  big  house,  “the  size  of  a  small  country  club,  tall 
and  white,  with  six  two-story  columns  across  the 
front,  fifteen  rooms,  a  twenty-five-foot  high  den,  bil¬ 
liard  room,  sauna,  many  unused  bedrooms  and,  as 
Marie  put  it,  the  kitchen  of  life”  (p.  6).  Greta,  who 
“worked  hard  and  kept  the  place  pristine”  is  beyond 
anything  else,  a  companion  for  Marie — her  “attach¬ 
ment  to  Marie  was  more  like  that  of  a  big,  adopted 
daughter”  (p.  7).  One  flinches  at  the  paternalism 
here  and  wonders  both  what  Greta’s  own  version  of 
the  relationship  might  be  and  how  she  has  time  to 
serve  as  companion  and  big  adopted  daughter  while 
cleaning  all  fifteen  bedrooms  and  the  sauna. 

Ferro  demonstrates  this  same  disturbing  accept¬ 
ance  when  relating  Max’s  first  sexual  experiences 
with  “a  girl  who  cleaned  for  Marie  once  a  week, 
named  Louella”  who  suddenly  “put  his  penis  in  her 
mouth,  then  sat  on  him”  (p.  45).  Louella  appears 
again  later  in  the  book,  reincarnated  in  Marie’s 
nurse,  Madelaine,  who,  with  her  baby,  presides 
madonna-like  over  the  dying  woman,  again  offering 
comfort  and  acceptance  to  Max  in  her  spare  time.  A 
non-person  in  terms  of  the  novel,  Louella-Madelaine 
is  a  black  character  who  is  used  here  as  a  personifica¬ 
tion  of  the  white  male  narrator’s  fantasies  and 
desires.  Louella-Madelaine  was  put  into  this  novel 
(and  onto  this  earth,  for  all  we  are  told)  to  satisfy  the 
physical  and  mythical  needs  of  Max  and  his  family, 
and  when  Ferro  has  Madelaine  joke  with  Max,  telling 
him  “nobody  calls  themself  Louella  anymore”  (p. 
125),  this  piece  of  business  does  nothing  to  take  away 
the  sour  taste. 

The  lack  of  consciousness  of  race  and  class  contin¬ 
ues  in  the  final  section  of  the  book  in  which  Max, 
with  the  help  of  one  of  his  lovers,  Clive,  experiments 
with  Voodoo  and  in  which  Ferro  suddenly  abandons 
the  plot  the  tell  us  a  mythical  story,  supposedly  once 
told  to  Max  by  a  librarian  at  the  British  Museum  who 
took  him  home.  In  this  story,  which  seems  to  be  a 
parable  about  Max’s  own  sexual  and  sensual  awaken¬ 


ing,  a  blond  white  man  journeys  along  the  Amazon 
whre  he  is  met  by  dark  natives  who  take  him  for  a 
god  because  of  his  whiteness  and  regale  him  with 
food,  comfort  and  sexual  favors.  The  last  line  of  the 
novel  reads:  “All  that  cannot  be  explained  makes  me 
holy — my  arrival,  my  nature,  my  skin,  my  gold  hair, 
my  eyes,  my  placid  acceptance  of  all  attention  and 
offerings.”  (p.  218) 

While  I  am  sure  that  Ferro  had  no  conscious  racist 
intentions  and  was  instead  attempting  to  convey  a 
childlike  pleasure  and  acceptance — a  kind  of  state  of 
grace — these  passages  are  still  highly  disturbing  and 
detract  from  the  power  of  the  book.  There  is  certain¬ 
ly  nothing  wrong  with  writing  about  rich  people — or 
about  whites  with  racist  feelings.  It’s  not  Ferro’s  sub¬ 
ject  matter  I’m  criticizing  here,  but  his  lack  of 
authoral  comment  or  distance. 

For  very  different  reasons,  I  found  the  sections  in 
which  we  see  Max  in  relation  to  his  gay  world — while 
with  his  partner-lover  Nick,  while  with  his  other  lover 
Clive,  while  cruising  and,  in  general,  outside  of  the 
family  context — quite  flat  and  unsuccessful.  The 
story  of  the  courtship  and  partnership  with  Nick, 
clearly  deeply  important  in  Max’s  world,  lacks  the 
body  and  firm  detail  we  find  in  all  the  writing  about 
Max’s  family  of  origin.  It  is  a  sweet  but  unsubstantial 
gay  fairy-tale  in  which  the  lovers  fall  in  love  at  first 
sight  and  live  happily  ever  after,  encountering  a  slight 
opposition  from  the  outside  world  but  none  at  all 
from  the  inside.  While  this  is  certainly  better  than  the 
familiar  doom-and-suidde  gay  story,  we  expect  more 
from  the  creator  of  the  scenes  between  Max  and 
Marie.  There  is  a  self-consciousness  and  disjointed 
quality  to  this  part  of  the  book,  which  Ferro  attempts 
to  treat  as  part  of  Max’s  consciousness.  As  any 
beginning  writer  learns,  the  way  to  convey  boredom 
in  fiction  is  not  to  be  boring.  After  a  particularly  dis¬ 
jointed  “Clive”  chapter,  “Clive  lay  down  and 
touched  him,  and  Max  thought,  Here  I  am  in  the  part 
about  Clive”  (p.  111).  Apparently  we’re  supposed  to 
sigh  and  relax;  if  the  book  had  seemed  disjointed,  it’s 
all  part  of  the  plan.  It  doesn’t  work  that  way. 

As  a  writer,  I  felt  sympathetic  to  this  part  of 
Ferro’s  dilemma— it  hurts  not  to  include  important 
parts  of  one’s  life,  even  if  they  may  not  be  strictly 
relevant.  Some  firm  editing  might  have  helped  here. 
As  it  is,  Ferro’s  effort  to  include  everything  in  this 
slim  book  is  his  downfall.  The  Family  of  Max  Desir, 
while  flawed  as  a  whole,  is  worth  reading  because  of 
its  fine  description  of  a  family  coping  with  death. 
There  is  no  question  that  Ferro  knows  how  to  write, 
and  I  look  forward  to  his  next  novel. 
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A  beautiful  conceit  and  few,  I  think,  would  argue 
with  the. sentiment;  it  even  offers  the  moral  our  nar¬ 
rator  found  so  lacking  in  his  mother’s  stories.  But  as 
satisfying,  even  moving,  as  I  found  this  passage,  it 
seemed  an  odd,  even  lazy  ending — not  only  to  the 
novel,  but  to  the  breathless  epiphany  whose  climax  it 
is.  Rereading  this  final  section  of  Night  in  Aruba,  in 
which  the  heretofore  anonymous  narrator  is  seeming¬ 
ly  released  by  his  mother’s  use  of  his  name  from  the 
need  to  make  sense  of  the  tangle  of  past  and  present 
and  empowered  to  take  action,  I  discovered  the  sen¬ 
tence  summarizing  the  knowledge  and  understanding 
he  has  gained:  “[T]he  life  I  must  begin  was  my 
own —  a  separate  person’s.” 

While  1  am  aware  that  coming  to  terms  with  one’s 
parents  (like  coming  to  terms  with  one’s  sexuality)  is 
not  of  necessity  achieved  by  any  particular  age,  it 
seems  to  me  that  Holleran’s  narrator  already  has  a 
‘‘separate  person’s”  life — his  life  in  Manhattan, 
established  for  ten  years — and  it  is  its  very  separate¬ 
ness  that  has  proved  so  unsatisfactory  to  him.  Yet  he 
does  not  speak  of  acceptance,  but  of  a  beginning. 
This  is,  in  itself,  a  comparatively  small  point,  but  I 
think  it  emblematic  of  the  faults  of  the  novel. 

Nights  in  Aruba  is  written  in  beautifully  crafted 
prose,  rich  in  nuance,  witty,  at  times  luminous,  but 
considered  as  a  novel  it  is  ragged,  sloppy  and  unsure 
of  what  it  is  about.  As  the  narrator  says  of  the  Bible, 
Nights  in  Aruba  convinces  because  of  “its  accumula¬ 
tion  of  detail”;  but,  like  that  other  work,  the  power 
of  Nights  in  Aruba  seems  diminished  under  skeptical 
scrutiny. 

Holleran  has  stated  in  interviews  that  he  feels  his 
major  weakness  as  a  novelist  is  plot.  I  think  he  is  mis¬ 
taken;  Holleran’s  talent  for  observing,  creating  and 
describing  incident  and  vignette — and  extracting  a 
moral  when  appropriate — is  formidable.  He  is  fluent 
as  well  at  arranging  these  fragments  in  an  engaging 
narrative  pattern.  His  problem  is  deciding  who  is  to 
tell  these  stories.  Holleran’s  solution,  consistently,  is 
to  rely  on  the  authority,  the  authenticity  of  his  own 
voice.  It  is  this  authority  that  Arthur  Bell  attacked  in 
his  vitriolic  dismissal  of  Nights  in  Aruba,  declaring 
that  Holleran  “wouldn’t  know  chic  if  it  sat  on  his 
face — and  it  probably  has.” 
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While  hardly  the  Boyd  McDonald  of  the  gliterali, 
Holleran  does  depend  on  our  belief  that  he  is  a  part 
of  the  life  he  chronicles,  has  observed  what  he 
describes,  experienced  what  he  relates.  This  depend¬ 
ency  is  least  problematic  in  the  cultural  reportage 
Holleran  publishes  in  Christopher  Street  and  the  New 
York  Native;  he  glides  effortlessly  from  the  first  per¬ 
son  singular  to  the  first  person  plural  but  it  is  clear 
that  Holleran  speaks  in  these  pieces  for  himself.  In 
his  fiction,  where  authority  is  conferred,  not  entirely 
successfully,  to  surrogates,  the  matter  becomes  more 
complex. 

One  forgets  that  Dancer  from  the  Dance  has  a  first 
person  narrator,  so  superfluous  is  he  to  the  novel. 
Neither  as  implicated  in  the  events  of  the  novel  as 
Fitzgerald’s  Nick  Carraway,  nor  as  well-placed  but 
uninvolved  as  Christopher  Isherwood,  Holleran’s 
narrator  is  a  distraction.  When  he  draws  attention  to 
himself  it  only  raises  the  problem,  never  adequately 
addressed,  of  his  relationship  to  Malone  and  Suther¬ 
land,  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  their  lives;  for 
most  of  the  book,  though,  he  is  invisible,  as  omnis¬ 
cient  and  detached  as  the  author. 

In  Nights  in  Aruba  Holleran  unifies  narrator  and 
protagonist  in  a  single  character,  but  this  only  creates 
a  different  set  of  problems.  Because  the  voice  of  the 
narrator  is  so  close  to  Holleran’s,  because  of  the  sim¬ 
ilarities  between  Night  in  Aruba  and  Dancer  and 
because  the  autobiographical  impulse  in  the  novel 
appears  so  strongly,  it  is  only  gradually  apparent  that 
the  narrator  is  not  Holleran,  but  someone  less  per¬ 
ceptive,  less  critical,  somewhat  shallow  and  rather 
callous.  This  man  compares  talking  to  his  lover  to 
talking  to  a  dog  and  considers  the  major  problems  of 
a  gay  life  to  be  worries  about  “the  size  of  my  penis, 
the  restrictions  of  age,  the  difficulty  of  finding  love.” 
His  concern  with  social  issues  is  confined  to  the  erotic 
frisson  and  glamour  of  poverty.  His  lovers  are  “most 
often  in  the  mechanical  class’  but  the  ruined  neigh¬ 
borhoods  he  frequents  “mere  stage  sets  on  which  iso¬ 
lated  figures  appeared  to  fulfill  my  romantic 
dreams.”  He  is  slumming  on  St.  Mark’s  Place  and  in 
New  Jersey,  as  indifferent  to  the  lives  of  the  people 
trapped  there  as  his  family  was  to  those  outside  the 
Foreign  Colony  on  Aruba. 

Surely  there  have  been  other  novels  of  self-exam¬ 
ination  whose  protagonist  is  ill-equipped  for  intro¬ 
spection,  but  the  inadequacies  of  the  narrator  of 
Nights  in  Aruba  are  not  ironical  but  disappointing. 
The  book  is,  as  a  result,  impoverished  in  certain 


A  Gathering  of  Spirit:  North  American  Indian 
Women’s  Issue  is  a  landmark  publication  of 
contemporary  feminist  and  Indian  literature. 
Published  as  a  special  double  issue  of  the  lesbian 
feminist  journal  Sinister  Wisdom,  A  Gathering  of 
Spirit  is  the  first  published  anthology  of  writing  and 
art  by  Native  women.  The  60  contributors,  from  all 
over  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  represent  40  different 
Nations.  For  28  of  these  women,  this  anthology  is 
their  first  appearance  in  print.  This  fact  suggests  one 
of  the  difficulties  faced  by  Indian  women  artists:  lack 
of  access  to  publication  and  distribution.  Carol  Lee 
Sanchez  writes  in  “Sex,  Class  and  Race  Intersections: 
Visions  of  Women  of  Color,”  “To  identify  Indian  is 
to  identify  with  an  invisible  or  vanquished  people.” 
Certainly  not  to  be  read,  not  to  be  listened  to  nor 
sought  out.  This  anthology  serves  to  counter  the  lie 
of  Indian  extinction.  Sanchez  continues,  “As  Indi¬ 
ans,  we  have  endured.  We  are  still  here.”  (pp. 
150-151) 

Some  of  the  artists  represented  in  A  Gathering  of 
Spirit  also  want  to  end  the  invisibility  of  Native  les¬ 
bians.  A  few  women  risked  stating  their  lesbianism, 
either  in  their  work  or  in  their  self-descriptions.  Not 
being  an  Indian  lesbian,  I  can’t  describe  what  that 
risk  means.  As  a  white  lesbian,  I  have  many  times  felt 
my  heart  pound  in  apprehension,  as  well  as  pride, 
when  calling  myself  lesbian.  Beth  Brant,  a  Mohawk 
lesbian  who  is  the  editor  of  the  anthology,  describes 
her  position  in  a  letter  to  Raven,  a  Cherokee  woman 
imprisoned  in  Maryland  who  is  a  contributor: 

I  am  proud  to  be  an  Indian,  proud  to  be  a  les¬ 
bian,  but  have  to  constantly  fight  the  hatred, 
the  desperation.  My  people  hate  me  because 
I’m  a  lesbian.  Whites  hate  me  because  I  choose 
to  identify  with  being  Indian.  It  is  a  vicious 
circle,  one  that  never  stops. 

(Letters  betwen  Raven  and  Beth,  p.  206) 

The  Indian  lesbians  who  make  themselves  known 
contribute  to  the  woman-centered  power  of  the 
book. 

A  Gathering  of  Spirit  is  also  an  unusual  feminist 
publication  precisely  because  it  is  a  collection  of 
Native  work  intended  to  be  read  by  Indians,  femi¬ 
nists  and  those  who  are  both.  Many  of  the  poems  and 
narratives  give  an  intimate  view  of  Indian  women’s 
lives  in  all  their  complexity,  pain  and  joy.  I  often  felt 
like  an  eavesdropper,  partly  because  of  the  clarity 
and  honesty  of  the  telling;  partly  because  I  am  not 
accustomed  to  works  assuming  an  Indian  audience.  I 
found  it  disconcerting  but  exhilarating  to  recognize 
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ways;  for  all  his  self-absorption,  the  narrator  can 
offer  no  insight  into  the  potentially  most  interesting 
aspects  of  his  charater.  His  ties  to  his  parents,  his 
affection  for  and  devotion  to  them  remains  curiously 
opaque,  as  mysterious  to  the  reader  as  to  the  narra¬ 
tor.  Similarly,  the  appeal  of  the  closet  remains  un¬ 
explored.  When  asked  by  his  mother  whether  he  is  a 
homosexual,  the  narrator  exclaims,  “No!  Of  course 
not!”  But  why?  There  is  one  intriguing  hint  and  no 
more:  “Had  I  not  kept  it  secret,  my  homosexual  life 
would  have  appeared  banal,  no  doubt.”  Although 
his  aversion  to  the  banal  (including  “the  banality  of 
lovers”)  is  well-established,  it  scarcely  seems  motiva¬ 
tion  enough  for  the  narrator,  a  man  whose  adult  life 
has  been  organized  around  a  homosexual  identity,  to 
keep  this  particular  secret.  It  is  not  that  I  think  there 
are  easy  or  formulaic  answers  for  these  questions, 
but  I  am  disturbed  by  the  absence  of  conjecture;  like 
Night  in  Aruba's  final  image,  it  signals  too  easy  an 
acceptance  of  ignorance. 

Such  acceptance  is  not  characteristic  of  Holleran’s 
work — as  the  narrator  says  to  Sal,  “To  some  people, 
complaining  is  a  way  of  life.  Our  dearest  possession: 
our  critical  faculties” — and  his  writings  thus  far  have 
seemed  concerned  with  “describing  positively  a  life 
whose  limitations  we  all  saw  very  well  by  now”  (to 
quote  a  character  in  one  of  Holleran’s  stories).  If  the 
limitations  in  Nights  in  Aruba  turn  out  to  be  the  nar¬ 
rator’s  and  the  positive  can  be  sighted  only  intermit¬ 
tently,  these  flaws  prove  not  to  be  fatal.  Although 
Nights  in  Aruba  is  an  uneven  novel,  it  is  not  a  com¬ 
plete  failure;  as  a  friend  wisely  reminded  me,  we 
“forgive  him  much  who  can  write  like  an  angel.” 

So  Holleran  does,  and  though  there  is  much  to  for¬ 
give  in  Nights  in  Aruba,  there  is  much  to  praise. 
Holleran  has  taken  a  risk  with  his  second  novel,  try¬ 
ing  to  engage  a  wider  audience  and  to  explore  the 
relationship  between  gay  lives  and  straight  institu¬ 
tions.  He  does  not  entirely  succeed,  but  the  effort 
should  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of  Holleran’s  desire  to 
grow  and  mature  as  an  author.  I  do  wonder  what 
Holleran  will  do  next.  There  are  only  so  many  varia¬ 
tions  to  be  played  on  the  disillusionment  of  a  gay 
romantic  and,  as  Mister  Friel  observes,  “we  are 
entering  a  new  age.”  In  his  essays  Holleran  has  prov¬ 
en  his  ability  to  navigate  and  chart  the  changing  pat¬ 
terns  of  gay  New  York.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
Holleran’s  fiction  will  retain  its  urgent  comtempor- 
aneity  or  whether  the  ’80s  will  find  him  repeating 
again  and  again  the  stories  of  his  youth. 


that  A  Gathering  of  Spirit  is  truly  written  to  and  for 
Native  people,  to  other  people  of  color  and  to  white 
people. 

But  A  Gathering  of  Spirit  is  not  a  special  work 
simply  because  its  creators  are  Indian  women.  Part 
of  what  makes  the  quality  of  writing  so  fine  is  a  belief 
that  what  is  said,  who  says  it  and  how  it  is  said  should 
not  and  cannot  be  separated. 

Not  surprisingly,  considering  the  history  of  Native 
people,  the  question  of  identity  is  a  central  one  in  A 
Gathering  of  Spirit.  Mary  TallMountain  describes 
her  quest  to  know  her  Indian  mother,  who  died  60 
years  ago  when  Mary  was  three: 

Cousin  Edna  had  a  potlatch  and  brought  out 
a  skin  scraper  my  Mom  had  used  until  her 
death;  my  grandpa  had  made  it.  The  handle 
was  a  warm  smooth  brown  wood,  silky  with 
years  of  use.  I  held  it  in  my  hand  and  felt  it.  I 
knew  it  was  designed  exactly  to  her  grip,  my 
mother.  She  had  used  it,  and  now  my  hand  held 
it.  The  only  article  I  have  touched  that  she  used. 

It  didn’t  occur  to  Edna  to  offer  it  to  me, 
though  she  must  have  seen  the  longing  in  my 
face.  And  I  would  not  ask  for  it.  I  said  secretly: 

Let  it  stay  here.  It  belongs  here  and  it  will  be 
here  when  I  have  joined  Mom.  I  have  far  more 
than  a  scraper.  I  have  her,  I  have  Mom,  her 
blood  and  her  spirit. 

(“My  Wild  Birds  Flying,”  p.  167) 

I  have  read  few  books  as  passionate  as  this. 
Passion  shows  in  Luci  Tapahonso’s  celebration  of 
birth: 

The  first  born  of  dawn  woman 

slid  out  amid  crimson  fluid  streaked  with 

stratus  clouds 

her  body  glistening  August  sunset  pink 
light  steam  rising  from  her  like  rain  on  warm 
rocks 

(“A  Breeze  Swept  Through,”  p.  200) 

Passion  also  prompts  Winona  LaDuke’s  analysis  of 
uranium  mining: 

Uranium  itself  is  not  what  downpresses  peo¬ 
ple.  The  downpression  of  native  people  is 
linked  to  the  subjugation  and  exploitation  of 
the  Earth. 

(“They  always  come  back,”  p.  54) 

Such  engagement  with  life  belies  the  standard  of  cool 
objectivity  highly  prized  in  contemporary  Euro- 
American  literary  circles.  Not  all  the  works  are  auto- 
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port  for  all-too-few  politically  conscious  gay  youth 
groups.  Wilson,  relying  as  he  does  on  secondary 
sources,  does  not  advance  the  debate.  He  at  least 
cites  the  London-based  Gay  Left's  contributions 
(No.  7,  1978/79)  and  Tom  O’Carroll’s  excellent  book 
Paedophilia  in  his  conclusion  that  no  one  conclusion 
about  power  abuse  is  possible:  every  relationship 
should  be  examined  on  its  own  merits. 

Wilson  recognizes  that  the  key  to  the  eventual 
legitimization  of  adult-child  sex  is  children’s  rights. 
He  enumerates  roughly  half-a-dozen  areas  in  which 
he  believes  young  people  of  all  ages  should  have  more 
power:  self-determination  of  ethical,  religious  and 
sexual  beliefs;  alternatives  to  parental  authority, 
including  shelters  and  employment  opportunities; 
equitable  education,  including  the  right  to  collabo¬ 
rate  over  the  curriculum;  increased  economic  and 
political  power;  the  right  to  justice  under  law,  includ¬ 
ing  full  civil  liberties  (which  are  denied  to  minors  in 
the  U.S.:  witness  the  existence  of  curfew  laws  and 
other  status  offenses);  and  sexual  freedom. 

Unfortunately,  Wilson’s  discussion  of  these  points 
is  cursory  in  the  extreme.  In  his  one-paragraph  analy¬ 
sis  of  economic  and  political  power,  he  notes  that 
“children  are  disenfranchised. .  .[they]  do  not  have 
the  right  to  work  to  acquire  and  manage  money. . . 
nor  do  they  learn  what  a  binding  contract  means 
because  children  do  not  have  the  right  to  enter  into 
such  contracts.”  Would  Wilson  have  10-year-olds  fil¬ 
ing  for  bankruptcy?  Presumably  not,  but  it  would  be 
nice  for  him  to  say  so.  He  at  least  gives  people  a 
chance  to  ponder  these  points;  it’s  more  than  the 
publications  from  the  major  English-speaking  boy- 
love  and  pro-child  sex  groups  have  done. 

More  useful  still  would  have  been  a  consideration 
of  how  children’s  liberation  might  be  achieved  in  an 
unliberated  world.  Until  children  are  fully  empowered 
— as  nebulous  a  concept  as  this  is — how  do  we  ensure 
that  they  are  not  abused  if  we  relax  age  of  consent 
laws?  To  my  mind  this  argument  has  more  than  its 
share  of  the  “if  we  give  blacks,  women,  et  al.  the 
vote,  how  will  we  know  they’ll  use  it  responsibly” 
mentality,  but  it’s  a  point  brought  up  often  enough 
by  critics  of  man-boy  love. 

In  the  end,  despite  Wilson’s  ambivalence  toward  boy- 
lovers  (my  favorite  is  his  naming  Atascadero  State 
Hospital,  of  aversion  therapy  fame,  as  a  “more  con¬ 
structive  alternative”  for  pedophiles  than  prison), 
and  despite  the  lackadaisical  editing  (there  are  mis¬ 
uses  of  words,  misspellings,  wrong  names  and  con¬ 
clusions  without  premises),  his  book  is  an  honest 
effort.  It  is  a  good  opportunity  to  get  overviews  of 
the  arguments  pro  and  con  around  the  issue.  Sloppy 
as  Wilson  is,  he  knocks  down  a  lot  of  myths.  Perhaps 
we  should  be  grateful,  but  I  wonder  how  much  use 
the  book  will  be.  My  guess  is  that  professionals  in  the 
social  services  field  who  ought  to  read  it  won’t,  and 
we  who  are  sympathetic  who  do  may  not  learn  a  lot 
that’s  useful. 

Theo  Sandfort’s  study,  The  Sexual  Aspect  of 
Paedophile  Relations,  is  in  many  ways  the  opposite 


of  Wilson’s.  It’s  probably  more  important  because  it 
will  be  noticed  by  psychologists  and  social  scientists. 
Sandfort’s  scope  is  as  circumscribed  as  Wilson’s  is 
vast,  yet  in  seeking  an  answer  to  a  single  narrowly- 
defined  research  question,  Sandfort  covers  much  the 
same  ground. 

In  1980,  the  Final  Report  of  the  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Legislation  Concerning  Morality  in  the 
Netherlands  recommended  against  any  change  in  that 
country’s  age-of-consent  law.  Its  reason  was  that 
“The  objectionable  element  [of  pedophilia]  lies  in  the 
mental  and  the  situational  dissimilarity  between  the 
perpetrator  and  the  victim;  how  use  was  made  of  this 
is  secondary.”  The  report  by  the  influential  commit¬ 
tee  was  a  blow  to  Dutch  boy-lovers,  who  have  long 
lobbied  to  have  the  age  of  consent  lowered  (from  16) 
or  abolished. 

Sandfort,  a  social  psychologist  at  the  State  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Utrecht,  believes  that  previous  research  on 
adult-child  sexual  interaction  (research  that  lay 
behind  the -Committee’s  report)  assumed  “a  priori 
that  in  every  paedosexual  contact  the  adult  misuses 
his  superiority  and  that  the  contact  is  an  unpleasant 
experience  for  the  child.”  Thus  Sandfort  set  out  to 
answer  simply,  “Can  a  sexual  contact  with  an  adult 
be  a  positive  experience  for  the  child?” 

Sandfort  chose  to  study  boys  who  were  involved  in 
current  sexually-expressed  relationships  with  an 
adult.  Age  was  critical: 

Because  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  young 
people  who  already  had  sufficient  concentra¬ 
tion  and  cognitive  capabilities,  the  minimum 
age  was  set  at  1 1  years.  Since  Dutch  law  crimin¬ 
alizes  sex  contacts  with  persons  under  16,  this 
age  was  adopted  as  the  upper  limit,  but, 
because  the  younger  the  child  the  greater  the 
problem  society  sees  in  his  paedosexual  contacts, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  find  as  many  of  the 
children  as  possible  under  14. 

The  boys  and  men  were  found,  for  the  most  part, 
through  various  workgroups  of  the  NVSH  (the  Neth¬ 
erlands  Society  for  Sexual  Reform).  Its  National 
Pedophile  Workgroup  has  chapters  in  major  Dutch 
cities. 

The  sample  differs  in  many  ways  from  what  one 
would  expect  in  a  less  sex-tolerant  society.  Member¬ 
ship  in  the  NVSH  is  one.  To  Sandfort  it  means  that 
the  older  partners  “had  acquired  some  necessary 
experience  which  can  influence  the  quality  of  the 
relationship”;  to  me  it  means  that  the  boys  and  men 
coufd  be  much  more  open  than  they  could  be  here. 
Fully  seven  of  the  boys’  families  accepted  the  sexual 
aspects  of  their  children’s  friendships  with  older  men 
(and  three  even  helped  gain  their  children’s  confi¬ 
dence  to  participate  in  the  study). 

The  25  boys  ranged  in  age  from  10.9  to  16.1  (mean 
13.4);  eight  were  prepubescent,  six  pubescent  and  11 
postpubescent.  The  20  men  were  26  to  66  years  old 
(mean  39).  Twenty-three  boys  lived  at  home  with  one 
or  both  parents,  16  with  both  parents. 

Central  to  the  work  is  its  interviewing  method. 


Rather  than  pose  an  arbitrary  set  of  questions,  Sand¬ 
fort  chose  a  technique  called  the  self-confrontation 
method  (SCM),  a  collaborative  process  which  pur¬ 
ports  to  allow  the  subject  to  formulate  jointly  with 
the  interviewer  value  areas  the  subject  believes 
important. 

Some  of  the  findings  are  what  one  would  have 
expected.  For  instance,  the  sex  acts  consist  mostly  of 
mutual  masturbation  and  fellatio,  as  they  do  with 
adult  male  homosexuals.  The  man  was  usually  the 
initiator  of  the  first  sexual  act,  especially  if  the  boy 
never  had  sex  with  anyone  previously.  The  boy  and 
the  man  would  equally  initiate  the  subsequent  sex 
acts,  in  contrast  to  the  clinical  literature,  which, 
Sandfort  points  out,  implicitly  assumes  that  the  man 
always  takes  the  initiative. 

The  key  findings  are  in  the  boys’  emotions  toward 
the  sexual  parts  of  their  relationships.  Good  feelings 
(in  descending  order  of  frequency:  nice,  happy,  free, 
safe,  satisfied,  proud,  strong)  outweighed  the  nega¬ 
tive  ones  (naughty,  afraid,  dislike,  shy,  angry,  sad, 
lonely)  by  almost  6:1.  The  most  mentioned  negative 
feeling,  in  fact,  occurred  less  often  than  the  least 
mentioned  positive  one.  Correlations  with  the  way  in 
which  the  boys  would  like  to  experience  the  emotions 
surrounding  sex  (i.e.,  their  ideal  experience)  were 
positive  and  large  (mean  0.79). 

Nine  of  the  17  negative  aspects  formulated  by  the 
boys,  such  as  “anger,”  were  directed  not  at  the  sex, 
but  at  the  laws  which  forbid  it.  Six  of  the  negative 
aspects  concerned  the  older  partner:  these  ran  the 
gamut  from  the  man  doing  things  during  sex  the  boy 
didn’t  want  or  “keeping  on  about  it”  after  the  boy 
said  “no”  (each  mentioned  once)  to  not  having  sex 
often  enough  and  the  man  not  shaving  more  often 
(brought  up  by  two  boys)  or  even  telling  dumb  jokes 
during  sex. 

Crucial  is  how  the  power  differences  were  exper¬ 
ienced  by  the  boys.  We’ve  already  noted  that  the 
power  issue  was  central  to  the  Advisory  Committee’s 
recommendations.  Sandfort’s  own  data  also  points 
out  economic  differences  between  the  boys’  families 
and  the  generally  wealthier  boy-lovers.  Sandfort 
examined  this  by  asking  the  boys  how  they  exper¬ 
ienced  the  men’s  behavior  toward  them  in  the  sexual 
contacts. 

In  21  of  the  25  cases,  the  boys  said  that  they  exper¬ 
ienced  only  positive  behavior  and  no  negative  behav¬ 
ior  on  the  part  of  the  men  whatsoever.  The  terms 
“paying  attention  to,  making  allowances  for,  collab¬ 
orating  with,  giving  a  chance  to,  helping,  consulting 
and  encouraging”  received  a  total  of  645  by  all  the 
boys.  This  compared  to  four  boys  whose  mentions  of 
negative -behavior  (“leaving  in  the  lurch,  coercing, 
making  fun  of,  domineering”)  totalled  11.  None  of 
the  negative  forms  of  behavior  played  an  important 
role:  the  highest  frequency  of  negative  behavior 
ascribed  to  any  man  was  two  occurrences. 

How  the  boys  integrated  the  sex  with  their  older 
partners  into  the  rest  of  their  lives  is  also  illuminat- 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


A  Gathering  of  Spirits 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  6 

biographical,  in  the  narrowly  defined  sense  of  retell¬ 
ing  one’s  own  experiences.  But  the  scenes,  emotions, 
actions,  characters  portrayed  in  the  book  are  clearly 
shaped  by  the  artists’  understanding  of  what  has  hap¬ 
pened,  does  happen,  to  Indian  people. 

Because  the  book  is  meant  to  be  read  also  with  the 
heart,  sometimes  the  honest  descriptions  of  suffering 
and  loss  are  difficult  to  read.  Common  themes 
emerge:  deception  and  betrayal  by  white  people,  the 
danger  of  liquor,  unjust  imprisonment,  stolen  chil¬ 
dren,  lost  parents.  The  cries  of  mothers  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  echo  through  many  of  the  narratives,  both  fic¬ 
tional  and  true.  In  “A  Long  Story”  Brant  points  out 
the  connections  between  19th  century  Indian  mothers 
whose  children  were  kidnapped  to  be  educated  white, 
and  20th  century  lesbian  mothers  whose  children  are 
still  vulnerable  to  the  arrogance  of  patriarchy. 

Yet  the  pacing  of  A  Gathering  of  Spirit  is  such  that 
you  move  through  the  pain.  There  are  some  graphics 
— drawings  and  photographs — which  play  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  in  the  structure  of  the  book.  From  its  place¬ 
ment  and  its  subjects,  the  art  reproduced  here  gives 
pause  and  gets  attention.  For  example,  “A  White 
Man’s  Word,”  Debra  Swallow’s  narrative  about  the 
meaning  of  the  word  “half-breed,”  is  followed  by 
Kawennotakie’s  (Salli  Benedict)  exuberant  pen-and- 
ink  drawing  of  a  turtle  rattle.  Later,  an  old  photo¬ 
graph  of  Indian  girls  at  a  white  boarding  school,  their 
hair  chopped  and  their  bodies  wrapped  in  almost 
identical  dresses,  stares  from  the  opening  page  of  “A 
Long  Story.”  And  following  this  comes  the  gentle 
lullaby  rhythm  of  “Mother  with  Child,”  Lenore 
Keeshig-Tobias’  poem  of  peace  and  contentment. 

Through  a  careful  weaving  of  the  differing  strands 
of  life  collected  in  A  Gathering  of  Spirit,  a  pattern 
emerges:  the  struggle  to  fight  back,  the  valiant  efforts 
of  women  to  hold  their  people  safe  and  strong. 

Survival  has  demanded  many  talents.  “The  Devil 


and  Sister  Lena”  by  Anna  Lee  Walters  gives  a  won¬ 
derful,  chilling  and  funny  account  of  how  Sister  Lena 
teaches  her  granddaughter  about  the  Devil,  appear¬ 
ing  in  one  of  his  incarnations  as  a  white  man.  It  helps 
us  to  laugh,  as  Nila  NorthSun’s  deliciously  sly  poems 
do.  Celebrations  are  indispensable,  shown  by  Vickie 
Sears’  “Pow  Wow”: 

efforts  to 
make  us 
assimilate 
are 

worthy  only  of  a  joke. 

for  the  length  of  drumming 
all  is 

whole 

as  it  should  be^ 
everyone  is 
full 

circle  on  circle 
dancing 
the  song 
of 

living. 

(p.  126) 

As  the  Grandmother  says, 

“But  without  joy,  there  is  no  hope.  Without 

hope,  the  People  have  no  chance  to  survive. 

Women  know  how  to  keep  hope  alive.  ...” 

(Marilou  Awiakta, 
“Amazons  in  Appalachia,”  p.  116) 

There  are  important  lessons  to  be  learned  here,  for 
those  who  are  willing  to  listen  and  learn.  A  Gathering 
of  Spirit  ends  on  an  invitation,  the  outstretched  hand 
of  Chrystos’  poem  “Woman”: 

Will  you  bring  this  gift  with  me 

We’ll  ask  my  brother  to  dance  on  it 

Until  the  wildness  sings 

(p.  214) 


I  urge  you  to  accept  this  honor. 
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ing.  Sandfort  found  that  the  sexual  contact  with  the 
man  varied  widely  from  boy  to  boy  in  its  degree  as  a 
positive  element  in  their  relationship  and  in  the  boy’s 
overall  life  experience.  Even  so,  “to  the  extent  that  it 
made  a  contribution  [it]  exerted  a  positive  influence 
on  the  boy’s  well  being.’’ 

As  careful  and  as  rigorous  as  Sandfort  is,  the 
absence  of  women  who  have  relations  with  young 
people  is  sorely  felt  (at  one  point  he  makes  the  chau¬ 
vinistic  assumption  that  women  are  less  genitally- 
oriented  in  their  sexual  experience  and  behavior). 
The  studies  he  has  read  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
this  weakness,  as  most  of  his  citations  are  Dutch 
works.  The  lamentable  state  of  the  English  literature 
may  have  as  much  to  do  with  this  as  his  apparent 
reluctance  to  read  outside  his  own  language. 

What  I  missed  most  was  any  sense  of  how  a  gay 
consciousness  or  identity  on  the  part  of  the  boys  or 
men  fit  into  their  lives.  The  ethics  of  homosexual 
relations — what  it  means  to  be  different,  how  boys 
and  boy-lovers  (even  if  both  are  straight-identified) 
adjust  to  a  society  all  too  ready  to  label  them  “flik- 
kers”  or  “poots’’ — would  have  been  fascinating  and 
instructive  reading. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Taken  together,  Wilson’s  and  Sandfort’s  studies 
undermine  many  anti-man/boy  love  stereotypes. 
They  even  support  certain  assertions  by  boy-lovers. 

One  claim  that  Tom  O’Carroll  makes  in  Paedo¬ 
philia,  echoed  by  groups  like  NAMBLA,  is  that  man- 
boy  love  is  not  a  heavy  experience,  a  miniature  ver¬ 
sion  of  adult  heterosexual  romantic  love.  Sandfort 
bears  this  out,  noting  that  “the  sexual  nature  of  the 
relationship  can  be  experienced  by  the  boy  in  a  less 
explicit,  less  emotional  manner  than  is  the  case  with 
adults.”  Twenty-two  of  the  boys  referred  to  pleasant 
emotions  in  their  formulation  of  the  positive  values 
of  their  sexual  contacts.  Only  eight  named  intimacy 
and  love. 

Another  is  that  most  man-boy  relations  do  not 


involve  very  young  children.  Again,  Sandfort  sup¬ 
ports  this,  noting  that  the  age  range  of  the  boys  in  his 
study  (10  to  16)  pretty  well  duplicates  those  he  met 
through  the  NVSH. 

A  third  is  the  rather  radical  contention  that  man- 
boy  relations  are  more  empowering  than  the  noncon- 
sensual  relations  young  people  have  with  their  par¬ 
ents  and  teachers.  In  evaluating  their  experience  of 
men’s  behavior  toward  them,  the  boys  in  Sandfort’s 
study  began  to  approach  this,  spontaneously  com¬ 
menting  on  the  stronger  position  of  parents  and 
teachers  vis-a-vis  their  older  lovers.  All  of  the  boys 
cited  value  areas  where  they  experienced  more  nega¬ 
tive  emotions  than  occurred  in  their  friendships  with 
the  men — among  them,  parents,  homework  and 
teachers. 

Sandfort  goes  so  far  as  to  speak  of  the  “liberating 
character”  of  the  sexual  contact:  “The  younger  part¬ 
ner  himself  decided  how  far  he  wanted  to  go. .  .the 
older  partner  was  letting  him  be  free  in  it  and  making 
no  demands.”  His  data  also  debunks  notions  that 
boys  in  a  man-boy  relationship  might  be  isolated 
from  their  peers  or  that  their  sexual  development  is 
interfered  with.  Wilson  believes  that  Osborne  was 
teaching  boys  to  be  comfortable  with  their  sexuality: 
“[He]  was  able  to  convey  to  nearly  all  boys  he  inter¬ 
acted  with  a  comforting  message  about  their  genital 
development  and  heterosexual  intercourse.” 

Both  authors  condemn  society’s  harsh  reaction  to 
man-boy  love,  noting  this  as  the  most  likely  reason 
for  a  negative  outcome  to  a  man-boy  relationship. 
Sandfort  sums  up  his  finding  this  way: 

According  to  the  youngsters. .  .negative 
behaviour  by  the  older  partner,  which  could 
include  abuse  of  authority,  scarcely  ever 
occurred ....  In  these  cases  the  basis  which  jus¬ 
tified  the  criminalizing  of  such  contacts  (cited 
by,  among  others,  the  Advisory  Committee) 
simply  doesn’t  exist ....  The  existing  legislation 
and  legislative  proposals  were  regarded  by  some 
of  these  boys  as  being  more  threatening  to  them 
than  providing  them  protection. 


Will  these  two  books  have  an  impact  on  such  legis¬ 
lation?  Here  in  the  U.S.,  not  anytime  soon.  The  fed¬ 
eral  government  is  instead  moving  to  toughen  exist¬ 
ing  laws.  Congress  is  considering  a  bill — almost  cer¬ 
tain  to  pass — to  ban  all  sexually  explicit  material, 
pornographic  or  not,  depicting  people  under  18.  The 
high  age  limit  is  remarkable,  as  the  age  of  consent  in 
most  states  is  16.  Insofar  as  Sandfort  and  Wilson’s 
books  assert  the  possibility  of  beneficial  man-boy 
relations,  they  do  not  answer  claims  that  most  may 
not  be  good.  Pedophilia — unlike  homosexuality — is 
still  considered  a  disorder  by  the  psychiatric  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  Western  world,  and  child  sex  of  any 
kind,  beyond,  perhaps,  masturbation,  is  still  consid¬ 
ered  harmful.  Psychiatrists  testify  regularly  at  hear¬ 
ings  to  support  bills  like  the  one  mentioned.  We 
should  not  underestimate  their  importance  in 
upholding  the  repressive  status  quo. 

Moreover,  a  study  like  Sandfort’s  has  never  been 
attempted  in  this  country.  It  would  likely  be  difficult 
to  do,  given  laws  in  many  states  which  require  social 
service  professionals  to  report  all  instances  of  adult- 
child  sex  to  the  police.  (Studies  can — and  have — been 
done  with  anonymous  respondents.  Getting  funding 
is  another  matter.) 

Whatever  their  impact,  both  books  are  a  signif¬ 
icant  step  forward.  My  guess  is  Sandfort’s  will  likely 
be  read  by  many  psychologists/sexologists;  at  the 
very  least  it  will  have  to  be  taken  into  account  by 
those  seeking  to  pass  judgment  on  man-boy  love.  It 
has  already  been  praised  by  this  country’s  leading 
expert  on  gender  identity,  medical  psychologist  John 
Money,  as  “one  of  the  most  valuable  works  of 
research  on  the  topic  of  pedophilia  that  has  ever 
appeared  in  print.” 

Both  books  show, the  harm  of  the  current  blanket 
ban  on  any  adult-child  relation  involving  sex. 
Whether  society  will  come  to  see  this  ban  as  worse 
than  man-boy  relations  themselves  will  probably 
depend  on  whether  pederasts/pedophiles — and 
young  people — are  able  to  organize  and  fight  for 
their  rights. 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


Canadian  singer/songwriters  Kate  and  Anna  McGarrigle  will  perform  at  the  Berklee 
Performance  Center  on  December  3.  See  Calendar  item  above  for  more  information. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Jeremy  Grainger 


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 
and  Jeremy  Grainger. 

Lesbian  Psychologies 

The  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Association  for 
Women  in  Psychology  announces  a  conference 
on  Issues  in  the  Psychology  of  Women:  Les¬ 
bian  Psychologies  to  be  held  March  9-11,  1984 
at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  in  Boston. 

The  conference  will  include  panels, 
workshops,  training  seminars,  entertainment, 
social  gatherings,  facilitated  small  group 
discussions,  and  spontaneous  sessions. 
Childcare  and  sign-language  interpretation  for 
the  hearing  impaired  will  be  available.  The  loca¬ 
tion  is  wheelchair  accessible. 

This  conference  is  limited  to  500  participants 
so  be  sure  to  register  early  to  be  assured  a 
place.  For  pre-registration  information  write: 
Registration  Committee,  BAWP,  P.O.  Box  1267, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  Forms  will  be  mailed 
out  in  early  December.  Pre-registration 
deadline  is  February  10. 

Silent  Pioneers 

Gay  Seniors:  The  Silent  Pioneers  is  a  half- 
hour  documentary  about  the  2  million  older  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  across  America.  The  film  is 
being  developed  for  national  prime-time  broad¬ 
cast  on  public  television  with  call-in  programs 
to  follow  in  communities  around  the  country. 

The  Silent  Pioneers  will  allow  us  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  from  aging  gays  and  lesbians 
from  a  cross  section  of  regional,  ethnic,  racial 
and  class  backgrounds. 

The  film  is  being  made  by  Patricia  Ginger 
Snyder  (former  producer,  WNET/Thirteen, 
New  York),  Harvey  Marks  (currently  producing  and 
directing  a  film  for  PBS  on  AIDS),  Lucy  Weiner 
(director  of  the  film  Greetings  From 
Washington,  D.C.)  and  Paula  deKoenigsberg 
(co-director,  along  with  Weiner,  of  the 
documentary,  Rated  X). 

Currently,  the  filmmakers  are  seeking  older 
(65-plus)  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  rural  areas 
or  small  towns  to  help  show  the  diversity  of  this 
population.  Interested  persons  should  contact 
Sara  Green,  Associate  Producer  (212)  243-1716. 
Or  write:  The  Silent  Pioneers  c/o  The  Film  Fund, 
80  East  11th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10003.  Tax 
deductible  contributions  can  also  be  sent  to 
the  same  address. 

Food  Coop’s  Open  House 

During  the  months  of  November  and 
December  you  can  shop  at  the  Cambridge  Food 
Coop  without  paying  the  usual  yearly  member¬ 
ship  fee.  And  if  you  like  it  and  decide  to  join, 
you  can  get  a  dollar  off  the  five  dollar  member¬ 
ship  fee. 

The  Cambridge  Food  Coop,  located  at  580 
Mass  Ave.  right  next  to  the  Central  Square  “T” 
stop,  has  high-quality  food  at  low  prices  —  20 
percent  lower  than  the  average  supermarket. 
What’s  more,  lots  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
shop  and  work  there! 

Also  at  the  Coop,  Saturdays  until  December 
24,  there’s  a  holiday  crafts  fair,  featuring 
beautiful  pottery,  clothing,  and  other  goods 
made  by  local  artisans.  The  “food  for  people, 
not  for  profit”  store  is  open  every  day,  including 
Sundayo.  Stop  by  and  check  them  out,  or  call 
661-1580. 


Niches 

Continued  from  front  page  of  Calendar  section. 

discussion  on  various  topics.  Recently  they 
discussed  Intimacy  and  Sexuality  with  a  les¬ 
bian  therapist  acting  as  facilitator.  Other 
discussions  have  focused  on  the  Middle  East,  ■ 
What  the  Christmas  Season  Means  to  Jews  and 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Adoption. 

This  year  Am  Tikva  celebrated  Rosh 
Hashanah  in  a  large  appropriately  colored  pink 
and  lavender  (gay)  and  blue  (Jewish)  room  at 
MIT.  As  in  years  past  it  was  well  attended  and  it 

was  unique  and  stirring  to  see  many  lesbians 
and  gay  men  wearing  the  traditional  yarmulke 
(skull  cap)  and  tallis  (prayer  shawl)  along  with  a 
small  pink  triangle. 

Other  committees  include  the  Publicity  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  publicizes  group  events;  the 
Planning  Committee,  which  schedules  events 
and  draws  up  the  calendar;  and  the  Newsletter 
Committee,  which  puts  out  the  quarterly  Am 
Tikva  Newsletter  containing  articles  of  interest, 
write-ups  of  past  events  and  the  group’s  calen¬ 
dar. 

There  is  also  the  Special  Events  Committee. 
It  helps  to  coordinate  the  annual  Chanukah  Par¬ 
ty  each  December  and  the  Anniversary  Party, 
held  at  the  end  of  January.  This  Committee  also 
arranges  group  field  trips.  This  year  Am  Tikva 
traveled  to  Marshfield,  Massachusetts  to  hold 
its  Sukkot  service.  Group  members  constructed 
the  traditional  Sukkot  tabernacle  and  con¬ 
ducted  their  service  in  a  pleasant  rural  setting 
beneath  the  stars.  Other  trips  have  included  a 
visit  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  Jewish  group  in 
Montreal,  Canada  and  a  yearly  “pilgrimage”  to 
New  York  to  join  with  the  group  there  for  what 
has  come  to  be  called  “Am  Tikva-on-Hudson” 
during  the  Thanksgiving  holiday. 

The  group  held  a  fundraising  event,  “Loud 
and  Proud,  A  Gay  and  Lesbian  Musical  Ex¬ 
travaganza,”  on  June  21  at  the  Martin  Luther 
King  School  in  Cambridge.  The  first  to  perform 
was  The  New  Women’s  Chorus,  a  group  of  ten 
women  who  sang  lively  and  upbeat  songs  a 
cappella.  Elliot  Pilshaw  and  Lorin  Sklamberg, 
from  Los  Angeles,  next  sang  some  inspiring 
and  beautiful  songs;  they  were  here  as  part  of  a 
natioYi-wide  tour.  (Elliot  has  since  moved  to  the 
Boston  area.)  To  close  the  evening,  Maxine 
Feldman,  joined  briefly  by  Betsy  Rose  on  piano, 
got  the  audience  tapping  its  toes  with  her 
special  brand  of  music. 

Am  Tikva  joins  a  growing  list  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  Jewish  organizations  worldwide.  There  are 
presently  24  to  30  similar  groups  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Australia,  The  United 
Kingdom,  France,  Israel  and  The  Netherlands. 
These  groups  are  loosely  tied  together  by  the 
World  Congress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  Or¬ 
ganizations,  which  serves  as  an  umbrella  body 
to  facilitate  communication  among  the  indi¬ 
vidual  member  organizaions  with  each  retain¬ 
ing  its  own  autonomy. 

This  past  August  Am  Tikva  members  joined 
with  people  from  all  over  the  world  to  convene 
in  Miami  for  the  Eighth  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews,  sponsored, 
as  in  years  past,  by  the  local  group  in  the  host 


.city.  A  major  theme  which  came  out  of  this  con¬ 
ference  was  that  of  the  importance  of 
family.  Some  family  members  of  conferees 
(parents,  siblings  and  other  relatives)  also  at¬ 
tended. 

These  conferences  are  organized  for  lesbian 
and  gay  Jews  to  share  their  experiences.  Other 
conferences  have  been  organized  in  Los 
Angeles,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  Tel  Aviv  and  the  next  one  is  planned 
for  Washington,  D.C.  in  1985. 

Members  of  Am  Tikva  attend  group  functions 
for  a  number  of  reasons.  Some  go  for  the 
religious  aspect,  some  go  for  the  social.  The 
majority,  however,  seem  to  be  involved  be¬ 
cause  it  fills  a  need  to  honor  the  positive 
aspects  of  the  Jewish  religious  traditions  while 
allowing  a  space  to  get  in  touch  with  their  eth¬ 
nic  and  cultural  backgrounds. 

Englisher  said  that  what  the  group  is  doing  is 
“reclaiming  Judaism  for  ourselves.  We  are 
Jewish  and  we  associate  with  a  lot  of  the 
values  of  Judaism.”  He  said  that  much  of  the 
homophobia  and  sexism  in  many  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Jewish  organizations  is  a  distortion  of 
what  were  meant  to  be  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
ligion.  “You  can’t  look  at  the  Bible  in  a  fun¬ 
damentalist  way,”  he  said.  “We  have  a  right  to 
make  our  interpretations.”  He  emphasized  that 
Judaism  has  always  been  reinterpreted  with 
the  times  and  that  it  is  not  a  stagnant  religion. 

Am  Tikva  has  made  connections  with  some 
of  the  progressive  Jewish  groups  in  the  area, 
specifically  with  The  New  Jewish  Agenda  and 
with  the  journal  Genesis  II.  Individual  members 
have  also  worked  with  other  non-gay  Jewish 
groups  to  relate  to  them  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  oppression  of  Jews  and  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

I  asked  Englisher  and  another  long-standing 
Am  Tikva  member,  Helen  Kudatsky,  what  their 
hopes  were  as  expressed  in  their  group’s  name. 
Englisher  hopes  for  Am  Tikva  and  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  everywhere  to  overcome  any  ob¬ 
stacles  in  their  path  and  Kudatsky  hopes  that 
the  group  will  sustain  itself  and  continue  to 
grow  and  be  open  to  new  directions  as  time 
passes. 

Both  used  a  Yiddish  word  to  sum  up  their 
impressions  of  the  group.  Englisher  pulled  out 
the  word  “heimish"  meaning  “homelike.”  “Am 
Tikva  provides  a  comfortable  place  where 
you’re  not  treated  merely  like  visitor  or  a  guest. 
You  feel  more  like  it  is  your  home.”  Kudatsky 
used  the  word  “mishpucha”  which  means  “fa¬ 
mily.”  She  said  that  a  family  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  important  to  her  now.  Through  the 
supportive  atmosphere  of  Am  Tikva,  her  lover 
has  converted  to  Judaism  and  both  now  feel  a 
sense  of  belonging  to  the  Am  Tikva  family. 

Both  Englisher  and  Kudatsky  would  like  to 
emphasize  that  Am  Tikva  welcomes  Jews  and 
non-Jews  alike  who  are  interested  in  working 
for  the  goals  fo  the  group.  So  come  to  a  place 
where  you  can  chat  a  little,  eat  a  little,  reflect 
and  pray  a  little,  sing  a  little  and  laugh  a  whole 
lot.  For  more  information  call  (617)  782-8894  or 
write  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 


Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St..  Boston.  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1.  167  Tremont  St  Boston  02111 
Black  Men's  Assoc  .  PO  Box  827.  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  ot  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

GCN  Box  10GY.  167  Tremont. 

Boston  021 11  497  8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  43  Winter  St. 

Boston.  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Gay  Men  s  Chorus  '  522-6983 

Boston  Institute  tor  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750.  Boston  02208  482-0897 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1.  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater.  22  Randolph  St  542-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104.  104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O  Box  365.  Cambridge.  02139  783-5250  or  354  1755 

Fathers  in  Transition(Gay/Bi).  (Ex.Ctr,)266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St..  Boston  02111 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944  4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau. 

P  O  Box  2232.  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/ Boston) 

P.O  Box  1417.  Boston02117  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

c/o  GCN  Box  5.  167  T remont  St..  Boston.  MA  021 1 1 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project  424  1993 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-1 2pm)  Mon-Fri  426  9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc  . 

Box  401. 104  Charles  St  Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute.  Box  368.  Kenmore  St..  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

P  O.  Box  125-S  101.  Arlington.  MA.  02174  442-2632 

Project  Place.  32  Rutland  St  021 18  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568  0680 


Triangle  Theater,  Box  127.104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
Urania  (Lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  Group) 

Box  23. 89  Mass  Ave.  Boston  02115  623-7258 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance.  Box  65. 

Boston,  021 17  247-3910 

8  U  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School.  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273.  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St..  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston.  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall.  Cambridge.  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN.  167  Tremont.  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262  1565 

Box  179.  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild. 

14  Beacon  St  .  Boston  02108  227-7335 


STUDENT 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT.  Rdf  50-306.  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda.  260  Ell  Ctr.. 

360  Huntungton  Ave..  Boston  02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT).  • 

MIT  50-306.yValker.  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc  .  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall.  Cambridge02138  495  5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c.  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A.  Babson  Park.WelIsley.  02157 
Tufts  U..  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community. 

c/o  Student  Activities  Off .  Medford  02155  628-2828 


Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group. 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave.  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U..  Triskelion.  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U..  Gays  and  Lesbians. c/o  Program  Resources 
Off.. 

Sherman  Union.  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston. 

c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 


WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis.  1151  Mass.  Ave.. 

Cambridge  02 138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians.  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn.. 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta..  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  7236327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr..  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center.  1  Summer  St..  02143  628-631 1 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000  x3184 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program. 

1348  Cambridge  St..  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 


RELIGIOUS 

Am  Tikva  782-8894 

PO.  Box  11.  Cambridge.  02138 


Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  636-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St  ,  Boston  02108  742-2100 


MEDIA 

Boston's  Other  Voice.  WROR.  98.5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont.  02111  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88  1FM.  Sun  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women's  Educ.  Media.  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Hotline 

M-F  3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm 
Boston  Free  VD  Info 
(8am-10pm.  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Exodus  Ctr..  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non  profit) 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St.. 
Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


536-7733 
1  800-272-2577 

426-9444 

266-0612 

542-5188 

843-5300 

744-5322 

661-0248 

956-5293 
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Theater - - 

Racism  Denounced  in  a  Powerful  Play 


Master  Harold  and  the  Boys  writ¬ 
ten  and  directed  by  A  thol  Fugard. 
With  Zakes  Mokae,  Ray  Aranha 
and  Evan  Hunter.  At  the  Wilbur 
Theater. 

By  Andrea  Loewenstein 

As  a  child,  I  used  to  believe  that 
being  an  artist  was  the  best  and 
highest  thing  a  person  could  do  in 
the  world.  In  my  value  system,  be¬ 
ing  a  real  artist  probably  had  the 
place  that  being  a  saint  had  for 
children  brought  up  with  that 
system.  Lately,  I’ve  strayed  away 
from  that  conviction,  but  it 
returned  in  full  force  as  I  came  out 
of  Master  Harold  and  the  Boys 
last  night.  “What  a  thing  to  have 
done,”  1  thought.  “What  a  thing 
to  have  accomplished  in  one’s 
life.” 

It’s  hard  to  separate  things  out 
in  Master  Harold  —  acting  from 


Maybe  now  that  we  have  the 
movies  and  TV  it  takes  more  to 
convince  us  that  what  we  see  on 
that  stage  is  real;  even  more  for  us 
to  feel  inside  it.  But  a  truly  suc¬ 
cessful  play  like  this  one  can 
transform,  transport  better  than 
any  movie. 

The  world  we  enter  in  Master 
Harold  is  the  St.  Georges  Park 
Tearoom  on  a  wet  afternoon  in 
Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa,  in 
the  year  1950.  There  are  three 
characters:  Harold,  a  brilliant  ar¬ 
rogant  teenaged  boy;  Sam,  the 
black  man  who  has  been  Harold’s 
family’s  servant  and  his  own 
father-substitute,  pupil,  and 
friend  for  as  long  as  he  can 
remember;  and  Willie,  an  .older 
black  man  who  is  another  family 
servant.  The  play  starts  with  Sam 
and  Willie  practicing  for  a 


Master  Harold  and  the  Boys  is  one 

of  the  most  powerful  artistic  explor¬ 
ations  of  racism  that  I’ve  ever  seen 
and  much  of  the  power  of  its  state¬ 
ment  and  its  denunciation  come 
from  its  insider’s  perspective. 


directing,  personal  from  political, 
local  from  universal.  A  play  that 
really  works  does  away  with  these 
separations  anyway.  It  turns  us  in¬ 
to  children,  making  us  suspend 
our  disbelief  and  our  adult 
distance  and 'become  one  with  the 
world  on  the  stage.  Maybe  people 
used  to  suspend  belief  more  easily. 


Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 

Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  for  More  Info:  628-9043 

Sliding  Scale  I  neated  in  Snmcmllc 


ballroom  dancing  competition  to 
be  held  in  two  weeks  time.  Willie 
can’t  get  the  steps  and  he’s  lost  his 
partner  because  he  beats  her 
whenever  she  makes  a  mistake. 
He’s  bumbling,  comic,  with  a 
kind  of  resigned  despair  full  of 
self-mockery  that  reminds  one  of 
the  early  black  minstrels  in  this 
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THE  ESTABLISHED  G.AY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


country  —  almost  a  caricature  of 
the  role  white  society  has  assigned 
him  to.  Sam  is  gentle  with  Willie, 
advises  him  not  to  beat  his  woman 
so  much,  and  shows  him  the  dance 
steps,  bringing  them  to  life  and 
embuing  them  with  beauty  and 
dignity.  Then  Harold,  or  Hally,  as 
Sam  affectionately  calls  him, 
comes  in,  full  of  his  precocious  in¬ 
tellectual  theories,  his  family  pro¬ 
blem  (his  crippled  alcoholic  father 
is  threatening  to  leave  the  hospital 
to  rejoin  him  and  his  mother)  and 
his  adolescent  conviction  that  the 
world  revolves  around  him  and  his 
tragic  fate.  Hally,  when  we  meet 
him,  is  just  beginning  to  be  an 
adult.  In  his  society  this  means 
either  taking  on  the  white 
supremacist  role  prepared  for  him 
or  radically  departing  from  it. 
He’s  erratic,  moving  from  loving 
little  boy  to  ugly  man  with  a 
rapidity  which  is  both  typical  and 
breathtaking.  He’s  too  smart  to 
buy  the  justice  of  apartheid  (he 
can’t  help  but  know  that  Sam  is 
his  equal)  but  too  unhappy  not  to 
strike  out  at  the  person  closest  to 
him  (and  most  vulnerable),  and 
it’s  agonizing  to  watch  Sam,  a 
man  of  wisdom,  grace  and 
gentleness,  have  to  skirt  carefully 
around  this  adolescent  twerp’s 
temper  tantrums. 

Some  playwrights  would  make 
it  easier  for  us  by  treating  Hally  as 
a  cardboard  symbol  of  evil  in  con¬ 
trast  to  Sam’s  symbol  of  good. 
Then  we  wouldn’t  have  to  identify 

—  we  could  brand  the  whole  pro¬ 
blem  as  other  and  dismiss  Hally  as 
an  evil  product  of  an  evil  country 

—  certainly  nothing  to  do  with  us. 
But  Fugard’s  Harold,  as  Evan 
Handler  plays  him,  is  all  of  us  at 
fourteen;  torn,  agonized  and 
desperate;  and  even  Hally’s 
climactic  act  of  racism  against  the 
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man  who  has  been  both  father  and 
savior  to  him  is  all  too  com¬ 
prehensible  to  us.  We  identify 
with  and  inhabit  not  only  the  ad¬ 
mirable  Sam  but  also  the  much 
less  admirable  Hally,  so  that  by 


driving  him  on  in  his  career  as  a 
playwright  whose  plays,  perform¬ 
ed  initially  by  all-black  casts  in 
South  Africa,  consistently  expose 
and  denounce  both  apartheid  and 
racism. 


Some  theater  goers  may  stay  away 
from  Master  Harold  because  of  its 
overtly  political  nature,  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  “political”  the¬ 
ater  has  become  synonymous  in 
some  minds  with  theater  that  is 
dogmatic  and  preachy. . . . 


the  time  Hally  turns  irrevocably 
on  his  friend,  we  participate  fully 
in  the  act  with  him  and  feel  his 
searing  guilt  afterwards,  as  much 
as  we  feel  the  rage  and  pain  which 
tear  Sam  apart  and  the  forces 
which  have,  over  the  long  years, 
made  Willie  turn  a  clownish  face 
to  the  world. 

Master  Harold  and  the  Boys  is 
one  of  the  most  powerful  artistic 
explorations  of  racism  that  I’ve 
ever  seen  and  much  of  the  power 
of  its  statement  and  its  denuncia¬ 
tion  comes  from  its  insider’s 
perspective.  Athol  Fugard,  who 
grew  up  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  was 
himself  brought  up  in  part  by  a 
family  servant  named  Sam,  is 
returning  here  to  familiar  ter¬ 
ritory.  In  a  recent  profile  in  The 
New  Yorker  he  said  that  a  similar 
adolescent  act  of  racism  has 
haunted  him  all  his  life.  An  image 
of  this  incident  has  pursued  him. 


Some  theater  goers  may  stay 
away  from  Master  Harold  because 
of  its  overtly  political  nature,  and 
it  is  unfortunate  that  “political” 
theater  has  become  synonymous 
in  some  minds  with  theater  that  is 
dogmatic  and  preachy,  or  in 
which  the  story  is  sacrificed  to  the 
political  point.  But  this  play  is  the 
perfect  argument  for  the  phrase, 
“the  personal  is  political.” 
Hally’s  racism  is  inextricably  in¬ 
terwoven  with  his  relationship  to 
his  parents.  Part  of  the  reason  he 
turns  on  Sam  so  brutally  is  that 
Sam’s  warmth,  wisdom  and 
strength  point  up  his  own 
father’s  weakness  and  emptiness. 
Master  Harold  is  so  terribly  per¬ 
sonal  that  at  times  one  can  hardly 
bear  to  look  and  so  broadly 
political  that  it  applies  to  the 
United  States  as  well  as  to  South 
Africa  and  to  any  country  or  place 

Continued  on  page  13 
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It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  CCN,  and  you  get  a  tot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  CCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  CCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductpry  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


1  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 

and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  corrtmunity. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($120  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ 


(I he  minimum  pledge  is  $120  <i  yc.tr) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

*As  with  .ill  (.(  N  <  orrespondem  c,  your  n.imt*  will  lx-  kept  strictly  (onlidcnli.il  unless,  you 
.i^rec  otherwise  M.iy  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter'  Yes.  No 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  CCN,  167  Tremont  St..  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 . 


Relationships  Can  Be  Confusing 
when  intimacy  frightens  you. .  .when  you're  not 
sure  if  you're  in  love. .  .when  you're  afraid  of 
getting  hurt. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383% 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


\Gay&  lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Plainer 
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•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
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Cuomo 

Continued  from  page  1 
without  adequate  explanation. 

When  the  dust  settles  over  the 
disputes  about  language,  what  will 
probably  remain  is  the  insult-to- 
injury  of  the  ten-month  delay.  Pe¬ 
ter  Drago  explains  it  as  the  slow 
workings  of  the  state  government. 
“There  were  normal  delays.  Then 
once  [Cuomo]  focussed  his  full  at¬ 
tention  on  it,  he  explored  all  the 
objections  and  the  positive  side. 
He  met  with  people  on  both  sides 
of  the  question.  . . .  There  was  no 
deliberate  delay.  . .  .  While  ever¬ 
yone  was  getting  impatient,  it’s 
just  his  style  to  be  precise  and 
detailed.” 

Vogel  disagrees.  He  shared  with 
GCN  a  theory  he  attributed,  in 
part,  to  Virginia  Apuzzo,  who  as 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  has  ample  exper¬ 
ience  with  straight  politicians  like 
Cuomo.  “All  straight  politicians, 
even  our  best  friends,  have  a  pro¬ 
blem  understanding.  They  think 
this  is  dessert,  to  use  [Apuzzo’s] 
words,  not  bread  and  butter,  not 
the  main  course.  They  seem  to 
think  .  . .  that  there  isn’t  real 
discrimination,  suffering  and  vio¬ 
lence  and  denial  of  rights.  To  some 
extent,  we  have  failed  to  educate 
them.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Catholics 

Continued  from  page  1 
American  Catholics  have  increas¬ 
ingly  rejected.” 

Recently,  John  Paul  II  ordered  an 
investigation  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Seattle,  Raymond  Hunthausen. 
The  investigation  was  sparked  by  a 
series  of  complaints  and  criticisms 
received  by  the  Vatican  from 
American  Catholics,  most  of  them 
conservatives.  Hunthausen  is  well 
known  in  Seattle  for  his  liberal 
stances.  He  has  participated  in 
peaceful  anti-nuclear  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  withholds  payment  of 
part  of  his  taxes  in  protest  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race. 

At  the  time  of  the  investigation, 
the  press  speculated  that  it  was 
linked  not  only  to  the  peace  issue 
but  also  to  his  perceived  stand  on 
homosexuality.  Hunthausen  was 
criticized  by  some  groups  for 
allowing  a  national  Dignity  con¬ 
vention,  held  in  September,  to 
conduct  services  at  the  cathedral  in 
Seattle. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Arch¬ 


diocese,  Maury  Sheridan,  told 
GCN  that  Hunthausen  knew  of 
the  impending  investigation  even 
before  he  granted  permission  to 
Dignity  for  use  of  the  cathedral. 
Sheridan  described  Hunthausen’s 
stand  on  gay  people  as  “squarely 
aligned  with  traditional  Catholic 
teaching. ..  .The  cathedral  was 
made  available  to  them  because 
they  are  part  of  the  Catholic  com¬ 
munity  and  they  have  the  same 
rights  as  any  other  community 
members.” 

The  investigating  Bishop  was 
James  Hickey. 

Teacher 

Continued  from  page  l 
minate  or  non’renew  him.” 

Dean  said,  “I  think  if  we  get  the 
resignation  rescinded,  we’ll  be  fac¬ 
ing  a  discharge.  .  .  .  We’re  trying 
to  force  them  to  take  action.  Try¬ 
ing  to  pin  them  down:  what  is  the 
discharge  for?” 

When  asked  this  question,  Ro¬ 
gers  said  Frein’s  discharge  was  due 
to  the  following:  the  letter  was 
seen  by  students  and  “the  man  lost 
his  credibility”;  that  the  act  was  a 
serious  error  in  judgment  “that  is 
and  of  itself  would  form  a  basis  for 
dismissal”;  and  that  “adverse  ac¬ 
tions  could  be  taken  on  the 
grounds  of  immorality  based  on 
the  current  status  of  the  law.” 

Frein,  who  may  never  actually 
face  any  charges  unless  he  is  able 
to  overturn  the  resignation,  said, 
“[They]  have  to  prove  that  I  inten¬ 
tionally  morally  corrupted  a  stu¬ 
dent.  ...  I  want  to  let  people 
know  that  with  something  obtain¬ 
ed  illegally  you  should  not  have  the 
right  to  take  away  somebody’s 
livelihood.” 

In  talking  about  the  pressure  to 
resign,  Frein  told  GCN  that  at  the 
time,  he  thought  the  way  to  pre¬ 
serve  his  career  was  to  resign.  “[I 
was]  really  under  duress.  [I  was  so 
scared]  I  couldn’t  see  straight.  I 
thought  1  wouldn’t  be  able  to  get 
another  teaching  job  ifl  didn’t.” 

School  district  attorney  Rogers 
takes  a  different  view.  “Duress  is  a 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
facts.  I  don’t  think  anybody  from 
the  school  district  would  say  that 
they  did  not  make  it  clear  to  him 
that  they  were  contemplating  tak¬ 
ing  action  if  he  did  not  resign  and 
he  was  being  given  the  opportunity 
to  resign  in  lieu  of  having  that  ac¬ 
tion  taken.  If  that  is  duress,  then 
so  be  it.  ...  1  don’t  know  of  any 
other  way  to  make  that  offer  to  an 
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.  Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


employee.” 

Rogers  was  also  asked  if  the  ac¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  school  xlistrict 
would  have  been  any  different  if 
Frein  had  been  straight. 
“No.  ...  He  would  like  to  believe 
that  that  is  what  is  at  the  basis  of 
this  thing.  [Nothing]  could  be  far¬ 
ther  from  the  truth.  If  a  straight 
woman  teacher  had  been  caught 
with  the  same  type  of  correspond¬ 
ence,  her  picture  addressed  to 
Playboy,  or  whatever,  we  would 
have  to  take  the  same  action.” 

Frein  disagrees,  saying  that  sex¬ 
ual  preference  is  an  issue.  “I  think 
it  was  the  letter  that  implicated  me, 
because  it  brought  out  that  I  was 
gay.  ...  I  asked  [the  administra¬ 
tors,  is  it  because  it  is]  gay 
oriented?  [They  replied]  you  said 
it,  not  us.” 

BL/GPA 

Continued  from  page  3 
tions,  documented  our  own  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  history  and 
herstory,”  Peterson  said,  “and  yet 
our  community  still  has  some  ser¬ 
ious  problems.” 

Peterson  challenged  the  com¬ 
munity  to  address  itself  to  what  he 
called  “two  problem  areas  —  the 
first  is  the  problem  of  burnout . . . 
and  the  second  is  the  problem  of 
alienation  between  individuals  and 
organizations  within  our  com¬ 
munity.” 

Alliance  steering  committee 
member  Richard  Burns  presented 
the  Amelia  Earhart  Award  to  for¬ 
mer  steering  committee  member 
Urvashi  Vaid.  Vaid  has  also  been 
active  in  a  number  of  other 
organizations,  including  Gay 
Community  News,  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  .Advocates  and  Defenders. 

Vaid  praised  the  work  of  the 
Alliance  in  serveral  areas,  but  also 
offered  some  criticism  and  sugges¬ 
tions  for  future  growth. 

“We’ve  been  accessible  to  every 
gay  voter  in  the  City  of  Boston,” 
Vaid  noted.  “Unfortunately,  this 
potential  openness  has  not  been 
fully  reflected  in  the  membership, 
which  remains  predominately 
male,  predominately  white  and 
predominately  middle-class. . . . 
It’s  affected  the  political  decisions 
and  endorsements  we’ve  made, 
which  in  turn  has  affected  the  kind 
of  people  who  join.” 

Vaid  praised  the  Alliance, 
however,  for  remaining  unaf¬ 
filiated  with  the  Democratic  Party, 
for  having  “membership  and 
steering  committee  structure  that 
decentralizes  the  major  policy¬ 
making  in  the  organization,”  and 
for  “emphasizing  neighborhood 
organizing.” 

Alliance  treasurer  Timothy 
McFeeley  introduced  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  (D-Mass.),  recipient  of  the 
Friend  of  the  Community  Award, 
as  “a  true  friend  and  supporter  of 
our  national  community.” 

Frank  noted  that  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Immigration 
will  be  holding  hearings  on  immi¬ 
gration  laws  which  prevent  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  from  entering 
the  country.  And  Frank  too  had 
praise  for  the  Alliance.  “Organi¬ 
zations  like  this  are  essential.  We 
live  in  a  political  world  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  count  votes,”  he 
said.  " 


SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
conning  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 

sliding  scale  524-7710 
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Master  Harold 

Continued  from  page  1 1 


in  which  one  group  is  treated  as 
less  than  fully  human  by  another 
group. 

It  is  also  theatrically  successful 
in  a  way  that  amazed  me  at  times. 
It  is  a  difficult  enough  feat  to 
transport  us  to  the  tearoom  where 
all  the  action  takes  place  and  then 
keep  us  there,  but  Master  Harold 
does  much  more.  When  Zakes 
Mokae  as  Sam  describes  the  finals 
of  the  ballroom  dancing  competi¬ 
tion,  we  are  magically  transported 
into  the  hall  where  it  is  being  held. 
We  hear  the  fine  music,  see  the 
couples  in  their  finery  and  feel  the 
rush  of  winning  and  the  grace  and 
balance  of  the  dance.  As  Willie 


Master  Harold  (and  us)  his  black 
ass,  every  move  contains  grace 
and  power.  Fugard  has  created  the 
character  of  Sam  as  a  triumph  of 
human  dignity  over  severe  odds 
and  Mokae  embodies  this  triumph 
beautifully. 

While  I  have  no  fault  to  Find 
with  either  acting  or  directing,  I 
do  have  two  criticisms  of  the  play 
itself.  During  the  last  15  minutes, 
Sam  breaks  his  resolution  never 
again  to  call  Hally  anything  but 
“Master  Harold”  (as  Willie  does 
throughout  the  play)  again,  and 
calls  him  by  the  old  familiar  name. 
The  moral  implication  is  that  Sam 
is  a  big  enough  man  to  make  this 


Master  Harold  and  the  Boys 

presents  us  with  a  male  world  in 
which  tenderness  and  warmth  are 
possible  (though  not  a  given)  be¬ 
tween  males,  while  women  are  dis¬ 
cussed  as  useful  dance  partners  or 
sexual  objects. 


IN  THE  BERKSHIRES 


r 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 


announces  the  relocation  of  his  Boston  office  to  Copley  Square 

739  Boylston  St. Suite  516 
Boston,  MA  02116 
353-0555 


V. 


Services  and  Health  Insurance  Accepted 


500  SOUTH  MAIN 

Bed  and  Breakfast 
Special  Weekend  Package 
Rates 

Great  Barrington,  MA 
Your  Hosts:  Dan  and  Bob 
(413)  528-9673 


ON  SALE  NOW! 


the 

Huntimton 

Theatre ° 
Company \ 


Uncommon 
Women 
and  Others 


by  Wendy  Wasserstein 

Nov.  26 -Dec.  18 

266-3913 

Group  sales:  262-3100 

Boston  University  Theatre, 

264  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02115 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri-Sat  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor  surgery, 
podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychiatry,  infertility, 
gynecology,  family  planning 


*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 


*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


and  Hally  remember  the  time  of 
Hally’s  childhood,  we  are 
transported  back  to  the  small 
musty  room  in  Hally’s  parents’ 
boarding  house  where  Willie  and 
Sam  lived  and  the  small  boy  Hally 
found  refuge.  A  scene  in  which 
Hally  and  Sam  remember  a  kite 
Sam  made  for  Hally  which  they 
flew  together  is  especially  amazing 
—  at  the  moment  the  kite  is  air- 
born  I  could  have  sworn  the  whole 
audience  felt  a  tugging,  a  release 
into  flight.  The  limits  of  set  and 
actors  are  transcended  in  other 
ways.  Although  Hally’s  parents 
never  appear  on  stage,  we  know 
them  very  well  by  the  end  of  the 
play.  Sam  and  Hally  speak  to 
them  on  the  phone  throughout  the 
play,  they  appear  in  the  memory 
scenes,  and  all  three  characters 
imitate  their  speech  from  time  to 
time.  No  more  is  needed  —  I 
could  have  walked  out  after  the 
play  and  instantly  picked  both 
parents  out  of  the  crowds  in  the 
street. 

As  must  be  clear  by  now,  I  find 
it  hard  to  comment  on  the  acting 
in  this  play  because  all  three 
characters  are  so  convincing  that 
it  is  easy  to  forget  that  acting  is 
happening.  Evan  Handler  is  a 
compelling,  completely  believable 
adolescent  whose  way  of  moving, 
voicing  and  sudden  mood  changes 
are  all  perfect.  Ray  Aranha  plays 
Willie  with  a  sudden  dignity  at  the 
end  of  the  play  which  gives  the 
character  depth  and  allows  us  to 
see  the  extent  of  his  pain  and 
makes  us  wonder  about  the  forces 
which  have  made  him  hide  this 
dignity  so  well  during  most  of  the 
play.  We  are  forced  to  remember 
that  we  have  seen  Willie  only 
within  the  white  world  of  the 
tearoom,  where  he  is  a  servant, 
and  that  what  we  have  seen  of  him 
is  what  he  has  chosen  to  reveal. 
Zakes  Mokae,  who  plays  Sam  and 
who  has  worked  closely  with 
Fugard,  co-founding  a  South 
African  theater  workshop  with 
him  and  starring  in  many  of  his 
plays,  is  the  most  impressive  of 
all.  Whether  Mokae,  as  Sam,  is 
scrubbing  the  floor,  practicing 
dance  steps,  repeating  a  lesson 
from  Hally’s  school  text,  comfor¬ 
ting  Hally  in  one  of  his  rages,  or, 
in  the  climactic  scene,  showing 


attempt  at  reconciliation  with  one 
who  is  really  a  hurt  child  without 
losing  his  pride,  but  I  found  this 
second  ending  flat  and  a  little 
unbelievable  —  a  contrast  to  the 
tightly  knit  perfection  with  which 
the  rest  of  the  plot  unfolds.  Lucki¬ 
ly,  the  play’s  power  is  regained  in 
the  final  scene  in  which  Sam  and 
Willie  dance  together  in  the 
tearoom  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
With  Hally  out  of  the  picture,  life 
has  been  revealed  in  its  ugliness, 
but  human  kindness  and  balance 
are  once  again  at  least  partially 
restored.  Willie  spends  his  bus 
money  home  playing  a  song  to 
dance  to  on  the  jukebox  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  comfort  Sam,  and  unlike 
Hally,  who  struck  out  at  his  old 
friend  when  his  life  began  to  go 
wrong,  Sam  does  not  pass  along 
Hally’s  hatefulness,  but  instead 
treats  Willie  with  the  same 
gentleness  he  has  shown  toward 
him  throughout  the  play. 

I  also  wished  that  some  of  the 
same  consciousness  Fugard  shows 
on  racism  might  have  been  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  discussion  of  woman¬ 
beating.  While  Sam  does  disap¬ 
prove  of  Willie’s  beating  his  part¬ 
ner  “too  much”  and  the  already 
conscious  audience  member  might 
make  the  connection  that  this  is 
another  case  of  the  powerless 
turning  on  the  even  more 
powerless,  the  connection  is  never 
made  out  loud.  Master  Harold 
and  the  Boys  presents  us  with  a 
male  world  in  which  tenderness 
and  warmth  are  possible  (though 
not  a  given)  between  males,  while 
women  are  discussed  as  useful 
dance  partners  or  sexual  objects. 
While  1  have  no  problem  with  a 
play  that  concentrates  on  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  men  and  would  cer¬ 
tainly  not  want  a  major  plot 
change,  a  few  sentences  from 
Sam,  who  is  wise  enough  about 
everything  else,  would  have  made 
a  lot  of  difference.  1  have  heard 
that  Fugard  does  make  this  impor¬ 
tant  connection  in  other  plays  and 
I  hope  that  these  plays  will  come 
to  Boston.  If  not,  I  will  travel  to 
New  York  or  New  Haven  to  see 
them.  In  Master  Harold  and  the 
Boys  1  rediscovered  the  transcen¬ 
dent  power  of  theater.  I  would  go 
far  for  another  such  experience. 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


MODERN  PRODUCTIONS  AND  NEW  AUDIENCES  PRESENTS 


PHONE:  266-7455 


KATE  and  ANNA  McGARRIGLE  IN  CONCERT 


SATURDAY,  DEC.  3  8:00  PM 

BERKLEE  PERFORMANCE  CENTER 
s12.50  RESERVED 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Where  are  we  going 
what  have  we  done 
What  does  it  matter 
We  had  fun 
When  we  are  gone 
No  one  will  care 
Whether  we  were 
here  or  there. 

So  here's  to  fun 
and  here's  to  frolic 
and  maybe  even 
to  life  bucolic. 

You  never  know 
you  never  can  tell 
where  we  will  go. 

"So  long  as  you're  well." 
that’s  the  refrain 
over  and  over 
I  hear  all  the  time 
and  think  about  clover. 

Well,  anyway,  Mousie. 

I'm  thankful  for  you 
no  matter  where 
or  what  we  do. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine. 


GUSTAVO 
?Por  que  te  suicidaste  — 
colgando  en  la  entrada  de  mi  casa? 

La  manana  despues 
cuando  te  descubri.  muerto. 
te  grite  con  sobresalto. 

?No  tenias  ninguna  alternativa 
sino  esto?  —  to  quiero 
grilarte  a  veces.  todavia  — 

?Te  odiabas  tanto.  de  veras? 

Pero  despacio  empiezo  a 
comprender  to  dolor  de  vida. 

John  (20) 

Nashua.  NH  Oriental  GM,  former  ski  in 
structor.  seeks  local  gay  or  bi  buddy 
(30-45)  to  share  a  sport  (jog.  swim, 
weights.  Karate,  or  other)  on  a  regular 
basis  (2  3  times/week).  Box  6240. 
Nashua.  NH  03063.  (21) 

Lesbian  30's,  heavy,  attrac.  enjoys  arts, 
movies,  dancing  &  has  a  sense  of 
humor  seeks  other  lesbians  to  share 
relat ionsh ip  with.  GCN  Box  752.  (21) 

VILLAINOUS  CLONE 
You  think  everybody  loves  you.  but 
you're  wrong.  Some  day  you  will  feel  a 
cold  hand  at  your  throat.  And  it  will  be 
your  own.  (20) 

TIRED  OF  THE  BAR  SCENE?? 

Fed  up  with  clones  statues  queens  and 
phonys?  Welcome  to  the  club.  I’m  an 
avg  looking  GWM  intel  prof  strt  act  & 
apprng  sine  warm  and  affectionate  car¬ 
ing  and  real.  I’m  6’  170  lb  mid  forty  yng 
at  hrt  8  yng  apprng.  Enjoy  dining  out 
thtr  movies  concert  music  and  quiet 
times  with??  maybe  you.  If  U  R  25-50  hv 
ur  act  together  and  R  intrstd  n  a  new 
frndshp  w/possibility  of  dvelpng  1:1 
rltnshp  wryt  box  829  Brkline.  MA  01246. 

...  ._ _  (22) 

A  28  year  old  148  lbs  GBM  would  like  to 
meet  another  GM  of  any  race,  ages 
24-38.  who  would  like  to  establish  a 
long  lasting  relationship.  If  interested 
please  send  a  letter  alng  with  a  photo, 
if  possible  to  Craig  at  GCN  Box  753. 
Also  a  phone  number  would  assure  a 
speedier  response.  All  letters  will  be 
answered.  (22) 

WORC/MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 
GBF  27,  5'9"  healthy  attractive  femi¬ 
nine  148  lbs.  Enjoy  dining  out  dancing 
theatre  &  new  experiences.  Love 
romance  affection  &  deep  sensitivity. 
Possess  &  appreciate  a  good  sense  of 
humor.  Sharing  &  listening  important. 
Value  friendships/relationships.  Dislike 
drugs  &  excessive  alcohol.  Wd  like  to 
meet  similar  sincere  discreet  women 
24-42  (any  race)  to  share  on  these 
levels.  POB  838  S  Lancaster  MA  01561. 

(21) 


PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 

Racism  is  one  of  the  uglier  aspects  of 
our  culture.  We  at  GCN  abhor  it,  and 
hope  that  our  readers  share  our  views. 
We  therefore  ask  that  you  do  not 
include  race  in  the  description  of  an 
individual  you  are  seeking  to  meet 
through  our  personal  ads.  It  is  illegal 
for  us  to  specify  a  race  preference  in 
any  other  kind  of  ad  (roommate,  apart¬ 
ment,  etc.).  However,  if  you  wish  to 
identify  yourself  as  being  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  racial  or  ethnic  background, 
there  is  no  harm  in  that.  Thank  you. 

GCN  Office  Manager  (Mike)  needs 
some  help  with  a  few  projects.  One  is 
doing  a  headline  index  of  past  articles 
in  GCN.  The  other  is  setting  up  some 
metal  shelving  for  our  archives  of  past 
issues  of  other  gay  publications.  If  you 
can  help  with  either,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469  Thank  you. 

THE  CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS 

Hear  "Amazing  Gays,"  "Dyke  the 
Halls,"  and  much  more  on  The  Choral 
Majority's  greatest  hits  cassette  $6.00 
&  sing  along  with  The  Hymnal.  Words  & 
Music  $4.00  +  50c  postage.  964  Valen¬ 
cia.  SF.  CA  94110, 

FL  38:  Reflection,  wit,  smarts  fun  polit 
commitment  boogie  &  a  willingness  to 
engage,  matter  to  me.  If  you  agree, 
write  LA  Box  3329  New  Haven  CT 
06515. _ (19) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ANNOUNCING 

TWO  NEW  DISCUSSION  PAPERS  FROM 

THE  ALLIANCE 
AGAINST  WOMEN’S 
OPPRESSION 


□  Issue  -3: 

Not  For  Women  Only:  A  Critique  of  the  “Feminization  of  Poverty” 

□  Issue  -4: 

Zionism  In  The  Women’s  Movement:  Anti-Imperialist  Politics  Derailed 


Mail  order  to  AAWO,  The  Women's  Bldg. 
3543  18th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


S  I  00  EACH  +  504  POSTAGE 

BULK  RATES  AVAILABLE 
ON  REQUEST 


ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation. .  .and  your  money!! 


MOVERS 


YOU  KNOW  WHO  YOU  ARE 
Do  you  really  sleep  well  at  night?  Have 
you  no  conscience  at  all?  Have  you 
convinced  yourself  that  wrong  is  right, 
that  you  are  right,  that  you  conduct 
yourself  in  a  manner  becoming  a 
human  being?  You  are  among  the 
world's  most  miserable  cowards. 
Someday  Fate  will  trip  you  up.  When 
you  least  expect  it,  in  the  midst  of  some 
happy  interlude.  Wait.  You’ll  see.  Soon¬ 
er  or  later,  your  number  will  be  up.  You 
know  who  I  am  too.  (19) 

AMBROSE 

I  left  Miami  Friday  night  hoping  you 
would  miss  me,  but  no  word  has  come. 
If  you  want  to  reach  me,  call  me  at  H's.  I 
love  you,  Peter.  (20) 

CARRIE  D 

I  will  try  to  call  you  tonight,  but  anyway, 

I  do  so  much  want  you  to  have  a  Happy 
Thanksgiving.  I  am  very  thankful  that 
you  have  returned  to  us  and  that  you 
are  such  a  terrific  fighter.  NW. 

Now  that  the  election’s  over,  let's  see 
how  long  it  takes  for  the  new  Mayor  to 
make  us  wish  Mr.  White  had  never  left. 
He  must  be  laughing  up  his  sleeve  right 
now.  Who's  making  it  in  Massachu¬ 
setts?  Who’s  making  what  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts???  (19) 

Let’s  make  sandwiches  out  of  colored 
paper  and  teach  people  how  to  listen. 
Listening  is  a  social  art  and  we  had 
best  hang  on  to  it.  A  tape  recording 
stuck  in  your  ear  won’t  do.  Neither  will 
a  computer.  Teaching  takes  place 
between  live,  talking  and  listening 
human  beings.  Think  about  it. 

CLASSIFIED  HELP  NEEDED 

If  you  have  some  time  and  you  can  type 
without  hating  it  too  much,  please  con¬ 
tact  Nancy  Walker  at  426-4469  (leave 
name  &  phone  number  and  I'll  call  you 
back).  I  want  to  do  a  lot  of  mailing  and 
need  some  kind  person  or  persons  to 
help  by  typing  addresses  onto  labels. 
It’s  dull  and  boring  but  you  can  legiti¬ 
mately  feel  like  a  hero.  Thank  you. 

OLDER  GF  WISHES  MEET  SAME 
Seeking  friend  &  companion.  Enjoy 
variety  activities  in  town/suburbs.  Write 
Gail  Berd  PO  Box  32  Beverly  Farms,  MA 
01915.  Include  phone  number.  (19) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???).  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them  Thank  you. 

25  yr  old  LWF  sks  GF  26-33  to  form 
friendly  relationship.  It  you  are  out¬ 
going,  affectionate,  &  have  a  good 
sense  of  humor,  please  reply.  GCN  Box 
747.  (19) 

Clinging  oak  looking  for  a  sturdy  vine. 
GF  40s.  Maine.  Wishes  to  share  life  of 
sanity  in  a  world  gone  mad.  Must  be 
bright  w/  sense  of  humor  &  above  all 

love  life.  Any  vice  OK  in  moderation. 

GCN  Box  742. _ (18) 

AUSTRALIAN  would  like  pen  pals,  par¬ 
ticularly  blacks.  Retired,  easy-going, 
raises  orchids  and  cacti  for  hobby. 
Many  interests.  Write  Neil  Drummond, 
15  Woods  St.,  Norwood,  South 
Australia  5067. _ (c) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight:  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  $$TORY 

Mary  had  a  tittle  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified 
And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results!!! 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  TV 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (cj 

No  Shore,  warm,  BiWF,  very  fern  45  yr 
professional  seeks  same  to  make  beau¬ 
tiful  memories  with  Lots  of  love  &  TLC 
waiting  to  be  shared  without  drugs  or 
alcohol.  GCN  Box  750.  (20) 

GWM  39  prof  sks  sim  35-50.  Like  film 
music  ttre  trvl  cside  bks  romance  UR 
you.  Need  to  be  loved.  Must  have  dk  hry 
chest,  but  mt  be  balding.  Psbl  fd  rel / 
bus-part  (esp  Ghouse)  GCN  Box  751.(22) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  +  40c  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$  1 0/y r  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. _ 

Correspondence/contact  club  for  men. 
Info  &  sample  copy  of  club  bulletin— $1. 
State  over  18.  SGI,  PO  Box  264, 
Bellbrook,  OH  45305.  _ (27) 

Soc  i  al  i  st  -  Fern  i  n  i  sm  Discussion 
Bulletin:  articles  on:  Trends  in  the 

women's  mvt.  reproductive  rgts.  les- 

bian/gay  liberation,  community  org.  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY..  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK.  725  O  Farrell 
#35.  SF.  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.)  (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request: 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P  O.  Box  2383 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  Is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1. 545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order!  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  record 
catalog  for  two  20  stamps.  Womankind 
Books.  Dept  GCN.  10  W.  Carver  St.. 
Huntington.  NY  11743.  MasterCard  & 
Visa! 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

L  30  Ikng  to  meet  other  lesbians  in  the 
Winthrop  area  for  wkend  brunches, 
walks  on  the  beach,  good  conversation, 
music,  art  &  movies.  Am  not  into  bars, 
making  it  difficult  to  meet  lesbians  & 
establish  friendships.  Please  contact 
GCN  Box  749. _ (18) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

The  country's  oldest  and  largest  gay 
and  lesbian  social  services  agency 
seeks  qualified  applicants  for  position 
of  Executive  Director.  ED  responsible 
to  Board  of  Directors  for  general 
management,  fundraising  and  com¬ 
munity  relations. 

Extensive  management  experience  re¬ 
quired:  fundraising  experience  prefer¬ 
red.  Applicants  must  demonstrate  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  volunteers  and  diverse 
community  groups.  Salary  range 
$28-32,000:  good  benefits;  GLCSC  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 

Send  resume  to:  Judge  Steven  Lachs; 
111  N.  Hill  St;  Los  Angeles,  CA  90012. 
(Closes _ 12/15/83) 

GLAD  DAY  STAFF  PERSON 
15-20  hrs  per  week.  Bibliophile  or  per¬ 
son  with  previous  bookstore  ex- 
perience  preferred.  542-0144. _  (20) 

HELP  END  VIOLENCE 
The  Mass  Coalition  of  Battered  Women 
Serv  Groups  needs  fun¬ 
draisers/outreach  workers.  Call 
497-7237  btwn  10  and  1. _ (20) 

APARTMENTS 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 

2  bedrm  apt  in  Dorch  newly  renov  near 
red  line  in  owner  occ  building.  Avail  Jan 
1.  1984.  288-9243.  390  plus  utils.  (21) 
Dorchester  sunny  fir-thru  apt  in 
L-own/occ  hse.  2  br.  eat-in  kit.  fir  firs, 
use  of  yd,  bsmt.  Nr  T  $375  plus  util. 
Avail  immed(617)  288-9136  (eves)  (21) 


JP  5  rm  1st  fl  in  triple  decker  nr  Orange 
line  $325  +  sec  dep,  utils  not  inc.  Avail 
imm.  Lesbian  mothers  &  women  of 

co lor  encouraged.  524-5247. _ (20) 

DORCHESTER  ASHMONT 
6  rms— 3  bdrms,  recently  renovated. 
D/W  disposal,  walk  1  blk  to  Red  Line. 
$550/mo  heated.  Good  refs,  one  mo 
security  in  advance.  265-0348  leave 
message. _ _  (21) 

W  Medford  nr  Tufts  on  MBTA  B&M  rail 
10  min  to  Bos  15  to  Camb  spacious  2 
bdrm  wood  firs  yd  porch  nr  lakes.  Avail. 
Dec.  $500  unhtd.  483-8374.  492-5478.(20) 


ROOMMATES 


BROOKLINE-CLEVELAND  CIRCL 

2  M  sk  roommate,  pref  no-smoke  F.  for 

3  bdrm  2  fir  sunny  newly  renov  apt 

w/firepl.  quiet  integr  neigh  nr  T.  $250 
plus.  ASAP.  Pol-minded  but  fun  person 
pref.  Kevin  566-4324. _ (20) 

LF  28  seeks  LF  25  plus  to  share  sunny 
W  Somerville  apt.  Independent,  friend¬ 
ly.  political,  w/humor.  $165/mo.  inc 
heat.  Avail.  Dec  1.628-4550. _ (21) 

Beacon  Hill— LF  sks  same  to  share  a  2 
br  apt  $275  inc  all  but  rent  is  negoti¬ 
able!  Avail  now  Maureen  367-6149  or 
864-9836  to  Ive  message. _ (20) 

JP— NICE  HOUSE,  QUIET  AREA 
Stbl  rmmt  needed  for  3  bdrm  hse.  Good 
deal,  good  people,  good  dog.  Nr  pond  & 
parks.  $189  +  util.  Furniture  helpful. 
522-1116  eves  &  wknds.  Doug  or  John. 

(20) 

LF  27  quiet  resp  neat  non-veggie  non- 
smoker  sk  friendly  resp  living  compan¬ 
ion  for  2  bdrm  basmnt  apt  in  Quincy  off 
expressway.  Minuts  to  128,  Bos  &  shop¬ 
ping  mall  on  bus  line  nr  T.  Your  rent 
$200  +  Vi  elec  &  phone.  Ht  &  HW  inc. 
Avail  Jan  1.  (617)  472-4826  bet  6  and 
9:30  pm. _ (20) 

GM  &  SF  seek  prof  GM  28  plus  for  indep 
household  in  Arlington  Ctr  quiet  st  yard 
parking  no  pets  or  smokers  pis.  $200 
plus  utils  646-4474  eves  avail  12/1.  (21) 

2  LF  sk  2  or  more  LF  for  roomy  hse  in 
Dorchester  nr  T,  w&d.  2  rms  $175  + 
each,  1  rm  avail  at  $150  +  util.  288-8663 
eves.  Pets  negot. _ (19) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

LESBIANS  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
&  othrs  skng  spiritual  fulfillmt:  if  inter¬ 
ested  in  establishing  local  congregatn 
of  church  (Universal  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches) 
ministering  to  those  who  feel  excluded 
or  unfulfilled  by  mainstream  churches, 
in  Camb  or  sburbs  call  492-7922  or  write 

POB  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238. _ (29) 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please!  (30) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News.  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Fl,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.oo  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4  00  for  6  weeks. 
$6  00  for  3  months  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  per  wk.  $ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $100/6  weeks  $ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $4  00/6  weeks  $ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name 

Address 


City 


Zip 


_ State 

Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians.  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Camb.  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues. 
Thurs  8  pm:  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm:  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons.  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept.  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cuf  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (c) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD.  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018.  (48) 

VT's  for  LESBIAN  &  GAY  RIGHT'S 
Meetings  held  1st  &  3rd  Saturdays  of 
each  month.  6  to  7:30  pm.  Pearl's  Rest¬ 
aurant.  Pearl  St.  Burlington.  VT  05401. 

(19) 

HI,  DRIP  DRY!!! 


GCN  SPECIALS 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 

Racism  is  one  of  the  uglier  aspects  of 
our  culture.  We  at  GCN  abhor  it.  and 
hope  that  our  readers  share  our  views. 
We  therefore  ask  that  you  do  not 
include  race  in  the  description  of  an 
individual  you  are  seeking  to  meet 
through  our  personal  ads.  It  is  illegal 
for  us  to  specify  a  race  preference  in 
any  other  kind  of  ad  (roommate,  apart¬ 
ment,  etc.).  However,  if  you  wish  to 
identify  yourself  as  being  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  racial  or  ethnic  background, 
there  is  no  harm  in  that.  Thank  you. 

GCN  Office  Manager  (Mike)  needs 
some  help  with  a  few  projects.  One  is 
doing  a  headline  index  of  past  articles 
in  GCN.  The  other  is  setting  up  some 
metal  shelving  for  our  archives  of  past 
issues  of  other  gay  publications.  If  you 
can  help  with  either,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

BOSTON  GAY  HISTORY 
We  are  seeking  information  on  Scollay 
Square  and  its  immediate  surroundings 
during  and  before  World  War  II,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  Imperial  Cafe  and  Hotel  as 
a  cruising  and  drinking  spot  for  sea¬ 
men,  as  well  as  the  Old  Howard  Bur¬ 
lesque  on  Howard  St.  and  the  Casino 
Burlesque  on  Hanover  St.,  the  5<c  all- 
night  movie  theaters.  Any  contributions 
will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Please 
write  Freddie  Greenfield,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
or  call  (617)  426-4469  and  leave  a  mes- 
sage  so  we  can  set  up  an  interview. _ 

PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 

BED  US! 

Well,  cot  us,  anyway.  We  would  really 
appreciate  it  if  someone  would  give  us 
a  cot  or  two.  We  have  several  staffers 
with  bad  backs  and  a  cot  to  lie  down  on 
during  the  day  would  help  them  tremen¬ 
dously.  If  you  want  to  give  us  one, 
please  call  Michael  426-4469.  Thanks. 


CLASSIFIED  HELP  NEEDED 

If  you  have  some  time  and  you  can  type 
without  hating  it  too  much,  please  con¬ 
tact  Nancy  Walker  at  426-4469  (leave 
name  &  phone  number  and  I'll  call  you 
back).  I  want  to  do  a  lot  of  mailing  and 
need  some  kind  person  or  persons  to 
help  by  typing  addresses  onto  iabels. 
It's  dull  and  boring  but  you  can  legiti¬ 
mately  feel  like  a  hero.  Thank  you. 

GET  SMART! 

The  rumor  is  that  folks  who  advertise  in 
the  GCN  Classifieds  get  whatever  they 
are  looking  for.  Try  us.  We  reach  the 
audience  you  want  to  contact. 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex.  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Harvard  Sq.  DOB  has  approx  300  sq  ft 
avail  immed  for  daytime  use  Mon.  Tues. 
Ths.  Therapists,  human  services. 
$125/mo.  Call  864-9275  or  641-0788. 
Leave  message  saying  office  space, 
your  name  and  number.  (21) 

RESORTS 


RHODE  ISLAND 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport  this 
winter!  Cozy  rooms  have  antiques  and 
flowers.  Come,  let  us  pamper  you.  GCN 
disc,  inc  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (24) 


VERMONT 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill/x-country  skiing,  snowshoe 
walks,  &  a  cozy  wood  stove  fdr  keeping 
warm.  Bd  &  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men — nr  Stratton,  Mt  Snow.  Reserv 
only.  Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. 

Greenhope  Farm  offers  winter  ski 
weekends  for  and  by  lesbians.  Cozy  pri¬ 
vate  rooms,  central  fireplace.  Spectac¬ 
ular  trails.  Special  Thanksgiving  fest. 
Reasonable  rates,  reserve  space  early. 
(802)  533-7772.  (19) 

Stable  Bunkhouse  Box  606,  Wilming¬ 
ton,  VT  05363.  Phil  (802)  464-3932.  Just 
a  bunk  or  room/B  apt  or  house.  Night, 
weeknd,  week,  mnth  or  season.  (33) 


FOR  SALE _ 

LEATHER 

For  sale:  Bomber  jacket.  Shell:  dk 
brown  leather:  knit  cuffs/waist.  Collar  & 
lining:  acrylic  pile.  Fits  34-36  or  38-40. 
Well-cared  for.  Come  on  and  look 
tough!  (617)  528-3239.  Nights  7-10.  Ask¬ 
ing  $75. _  (20) 

CHRISTMAS  DING-A-LING 
It's  a  red  and  green  satin  pouch  with 
bells!!  New-Sexy-Fun!  A  great  stocking 
gift.  Send  $13.95  plus  $1  postage  to 
Naughty  Nightie.  12  Beverly  Hills  Ave, 
Beverly.  MA  01915.  (20) 

PAT  BOND  READS  ON  TAPE 

Pat  Bond  reads  "The  Songs  of  Belitis." 
erotic  lesbian  poetry.  The  tape  is  $10 
plus  $1,00  postage  &  handling.  To:  Pat 
Bond.  211  Canal  #11.  San  Rafael.  CA 
94901.  (25) 

SOMETHING  TO  DREAM  ON 

Elegant,  cherry  wood  bed.  handcrafted, 
dbl.  platform,  2  yrs.  old.  $305.  (Currently 
selling  for  $475.00). 

Serta  Perfect  Sleeper,  ultra-firm  mat¬ 
tress.  1  yr.  old.  $175  or  best  offer. 
Extra-firm,  dense.  5.5"  foam  mattress, 
used  1  yr.  $100  or  best  offer. 

Call  (617)  661-4104  and  leave  message. 

BARGAIN  PLANE  TICKET 
S.F.  to  Boston,  one-way.  for  $190. 
(Regular  coach  one-way  is  $450.)  Use 
Dec.  27-28  or  Jan.  3-4.  Call  (415) 
893-6443  Oakland,  or  (617)  661-4104 
Cambridge. 


HOME  WANTED 

LF  GCNe r  sks  lesbian  household  in 
Cambridgeport /Central  Sq  area.  Non- 
smoker.  likes  all  food,  except  egg 
salad,  likes  all  animals,  especially 
slugs.  Call  426-4469.  Hershey.  (c) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

WRITERS'  GROUP 

LF  seeking  to  form  prose  writers'  group 
on  South  Shore.  Send  inquiries/writing 
samples  to  Carrie  PO  Box  2216.  Abing- 
ton,  MA  02351-0716.  (19) 

TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else's.  Or  maybe  sonpeone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don't  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
.  .  .  Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  is  to  change  hands. 


SERVICES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home.  Condos.  Apt.  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  782-7615. 


Counseling  for  Individuals. 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale 
John  Graves.  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
/ears  with  HCHS. _  (20) 

OLD  NOSTALGIC  PHOTOGRAPHS 
Have  them  copie  .'/enlarged  before 
they're  lost.  A  precious  gift  to  friends  & 
family.  Guaranteed  high  quality  work. 
Call  Gerry  at  GTH  Photo  Lab.  (617) 
324-7799.  (20) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988.  (c) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  MEN 
Therapy  group  for  men  forming  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Focus  is  on  affirming  ourselves 
as  men  and  learning  healthier  ways  of 
relating  to  men.  If  interested  call  Jim 
O'Brien  at  576-2114,  (ig) 

ASTROLOGY:  Charts  interpreted  by  ex 
perienced  Astrologer.  Birth  Charts- 
Progressions  Comparisons. 
Reasonable.  Unique  and  cherished 
gifts!  Need  birthdate.  time  and  place. 
For  more  info:  D  Erickson.  Box  49. 
Stoneham.  MA  02180  (21) 
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| GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER! 
I  PROJECT 

|  We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  I 
I  are  donated  and  when  money  fori 
I  postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  [ 
I  ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting  I 
■  list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
[little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
I  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
| support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind] 
I  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
r  contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 

I  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
I  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
[St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


I  love  your  newspaper.  I'd  like  to  know  more 
about  your  organization,  I  have  a  kid  who's  9 
years  old.  I  didn't  know  I  was  a  lesbian  until  I 
was  18.  Now  I  know  what  I  want  out  of  life  and 
would  like  to  be  put  into  your  newspaper  for 
some  penpals,  I  would  like  to  write  older  ladies 
in  the  life.  But  I  would  answer  all  letters.  Mona 
Lisa  THOMPSON.  85266.  P0  Box  26.  St  Gabriel 
LA  70776. 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OH 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an\ 
Anarchist). 


I’m  not  only  the  only  dyke,  but  also  the  I 
only  Indian  in  this  place  and  would  love  j 
to  hear  from  some  folks  out  there, 
especially  Indians.  Sarah  GIBSON, 
34481,  PO  Box  160,  Lansing  KS  66043. 
Attractive,  intelligent  lady  is  down  and  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  someone 
out  there.  Race  is  no  problem.  Leslie  D. 
ROSS,  W-17755,  LB-Rm  355,  Frontera 
CA  91720. _ 

Female  prisoner  down  but  not  out  and] 
wishes  to  write  anyone  who’d  like  to.j 
Daphne  SMITH,  W-17746,  LB-305L,| 
Frontera  CA  91720. 


GM  fern  prisoner  interested  in  sharing 
views  and  experiences  with  anyone 
with  the  time  to  write. .Robert  "Misty" 
McDonald,  01419-031,  Box  1000, 
'  Lewisburg  PA  17837.  _ 

I’m  in  a  halfway  house  in  Utah  (the 
Moron  State)  and  need  a  sister  to  write 
to  who  is  interested  in  a  possible  rela¬ 
tionship.  No  head  games,  please. 
Photos  ok.  Angel  ROBERTS,  700  E.25th 
St.,  Ogden  UT  84401.  _ 

Hazel  eyes,  very  submissive,  widh  to 
correspond  with  sincere,  mature  gay 
man  with  possible  meaningful  relation¬ 
ship  for  the  future.  My  interests  are 
music,  poetry,  outdoors  and  sex.  James 
LESTER,  12570-077,  Box  PMB,  902  Ren- 
froe  Rd-,  Talladega  AL  35160. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PRISONERS:  SINCE  WE 
1 HAVE  ONLY  A  LIMITED  NUMBER  OF 
I  PAPERS  TO  SEND  OUT  TO 
PRISONERS.  PLEASE  DON'T  ASK  FOR 
A  COPY  FOR  YOURSELF  IF  YOU  CAN 
\READ  ONE  THAT  SOMEONE  ELSE 

Where  is  getting,  thanks'. 


I  like  to  swim,  take  midnight  walks  on 
!  the  beach,  not  to  mention  all  the  other 
pleasures  you  can  find  on  the  beach.  I 
love  to  have  a  good  time.  My  friends 
[  call  me  ‘Maria’  and  I'd  love  to  hear  from 
interested  gays  and  bis  out  there.  Gary 
|  SIMMONS,  080944,  PO  Box  158  Bldg  6, 
Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

I  like  rock  ’n  roll  music,  eating  good, 
nice  people,  kung-fu,  and  writing  letters 
(as  long  as  I’m  here).  Looking  for  a  fern 
type  that's  open-minded.  Please  in¬ 
clude  photo  if  you  can.  Greg  ZATLER, 
I A-065486,  PO  Box  158  G-533A/C 

1  No. 959,  Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

Please  put  my  name  and  address  in 
your  paper.  I  need  some  gay  people 
writing  to  me.  I'm  not  bad  looking.  So 
please  see  if  you  can  find  me  someone 
to  write.  Billy  Gene  KELLER,  76095,  PO 
Box  500  -8,  Grady  AR  71644. 
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POETS! 

A  new.  anti-uuthorituriun  poetry  mag  called 
"seditious  delicious"  wants  poetry  in  any 
style,  traditional  to  punk,  li  e  will  print 
those  that  we  feel  most  poetically  and 
serurnpliously  subvertthe  system  of  sialism, 
militarism,  racism,  sexism,  clussism.  gay 
and  lesbian  oppression,  ageism,  or  any  of 
the  oilier  nasty  power  trips  we  have  to  deal 
with.  "Seditious  Delicious  will  he  free,  and 
a  special  effort  will  be  made  to  distribute  it 
to  prisoners.  All  those  who  send  material 
will  gel  a  copy  whether  their  stuff  appears 
or  not.  If  you  want  your  material  returned 
to  you,  include  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope.  Seditious  Delicious,  PO  Box 
6YXI.  NYC  10150. 


Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  me  your  paper 
They  are  moving  me  to  a  new  address,  so  would 
you  please  change  the  address  on  my  label  so  I 
can  keep  getting  it  and  put  my  name  in  the  pen¬ 
pal  list  again.  Thanks.  Roy  McCLUNG.  075434 
P0  Box  699  M-44,  Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

Lonely  attractive  male  incarcerated  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  with  an  open  minded  male.  I  need 
someone  to  help  me  smell  the  roses.  Robert 
DALE.  044517.  P0  Box  99  No.  107.  Clermont  FL 
32711 _ 

I  enjoy  reading,  basketball,  and  people!  Not  into 
drugs  and  do  not  like  bars!1  cause  I  don't  drink 
Would  like  to  have  penpal  Ronnie  ODELL.  PO 
Box  58.  McCain  NC  28361 _ 

Incarcerated  pedophiliac  (the  76  LA.  boy  scout 
cases)  suing  for  psychotherapy  while  case  is  be¬ 
ing  litigated,  seeking  correspondence  with  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  of  the  situation.  Ray  T 
WOODALL.  2800  Gravier  St..  New  Orleans,  LA 
701)9 _ _ 

GM  30  years  young.  Leo.  would  like  to  hear  from 
anyone  wishing  a  new  friend.  Am  intelligent,  fun 
loving  and  serious  person.  Write  soon.  Michael 
Dee  MANN.  085275.  P0  Box  58.  Lowell  FL 
32663. _ 

I'm  in  prison  because  1  had  a  boyfriend  that  was 
under  the  age  of  18  I  would  like  to  tind  others  to 
write  to.  Also  could  I  please  start  getting  your 
paper  too.  Thank  you.  John  TEMM0N.  103674. 
P0  Box  548.  Lexington  OK  73051. 

Likes  rock  n  roll,  big  Aldo  Nova  Ian,  also  Scor¬ 
pions  and  Loverboy.  Am  brown  on  brown,  love 
Ireakin  and  will  send  Hick  lor  same.  Jimi  CLARK, 
114961.  Southside,  Stale  Farm  1 IA  23160 
Butch,  would  like  correspondence  from  other 
gay  males,  seeking  friendship  with  sincere  per¬ 
son.  Mike  FLEEMAN,  P0  D- 16684,  C-2, 
Reidsville  GA  30499. 
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WRITING  prisoners 
Most  prisoners  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to] 
earn  money,  especially  the  gay  ones  who  may  be  I 
in  protective  custody  (isolation)  and  without  all  I 
the  "privileges"  ol  the  general  population  (in-l 
side),  so  they  may  not  have  money  lor  postage  I 
and  paper,  tor  example,  or  not  enough  to  write  j 
immediately  to  everyone  if  they  get  a  lot  ol  I 
responses:  that  is,  do  not  think  not  getting  a  l 
response  necessarily  means  a  lack  ol  interest.  : 
Sometimes  it's  just  a  lack  ol  resources. 


BM  would  like  to  correspond  with  a  gay 
person  who  likes  to  dress  up  in  drag 
that  is  interested  in  a  relationship.  Cor¬ 
respond  with  any  race.  Al  JACKSON, 
151279,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. _ _ 

Scottish  citizen.  Willing  to  be  very 
open.  Not  trying  to  con  or  hustle 
anybody  out  of  anything,  just  want  to 
establish  a  friendship  with  someone 
special.  Freddie  JACKSON,  076794,  PO 
Box  488  820,  Polk  City  FL  33868. 


I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  sexy 
and  intelligent  men  out  there,  especial¬ 
ly  if  they  like  stuff  by  Malcolm  X, 
George  Jackson  and  other  great  black  J 
leaders.  Also,  I  sure  could  use  somej 
legal  advice  since  these  people  are  giv¬ 
ing  me  quite  a  hard  time  in  herel 
because  of  my  being  gay  and  proud  of] 
it.  Ronald  FRIDGE.  PO  Box  825  MSU,| 
Smyrna  DE  19977. 
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A  Provoke. 

This  holiday  season,  provoke  somebody  you  love  with  a  gift 
subscription  to  Gay  Community  News. 

GayCommunityNews  will  inform  your  friends  about  news  and  events 
important  to  lesbians  and  gay  men  everywhere  in  this  country.  GCN  will 
educate  your  parents  about  your  community  and  your  life.  GCN  will  anger 
some  of  your  neighbors  by  covering  issues  they'd  rather  not  think  about. 
GCN  will  provoke  your  lover  to  take  action.  It  will  amuse  your  sister  (Hal), 
it  will  stimulate  discussion  and  debate  in  your  crowd.  GCN  might  bore  your 
brother,  but  probably  not.  GCN  can  change  the  lives  of  the  people  you  care 
about  and  inspire  them  to  think  about  gay  liberation  and  to  get  involved. 

GayCommunityNews  informs,  educates,  angers,  provokes,  amuses,  stim¬ 
ulates,  bores,  changes  and  inspires. 


Share  it. 


We  hate  to  do  this,  but  it  had  to  happen . .  .  GCN' s  regular  subscription  rates  will  increase  on  January  16,  1984.  Special  holiday 
rates  also  end  January  16,  1 984.  BUY  NOW  AND  SAVE! 

My  Name  Is _ Address _ 

City _ State  '  Zip _ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  ______ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ _ 

Now  in  its  eleventh  year  of  publication,  GCN  is  produced  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 


Please  send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name _ . 

Address  .  /’ _ 

City _ , _ _ Zip _ 

Special  low  rates:  □  I  year $22  □  25  weeks  $12  □  12  weeks  $6 
(reg.  $25)  (reg.  $15),  (reg.  $8) 

□  New  subscription  □  Renewal 

Gift  card  to  read: 


Please  send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name _ 

/ 

Address _ 
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I  Please  send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

I  Name _ 

I 

I  Address _ _ _ _ _ _ 

I 

I  City _ Zip _ 

Special  low  rates:  □  I  year  $22  □  25  weeks  $12  □  12  weeks  $6 
(reg.  $25)  (reg.  $15)  (reg.  $8) 

□  New  subscription  □  Renewal 

I  Gift  card  to  read: 

I 

I 

T - - 

I  Please  send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

I 

I  Name _ 

I 

I  Address _ 


City _ Zip _ 

Special  low  rates:  □  1  year  $22  □  25  weeks  $12  □  12  weeks  $6 
(reg.  $25)  (reg.  $15)  (reg.  $8) 

□  New  subscription  □  Renewal 

Gift  card  to  read: 


City _ Zip _ 

Special  low  rates:  □  1  year  $22  □  25  weeks  $  12  G  12  weeks  $6 
(reg.  $25)  (reg.  SI 5)  (reg.  $8) 

□  New  subscription  □  Renewal 

Gift  card  to  read: 


